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'Pre@ tdent -'t'ed n<t:<l~, 1 'i. ' 't Ht J l top n:r . -~H yv 1_ 11 e l'fY l ·11w1· 

Ti'd1_torlsecx.-etary·,~1''<•:::d THtt, 16 F.ver~r.e.en. ~)t" .• Sy•:JSZ'iet 1\f't n1°~ 
< ., • ' .. ;' ' ,.li " 8 ' "Ii 'n Vjj' ., f ~ • 

f~~socu1te f',c:Hto!".'·'il'•u';er~r:i..stn~ r1anap:er-nt·uce ''Yen e~d. 

3~ fi'oriiythf.a Y.~ • .Jer1.cho W:f l 11i:;3 

---·---------·------=---------w-------~---------------N-----~------

The Long ts land Re U .. road snow pl aw ltop left) .raws n:i: at i. tsi 
home i.n Rtm.konlroma. The L lRR freenpot't tra tn (bit)tt:om~. l\n 
eastbound Conral1 Freight (top rl,ht) ro11d along near ~he 
Mohawk Rtvf.•r 

First of aU., t weuld litre t<) con~ratulate the ._:11.:ecuttve 
board and a 11 the members who hav{'; ct1otrU.>uted to the nepot·. 
The size of the t~§ues has incr-~a~i:2:d an<l bopeful ly wt 1Y~1eve1 
off at .a sttH'!lda ':'d 10-1.4 ps.ge issu<..;., t also thtnk it ts vreat to 
have the varlety cf artl~es w~are prlntlng. qopefu11y th 
will be a contlrmtny. trend to keep !A.!.t' r~ptonal publi"_catfon at 
the top of the revl€ws. 

The metooershi.p figures are also 1oold_n, better. -u" we conttnue 
to get new mt~mher8 at .. _~he rP.te of t~o or three evrt!'i:J i;t;s1.1e~ 
we should do elrl~ht. t personally have recrulted tein new 
members for tmr reF"if'Jn to the past slx months. 

We tU'€ beptnlt1g to put our new member program into effect. 
but only on a ama 1 l sea le as we lacli- fund§ for postar~. As 1 he 
.isttuatton tmproves. Sn should our memberahtll fl~ures. A@ <tN• l'H?rH1 

out the Jt"rl~ dt.rectory we wtn tnclud~ ottr n.~w mernbe·rsh-i_p ca~~·<l, 

we hope you H.ve U; because 1.t cc•:i;t a buncPe. Most of rhe co:s,... 
waf.i for arrworv charpes and subsenuent 1't' f.nt tnf!s ~'lif "·~·he cards 
wl11 be lesi expensive. 

The tiruE> t~ Ui'.10fi us to talk ati..J1ut the poss-t.bU tty of havi.n}! 
a summer c4'.;,~ventLotL Steve Hadiloc~t whCJ; ts wel 1 on tht-'1 way +-o 
rota l reco'I,{" c-y L·"'Om ht~ scclde\'lt. and myself have been cH(Scus~d.rw 
thi~ subject. Siru::e 301,, of our members H.ve on Long ts land. 
~e think it should be here. We WGuJ<l 1 tke i.t to be a t~10 or 
thr~e day affair. con~istf.ng of ralifannfnp. and layout 
tourlng. Plea~e feel free to send u~ your SUf?f!estlons about 
thts. I wi.11 keep you posted as to what devolopes. 

The last thi~ t have to say ls about your comments and 
complaints. Sever.al meir.-O~rs have co~ up with ~ood su~piest:i.onB 
fm: the ~~i::.?.t· We are always glad to recleve a complaint ot 
c001ment because lt help5 to provide for a better publ te~tton. 
Ple.ase continue t.o is;ead us ye1ur art~.cles :S<i:'J> the next i.}!lSU~ 
will be even better. 

