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TRACK ONE 
!deas and Opinions 

Once again, (as in the last issue) I sincerely Cp:llogize for the latness 

of this issue. Wit.l-i a severe. tout of the flu laying rre up for a week, and t.11e.'1 

working fer other people who had the flu tne next week, ar:d t.11ree wee..tcs prior 

t.11ere was a ~ of train chas~ with one Brian I\. Lynch. So there is t.11e 

explanation for all it is wort.lJ.. 
**** 

Now for sane cad news. '111e 18 or rrore pa-cent inflation rate has fiP..ally 

caught up with us. (Its the Derrocrats fault) And there is talk of raising the 

FQStal rate agai.'1. r·1'J printer just raised the price 1.5 cents per page, and i t 

goes on and on. 'Ihe p;:>ir1t of all this is tb.at we are seriously rUilI' .. ing out of rroney, 

and its not my fault. (As Rich Nixon once said, "I am not a ci'"OOk. ") .:\s 

I see it we have ~ and only two courses of action to take. One is that we raise 

the basic subscription rate to $4.35 a year end still have six issues of 4 to 6 

pages each. Or tt~~, 9'0 to a quarterly fonnat wit.11 fcur issues pca._r yPc:-r at ele sarre 

rate of $3.50 for four 6 to 8 page issues. Th~ choice is yours. Personally I . 

favor t.1-ie quarterly fonnat because I know many of you are pressed for rroney, and 

A quarterly fonrat will allcw me to put far rrore effort and time into ead:l issue 

and we will e.11d up wit-J1 a much ItDre proffesional looking rnagazi.11e. So, please 

let :rre know which option you would like and we will go frcm there, just drop :rre 

a card or letter as soon as you can. 'Thar.ks. My address is on the front cover. 

***** 

Now sare gcod news. 

!his just in: Amtrak is going to re route t.'fle Coast Starlight throt."gh Sacrarrento 

California. This wil.l take place as soon as the Supt?...rliners arrive. (Now where have 

I heard that one?). I understand that the second Sa11 J. is runnir1g quite well , 

r£M people can rrake rol.md trips in one day. If only they would :rur. it in to LA 

pericd, or at least Barstcw. Also one ItDre SanDiegan should :ce sta....-rting soon 

if the Santa Fe will allow it, all you Sout.11landers have all t.'1.e luck . 
***** 

It looks like T.JP and MJP are going at it for all its WJr'-.11, I hope the ICC allows · 

it. However I hope t."iat their deal wit.11 the WP falls through, I ~uld hate to see 

the :fCOr old Wobbly get eaten""'iap by t.'1e UP. By the way, niC!'.Eine fer t.l'le t:JP MJPAC 

is MopUp. Don't say anything, I didn't make it up. 



It was a typical travel day for rre. 'Up 
~rly making sure every item was pac.1<ed. 

aJU....."""Se I had been over this j ust six 
':iow:s before. co..m the Ventura Freeway, on 
the SanDieqo and the Marina freeways, Parking 
in the T'~. anployees parking lot ~ catching t.'fie 
t-~ over to the terntinal. Yes a typical day 
for an airline enployees kid. Yet this day 
was like no trip I had ever taken·. The 
rer..rard for my circuitos trip, (IA to St. 
Louis to Salt Lake City, the only way that 
TWA gets there) was a trip on the Rio Grande 
Zephyr. 

The landing at Salt Lake City pro-n.dro rre 
with a vie-v of t.~e '\~lev. Salt Lake is a 
beautiful city. .l\fter w~ ting for . .:tJ.m Murphy Is 
flight fran IA, Gary Gardner our host drove us 
~u."'ld B b~t: ::t was Cecember 27th and it felt 
like 15 W.lth patclles Of snow everywhere. The 
downtown headquarters of the LDS church were 
lit:~ with pink and gold christmas lights. 
ot.11.er places ~e equaJ..ly beautiful. We went 
high on a ~ill-: cverlcok.i.ng the entire city. 
I was ~ressed. 

New things continued to amaze TTE as we 
arrived at the Rio Grande station. Gary nay 
as well 1::e the Q•mer of t.1ie Gra"lde . Eve-ryone 
at the station knows him,.. and he knows everyt.li.ing 
and enployee knows , rrayte nore. When a phone 
rang on ti".i.e baggage counter, r.,ary answeard i t 
and explai.11ed to the caller the baggage arangrrents. 
The>.n Gary led us into the outer offices of the 
station to show us how these new unused r:ortions 
once played a role in the opperation of t.P.e 
D&mi. You don't do this in I.A. You also dont 
drive conspicously around the ''!!a.?"ds in a Blazer. 
Gar] even kiddes us al:out b.eing in an ad for 
shoc.1< absorbers when we dro..ve over 2 4 tracks 
at one ti."!W:. After t.'tls w-e wE•..r.t back to t.'1.e 
station to wait for the incaning zephyr to 
arrive. 

'Ihe crowd was not large as t.1-ie zephyr 
arrived. Despite t.lie freezing temp?.rature, 
I was enthusiastic about finally seeing th.is 
train which for me had lcng 1::een not.'1.i..l"lg but 
rai.lfan lore. It pulled in STICOthly , led by 
the farrous F. 5771 makes t'1is train it l eads 
utterly l::eautiful. 'Ihe cars were t.11e finest 
arround. This tirre it didn' t suprise rre t..11.at 
Gary led us aOOard to get a pre-ride checkout . 
.l-f'J' reaction was awe. 'Ihe coa.ches are spacious 
2.nd there was sant:.1Ung a.tout t.'1.e sm:x:rthness 
of the lines t.'1.at struck me. No bus or plane 
that I 'a seen could p::issibl y campare. This 
~tS just t..11.e l:egil"'.ning. 

McGreevy 

"~1ing on, the walk bec3It'le like Disneyland 
t.11ere was sorrething new eac.1-i step of the 
ivay. I was impressed with t.lte rrrurals , 
depict ing a schene appropraite to the trains 
rout. •Jn evt'µ:y coad1 I was anazed t o f ind 
:3Clrl many ref e.rences to the California 
Zephyr still renaining. I was t.lirilled 
to go up in a done coach and imagine what 
tararrcw was goi.l"lg to be like. What amazed 
me t11e nnst was the dare o.tservation. 'Ih i s 
was no car it was a c.lub. It had a bar 
lounge as well as club seating dc:wnstaL""S . 
'Ihe view fran t.'1.e back is unique on J:he 
train, and there is a dane on top so the 
~ is like a \oA'.)rld in itself. I'd enjoy 
ma."l.J hoors up here late.i:. r...m. 

I wasn't: over ·1et. Back da>m "~ went 
to the head end. On tJie Y.lay ~ passed 
t.~ugh all the ott-ier roaches and c.ares . 
5 dares on one train is impressi.ve. I f 
t.li.is y...ere a disney creation, the di!".ing 
car would be an E coup:m. I t was great. 
~..ayoo the arrangrne."lt of tables along a ce..11ter 
b'::Jw would not particulQrly thrill an oldti.T'!Er 
but I was take.'1 in bv the linen and silver 
which m.?.kes this car- lcok like a luxerious 
resturant . 

Before Gary led us off , we helped 
the baggage11.an unload the 1 uggage. I was 
really airazed by how C..ary was able to do 
what he does . He has access to the entire 
town. Salt Lake is an accessable town. 
It is eas¥ to drive dowrrt~m f:ran ci vie 
center to shopping center. 'lbe streets 
are wide (wide enough to t urn an entire 
team of horses in t.l-iey say. ) Even the 
few r:eople we met seerred very friendly. I 
r..ave to admit it was alnost erie. I went 
to sleep that night with a good impression 
of this place, and ':. t.".e trip we were abour 
to enbark on. 