•red Bedal 1 



r of in.feorm~tton f~n:' yc:nL FLin::t ~ t11e Hr.e st.~n·t~-
that X '!,;oi.11 becttA.'!te lars tn our / '·,, 

news ter. They wi 11 b.e t R@vtews wh t~ s lm U ia1G t:c -
Trade 'ropics ln MODF.L RAIJ,.,ROADER, Letting Off Steam wtl! be 
wher•? all ~rt)i.:i~ c~:m:mrentg about the d@••ot wt· l~l nt·bl 1··[ .l! ,,,...,,,1! .I r , !"; L u~ci, uu•-" 

Prototype Net,::s ·wt 11 contf:l tn in:f<:n::·roat ion on 
These coltvmtU:~ at'e a g!':>.:>at wa. y to contr tbnt~ t:o thi8 Depot tf you 
can~t (o:t' won 9 t:} wrf.te a full le~gth arttcle. 

I h;;H1~ bee tit l''i.::!Viewing our msm.1'eretih tp l i:5 ts and not iced H1<'H: 
l§e'!J<e:t'.'.al peerrt \:}•tll hav1e to r~new thetr- ihH?S soon. If ytJ!U 

wU:uld li.ke t ·? i: ti1d 0ut wben you1c Ul;!~11;hex:'@hip e::>e'.plr@.!s 1 @end a 
s@1f addre~;~ 1::1t~mr,~.;id ernrelope to m)Yi'H?;lf EH1fi t~ll ten you. 
Anyone 1 lke i1:t.fo?.mat: !"lheetf3 to give to prospecttv0 
mtf:rribe,1:?t>S, ~~ ·c~1 ;-.;;;:>; SAS'll' for sheet;:ij and l«pp1 lcat ion f0emt~ 

'rhe Lon%" lsland "Rtd.1roeH1 is the tHily raUroad serv·r.rw N~w 
Yorks 'Lfinp Ts 1and. · 0~1ce own~d by rhe t>enn&yl van·ta Ra 'i h'.'('.1(ld tt 
nOft.v opeic<Jteii tmdt':!' the Metropo'i t t~"'.ao Trarwporta ti.on Att~ht.n_"U".y. 
whtch has tts blue ~nd b1~clr 1"MH on all r:olltnr1 stocl·. The ro~d 
ha:!! a ~a.rge commute-;.'.' rtdershtp~ mu:r.e th~n °rtr of a11 tr~tn~ tirr" 
passenger tra tn~~. 

\l,. 
The l.lRR C{:mn@ct~; wtth t:he re~it of the wo.rld vi.A ll.l"".miiJ:'~ P 

freight cannect ton tn1 New York City, wrH:n.·ir~ l:i'h'.\i>St of the comumter~':J 
wot'k. Exc~ept for- the tra lm~ oper8t l..n? on the )'l'ort TJasi·1tn%'teH1 
branch, train~ can only fl., to tZassat1 and Suffolk vla .Trimatca 
and past the 8 track Jamaica stati.on. Nas:9au and §uffovl<' zn:e the 
""'"'""t·""""..,,""'"~""'1- '"'"'l'""~~l..,..,, "''°'L""' t.'""'c'!'""'"" ~,Pi_ ·rf "''""'i::r T"'""'"''°" J•1•'>'t ·'"' 6 e~ cica~ .,,. ... Al!..~u11vb,,.,.; '-:(__,p~~,,\""°l.~~s ~ ... ·./! ~'*!.i ;o..& L"'-\U~ v "1 U~. _\i.,;1,:..._!Jf.F.!:.._ t.,.ot .. T;.4;,.t.,f,,J,. ~\_.,,_1 li,:' .. c~dL 

of J'arri,".!ica stati•3n is one of the mol£it i.mpoR'.'tant yard@ mt the 
l@land; HoU:;f'!n ':bn.·d. Holban Y:n:rl i~ a term.tna. l for a 11 fr.'ely.ht 
trains in a11 di.l'.'ft:~cti.oils e:gcept foi:' a f~'f.i1 peddlars. Al~(} tn 
.J.:atrri~ ica are th~ genera 1 c.ff lees and shop:~. The Mor rt.rs Park 5bo.gs; 
perform ma f 'l't.e '.ice ota locomotives and rt111 tng stock~ $@ we 11 
BS the r:ebi., ldi g .a~d conve~!C'@ion c;f locos and rolllnF stock. 
Jt1~l ica ts .: · >;?nt:ra 1 and i11c;st. importsu.it: point nn the rat h'.'o~'L 