Only the anticipation of what lay ahead 
got me out ef :Ced at 6am to go into the 
ten degree cold at the station. We got 
an even colder taste of reality when, 
according to Gary, we encountered t.lie one 
"bad" conductor. We were assignec1 to the 
Silver Pony and by god ~ were laeaving 
town in it. It wouldn't f"atter after a 
while. We did find a place on the coac."1 
to serve as our hare base, but we seldan 
actually sat t.l-iere. We pulled out sitting 
in the dare of t.li.e observation car. It 
was great, quite a sight to see. The 
sun rising and 5.t sr1ining orange col:ors 
off the si1ver cars. 



Johl'1s First cont •.• 

~ in-..irty. Brakf ast til're. Gary 1 s 
l:oasting was not ove.t'dor.e. My f L-rst neal, 
cl:±i breakfast r2, was great. TI'.e food is 
of high quality, hot, and the se .. r vice is 
for a fact, Unteatable in arrerican train 
travel today. rihe eggs were. perfect, but 
what I liked was the use of ceraniic glass 
and silver, no plastic ., only class. Eating 
on the train was no trying experience a.s I 
has t.Tiought it ~uld J::e. It was a very 
sm::oth ride the entire way actually. 

whats eetterthan eating breakfast on 
t.be Z, Why vestibuling on the Z of ~. 
Open t"l:! cft.zt,..1:1 d°'rs, brace for· the GE-low 
zero wind ch.ill faetor and ¥1-ow!.! I'm quite 
ronvi.Jlcea .at there is~1 1 t as rnagnilfic.ant 
a sight as watching $77lwindi.1'lg arround a 
sunlit~:curve. Gary felt a:mfortable leaning 
out a:mstantly, absorbing all the senic 
eeauty. Q::eauty rrr-/ eye, I li'k:e diesel 
funes. ~) J irn and I were.11 1 t so used to 
this. We only stud~ our heads out for a 
rrarent l::efore coming back b again. The 
ves-t-..i.bule was a 1}eck of a place to .,..atch 
freights roll by within a fr?W feet. 

We weren 1 t t.11.e only crazies (railfans} 
aboard. L'1 every dare ~ a couple of 
good .-.old bJys who were obviously weaned 
on creosote. Then t.1-iere ~vere the elder, 
seen it all, and t.li.e nonnal types tco. 
The fans, t.Tiose of us t.tie rrost fanatical 
r,yere always l:::ack in ti.11e vestibule. Normal 
people too ride this train. 'Ihey ~uld 
pause on their way fran car to car ar:d 
lcok at what w.= i;..'ere doing r shake t.h€ir 
heads and rove on. Un fortunaely one 
''visitor" was our "freindly" conductor who 
gave us a lect:i...">"B on rules and we went 
back to the dare. Lunc.11 was near al1.d J::esides 
at Grand Junction 'Ive would get a nev 
conductor,;' 

As t.11.e afternoon ~re on, the Colorado 
river which -we follcwed becarre rrore and rrore 
sol id and frozen. The sunwas falli.i.'"'.lg and 
the snow was deer;er. J•JSt before dark I 
glance out the windcw to see a cccrs truck 
risi."'lg the h..igh,.,BY near us, the next day Jin 
and I •1.ould drink a brew in t.~e :Car of. the 
observation car and toast our tr±p. Wit.'1 
a Coors in hand and .3 go::d friend with rre 
t.'1.e experience reminded rre of an Irish pub 
setting. '!here was the same special magic 
feeling and class. Sctrething to celebrate 
in this land or ours. 

Ji...s our train pulled into t..li.e Denver snows.t -, 
we regreted getting off . Ha.vever we ~uld depart 
the verv n€)..--t rrorn:inq . It was a gcxx1 thing tco 
as Cen~ didn't ~_rlorm as well as t.he Gr ande 
did. The baggage- arrived OK, but onee out of 
ti.l:.e stati.on it was a disaster. '!here were al::out 
twe.'1.t- ::_:eople wai tir.g for cabs only one ·was 
available. Calls were :naedcon the pay phone in 

. t.1-:ie station. cabs v.iere driving by a block <:May 
but none carre close. It wc=•..s so bad we thought 

a!:out staying in a SS a riight place next t o t.tie 
station. Finally sare cabs shewed Li."P and we got 
one, and Wl"'Je finaly at our hote~. I nst ead of 
catching l:T1.any, I rode one Z all night . 