no~tll · 1 all th-~ tra;:kage west of Jamaica has third ratl 
elect:tlfi.cBt:lcm~ but tbe2~0 mi.leis of track east of Jamaf.cill ts 
mtt !;:i tri.:f.ied, On the n.on;9leetrctc tn:.ick, all pa:H~en?«~r tral;"A\3 
at"e h;n1lf,!d with dil!'!r~al l1Jcomoti.ves. The~e t.rai.tis termtnat:~ ett 
at Jamait~a or an e1~ct.:r1efi.~:d point: ea~t of Jaw.ii.ca, where w:t':'t•t:1:h;H.H<d 
r•fH~tH:lUg&:?~S tran@frl! ti;:~ t::" l(~Ctri.r; traiOJ3 ft:Jt: ·the rest of the tri ~"" 
The hs1~ !H:!V~f.'~~1 [h;i.t.1,,":h Co1nnta1 style pasi!H'f:!rtp.er t'Stetf.m18, 
th0y are to be the last exldtlt• lo Che country. The 
rat lrt~:t~ds bt\f~nr::f-:c:?;;.~ r~c1l1::~ hf:::)~;r,y i~~~5~r1f!,~r t:t~af f!.<:, the ?.. h mi le ,.___ _ _. 
Oyste~ Bay hra~ch y2te a sa~ Gf one frelyht tratn a wee~ 



The 'LIRR (cont. j -----
Among all the passenger trains the fretgbt~ have: t:o run~ us.ma1ly 
in the hole or 1°tmnln1t to clear the 1 tm<?. These tratmi are 
generally short~ although there are_~S9e on the ~in1tne tha~ 
total up to 68 car·@. Most freight ~ avet"age less then 60 
ml le~, wf.th some tra tab wm:ktng the branches on an as net!'ded 
basts. All freight is ~athered · i.ra Holban yard 9 where tt ts 
dispatched tn fif!W tra tns for interchange with t1nra iJ. li'reirzht 
customers were greatly reduced whe~ trucks invaded LonF tsland, 
a8 with most :rllf.lrriBldt:i. However, fretrht: l@ generally stable 
at thi.'9 t: i.me. 

The LlRR has a very good public t'~lattons offlce. l obtatned 
much informst ion through it, in the ft:Jrm of letters~ data. photo:g 
and vat'louft ro@Jte.rs and sch~dules. My n~xt art:i.cl e wf. 11 be ti bout 
,•.he LUUt 's new mottv~ pcwe£' fleet. · 

---·----------~----------M·------~---=----------------·----------~· 
Ed Lu?' tne 

Conratl i.~ probably the largest railroad 1.n the United St-ates, 
tt was formed by a number of bantrrufjit ratlroads by t"he 
United States 'Rallway Association. The federal p:overnment i$ noN 

ln charge of the eonsol ldated r.tai 1 r.orper.at ton. 
Conra l 1 wa$ formed by these ra f.1 roac.hi ·; New York r:entra 1. 

f·enrrnylyva:nta KewHaven ('Penn C<H1tra1). R.eadtng Ratlread f".eni"'t:'al 
of New Jers y, Er le -Lackawanna and the t.eh lp-h Val l!y. JA l 1 t: he:se wer~ 
bankrupt at thts time. 

The Delare&th..1d8on and the Boston & Mai.ne were not l.ncluded 
because the D & H was ftnancailly stroo~ and the '8 & M was 
bankrupt at the time but bandltn, tts own problems. ~lth the 
creation of Conrail the D & H expanded tnto Buffalo and Southern 
Pennsylvania on tr1.u.:kage abandoned by Conrail., ~i.th the tah:H.:ivii'r' 
of these these rundown, low busi.ness ltnes the D & 'H went 
bankt'Upt. However don't worry the ga'·"'ernment ts givtn, them 
funds to servtce equipment and upgrade rolling stock. 