Are all trips l ike this? Up early and alt.1-iough 
we 'Were not realJ .. y awake we piled int o c. t axi. 
Our whistling cri ver ~~ us off at ti11edep:;:!:. 
It was much rrore freindly i."1 t..11e day although it 
was still cold . I guess t.~s depot once say a lot 
of busi.ncess. Unused pla"tfonra and empty tracks 
-were all around eur lonl y trai_r1. BN uni ts scamp:>...r 
d by and then J:i.'ITI srDut ed "M;:)Pac UI'l..its • F.e was 
given sta..">"Bs by other f ans which indi cated "'This 
is Denver, so what arout a rropac unit ?" Sorry 
sir. Yes, arrong our west;.vord t..__ravles were sare 
"SPpijisticatd fans" One in particular was 
aroazir.g'. 

It was in the cliner as we nulled out. ~ak 
fast was great as usual , but One.~ was t.li.is 
guys a::rmeritary at our table. At fL"""St I t.~ought 
he was one of the ere@' . r~st everyone else did 
t.co . The guy was gocd . Hegave us dilre."1Sions 
of t.he historv of the area. He knavs exactly 
ever1 little detail and all about it tco. E'"ven 
if he was a kncwi tall, he was entertair~ . 

One t.itlng our man did i;.;as to._ furt.11.er t..11.e 
disneyland aoro$here on me. I rnea."1 t.11e second 
leg, sunshire on the colorado rockies snow, was 
indescribable. Im sorry. You have t o go yourself 
The only way to knew it is to co it. To have 
blowing sncw hit you in t.11.e face as you vestiJ,ule 
for a picture of t.li.e lead unit atcut to enter a 
tunnef. To learn hew t o c l ose the dutch <b:Jrs 
J::efore entering a tunnel. We exp=renced l'bffat 
1:'..mnel, and the canvons with 2000' fcot high walls 
mhere were frozen watterf alls I cascading LT'lto t..11.e 
frozen Colorado river. There w-ere ni.any Gra..'"lde 
freights. '!here were farrous ski reso:rts , va.il and 
aspen right along the trad<.s. '!he beauty to me 
is so great t.11.at I knew tJIBt I couldn' t p-Jssibly 
aporeciate it all, that I a:mldnt g.r-asp so rnuc..ti 
gr~ure at once. It is still affecting rre rDN. 

Dinner tilre. OUr last meal on the train . 



Johns first cont ••. 

What to have? 't<buld it be the tonless 
rockyrrou.11tain trout. Or Brisket Ja...""diniert.:? 
No, hew arout a new yourk serloin and a 
oottle of sautene. Life is full of tough 
decisions. Cne of the toughest is when 
to eat. As delicious as the fcod was t.1-ie 
lines~ increadable. Unfortunatly the 
only place to wait is the 18" wide hallway 
alongside the kitchen. If you ~ late, 
many selec""._ions might l:e gone. But even 
t.'1e Rio Grande' s chef salad !::owl was so 
sul:erb that for t.1-iat reason alone I will 
be back• NCM, srould I have my apple pie 
ala rrcde. Oh, of rourse ! ! 

P...11 too scon it was dinner, and our trio 
~uld l:::e over . T:!.e lights of t.11e citv ~e 
as great as the flight in the other. night. 
'Ihe Salt Lake Olristnas liohts still on as 
t.1-ie Zephyr set its brakes. - You rrean its 
over? Yes, unfortu'iatly, but t.-i:e awreciation 
is only ro.v begining. I will re back. You 

j can l:et on that. I will l:e back. 
~ 

In part twe, John returns hare to the 
sout..."-J.and via tfie r.::esert Wind, the nenest 
Amtrak baby. -~""..xt ±n the Daylight: 

M of w Modeling hints by ".:'an Gasior 

So'.' ••• You want to build an SD40-2 do you. I will help you but don't ask 

rre to do it for you •.•.. Building my own takes up all my own t.im:, just ask my 

w.:m. 
What we need to start; is 1 Athearn FP-45 frame, l Athearn SDP40 Eody, 1 Atl:.eJtrn 

GP35 Body, a variety of sand paper, rrcdeling putty, glue and lots and lots of 

patience. 

First rerrove t.1-i.e trucks and rrotor, if t.'li.ere is one fran the FP45. Then cut down 

t.'1e fuel tank al::cut 1/ 4 of an inch to 1/2 an inc.11 depending on the road you m:::del. 

(Note, don't cut fran only one side, try to equal it out) The frarre should then 

be milled and cut as L"'l the diagram. below. Rerrove all the s.1:.aded parts. You mi ght 

have to corre back later and fit the top_~to it by filling slightly. Next dissasemble 

the trucks and make one set of wheels idlers. If you look at t.he photo of an SD40-2, 

you will see t.b,.at you r..ave to tum the trucks around. 'Ihis requires a _little cutting 

to fit. Next rront we will start on the shel l. 

Wars of the 't<hrld: 

~ are in the state of reorganizing fans. A lot of you have been re routing your 

railroads and the map looks like left over spagehitti. Next mnth we will have a 

canplete listing of the railroads and other assort...<=>d gcodies. _ Any questions, you 

k:nON where to find rre. 
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L;. 
urty years ago, on May 7, 1939, the I.osAn<::i~~ 

cn.... .... 11 Passenoer Temi.11al was dedicated. Over 
near t.t-ie Old-Plaza, wha..._re the city was founded, 

. stands a graceful structure, highlighted by a 
_tall clock tower. The architecture is remini-
-cent of the old missions, reflecting the Spanish 
. neritage of the city. For four decades, this 
na..'1.dsar. edifice has greeted all railroad 
passengers in the "City of ~..nge!s" 

Unlike many of its .?OU!'lerparts elswhere, IA 
DPT has survived to re neither a rronurrent to 
opulence or a squalid slum whid:l has outlived 
its usefulness. Though tastes have changed, 
the station appears as rrodern today as it did 
:in 19 39. Indeed, the warmth :imparted by its 
rich walunt ceiling beams, bronze and traver 
tine sashes, and paf.ios with their flower gardens 
i s absent, absent in the buildings of t.11e 
present. 

The station has dlanged little over the years, 
travler!;cstill stroll through its patios and 
enjoy the flowers, or rel ax in t.he waiting 
ream and marvel at the bronze c.11andeliers whic.'1 
illuminate · tJ1e intricate designs on t.tie ceiling 
and ni.arble floors. ' 

- Behind the l:eaucy of the station lies the 
stn."ggle of U.L1PT. For 22 years heated ront_..-o 
veFSV- surrounded the proposal for-construction 

,, 

~A Grand old Lady 

J Tan .M..illsap 
- ---

of a- Union !i!ation at t.'1.e prese.."lt lccal. Legal 
battles raged, reaching t.rie L"S Supreroo _court . 
on n;o oc.'C3.Sions . In 19 3 3 the issue, was settled 
when the UP, SP and SantaFe agreed to constnuct 
a union station. 

Prior to the opening of Union Station in 
1939, n;o major stations served the IA travler . 
Passengers on SP trains headed for the 
venerable Central Station, located at St.'1 
ar~d Cental a"\e. '!he station had 10 trac.1{s 
and in 1918 was handling close to 4, 000 passengers 
a eay. 

Not far J:ehir~d the SP in carrying :people in 
and out of I.A was 1:.he SantaFe, i:...mich built its 
distincti~ LaGrande station in 1893 at 2nd and 
SantaFe. The ~ occupied the LaGrande stat i on 
:Ear 46 years , longer t.li.an it was to opperate 
its trains out of mrion station. LaGrande 
was a rcost interest.i.7l.g structure, crowned wi tJ -
Mosoue-1.ike dares and it fonred the back~-rop 
for-man earlv Hollywcod silent rrovies. 

Los Angeles ' third passengP..r railroad was 
t.he Un.ion Pacific. Originally called t.he 
Los Angeles and Salt Lake, ti.is line occupic-d 
its own station on East First St on the east 
bank of the IA river until it: noved .in wi t.'1 the 
SP at Central in 1924. 

TkE Cold1 N Rocke-T IN RosevillE Feger L. Ainold 

No, I'm not here to give you the lyrics 
of that old r;opulat tune of Hank ~~_,.W1Y 
years back. I will haowver, give you an update 
on Rail~rld '79, in Roseville CA. 

I got to the site on Friday the 30t.ti of 
oov. where I was rret by menbers of the 
groups attending. '!hose attending Rai.IE.~rld 
were European Train Enthusiasts, Rosevill 
~undhouse .MR club, INI'EPlUL, Sacranento 
M:xiu!ar lines, P.edding M:dular Lines and the 
NMRA Pacific Coast Division-Sierra Div. 

First, eve...ryt.°11.ing had to be taken out 
of t.'1.e car a.00 re set up, t.1U.s tcok untill 
9: OOam wnen fellow T~.MR rnerrber Erik Barrett 
took rre to his hare in Aubu.m to spend the 
night. We watched sliees till 12: 00 and 
finally Y1--e1t to sleep about l;OO. 
~ We got back to Rai~rld arout 10: 00 the 

• iext norn.ing when the whole day was dedicated 
to the country store where rrost of my rolling 
stock was s~.ld and that afta.-rnoon was spent 
with Sacrarrento Modular lines running trains. 

After dinner that eveninq, ~ heard- fran 

Dr. Rotert Church tvho present...od us with scrre 
valluable infonnation on SP's Cab Forward. 
We left about 9:00 µn t..."iat night, ard I should 
have stayed in FDseville as I had to drive 
21 miles in thick T'.::.le fog all the wey hane. 

'Ihe next rrorning my &d drove r::e do.m to 
Rail~rld again where I started the day running 
my I.Srigh Valley GP38-2 and a TJ\.MR boxcar. 
A..fter t.l-ie swi tc:hing session, I ~t on to 

. Higher t.ii.ings r like :ci.mi"'lin3" films all a.fterncon I 
, including eve1-yones favorite "r.bdel Railroading 
i Unlimited" 

If you weren't there, you missed a treat 
as I had to hold da..rn the film in place the 
entire ti.rre , and tzy to watch it at t.rie sarre 
time. Things got hectic when t.he dancing 
girls were on the set . 

After t-..he nvvie I presented sare TAMR .. !Cc.c .. :t..:. .. 
rrembe:rs slides and gave out l:coklets on the '1'111.ffi . 
I think I was fairly sucessful in reaal:n..ing t.i.1l~se 
kids. All in all it was a great time, I ean-:,ed 
100 dollars for t.tie stuff at the country store , 
my wallet felt ccrnfortable again. Hope to see 

, you at railworld ' 80. 



Hurry up with 
r.hat Day light 
Gardner , this 
train waits for 
rio one , n o t even 
tl}e Illustrious 
?otentate i.e. 
:he editor. What 
io you mean that 
rn u are wo.iting _,, 
: o r renewals from 
=raig Walker ,jim 
1urphy , Darrel 
' rest ridge, and 
\.dam B. in Poland. 
)on 1 t they know 
:hat the Daylight is 
:he second most 
_mportant thing in 
:heir lives and 
1ouldnt want to 
'. Ver do with out 
.t? Come on people, 
;et your act together , 
his train is slow 
pedle power) and we 
.r e allready late . 
ou done yet Gardner? 

.eme~ber, only $3 .50 
er year. Hurry s o 
cu don ' t miss the 
ext issue'. 

Gary R. Gardner 
2365 Campus Dr. 

' 

--
.-----

New Mexico Central motor car used in passengee:: .. and mail service 
in Santa Fe New Mexico, circa 1921- 26. Museum of New :Mexico, 
Claude Morelli Collect ion, Georgs Law phor. o . 

Salt Lake City Utah 84121 
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