Ever s lnce the creation. of Conri!ll the government: has b~en 
putting money tnto lt 9 but no money ls comin~ back. Conrati ts 
putt:lng m>:*f!l~.Y t~to repalring and repainting rolling stock. Conratl 
hes been wt'.irkblg on l.r.x:omotives that are so bad that tf they 
traded thf'm t~ur ne-w ones, they would come out ahead in th~ lo. . 
run. In fer:.·; thav l5hould trade in old :t'ol l tng stock for new equlpment · 
it1stead of patntlng the whole fleet. Most railfans would itt<e 
this as they would ~et a chance to talre roster shots of pai.nt 
schemes that no longer appear. (~ONT"} 

OOPS 
='tii""'"the la~t issuit! th~:re was a mistake. t1:1 the article on t~e 
'? & 'W',. the rost@r is.a td that f. t owned ' RS l 6 9 i!i and l R~ 1::;;. s f.nce 
there is no such thbi~, the ?. 'W m1.H.~t ha"!e ~oofed on ttie tnfo 
they sent me. t:t ~r<';bably ment 2 "RS3's and l RS2,. 



Ti1i~ ~~s;~ 

brot~1e£" 



m.orr:iey for more ~;upplie§ becau~e my fsth~r became bo!L'ed with 
train~~ 

About the midcl le of ju ly we hi!!d ~aved enough ti!) buy 
ple!.tty of ti!:.""Sck~~,;1wltcbe.8, and other .f~tuff. T.Vhen 'OOe we©t tr.JJ put 
ii: the [:ew track and ~"°1itche~ ~we d l~cc:~H:n:ed a prob l.em. My kid 
:si.::Bter had cut .si lot Olf wires under the conttbl pameL 'rhi;g~ 
forced~o rewire :1 it taeik 2 week~ of m.©delbate W1';,Iek~ 1.50·,,2~0 fe~t 
[l)f w1re\> a e;por.)l (hf ~;~lder» and 50 fe~t ~Jf lach'-ag cord(u~ed tt1• 

wtre into bundle:ti) 
At the t>tritb-;;g g,f t:hi@ article w~ have 20 eiectical blc~k.'ll 

arn:.1 16 electrical turr,~tJJUtS!o !>'Ia3t •of the ;::."lcerier't $.§ dQf;;iB' hi 
papei- tnach' which wi.11 be covered wlth a layer"' fuf pla~-ter air;:d 
tbe!l1; will be textu..i::rad u.:~d .. ng <t.ip teitturhJg¢ The l.iillmide Jur::cti©i~Ti 
Ra11way ha~ 5 ~;i@gb1em(2 diesel and 3 rt;team)35 piece~ of r.glltng 
~tock~snd 85 feet of track~ 

The future of the layout is to fi~i~h all the ~ce~ery. Whe~ 
thl~ bl fi.nt~hed~we plan to add an exten~io.f\a. 

· A TRACK PLAN FOR THE HILI.:S !DE JflUNC't!ON RAILROAD 

SEGRiIARX REPORt_ 
A~ the new year pr~gre~se~ we ~hould do OK. We are ~e~di~g 

-etre 'l'MPST-~~~~ .t~ve moni!y e:1;1~ po~t.ege a~d we af.'e al~~ 
in.cludbi.g the chirectory for th€ wame reat\orrilQ With emy extra 
money~w~ will be: .~~ndi.f.lg po~t~r~ to hobb9: ~.hop~ to put iir.1. their 
win<atY~W. Hopefully thi~ wlll bl.'i.trng u~ moll."ei membe&'f5!o 

The new memberi'.'ilhi.p card~ have beerL pit i.nted and ~houid be bm i.die 
thi~ i&¥£ue G 

1 hope you all had a wonderful hKi)liday 8nd will ~t~rt the year 
off right by fl.ttodirmg me with aX"ticle~! 
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equipm~nt, If 
the ed itr()r. ) 
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IDBllt'.'ket;§ 

The pr·0t 
p:rrdduced 
2 ~ 6 uni ti~; 
gf theI~;:e are 
cylfrtder 56 
cyl 
~g:, the 
dutie;;'J ., 

I bought: 

"•::! Y' i~ ,,.. l. t i·'°' .... •.'! ' 

by ta ff 

'.!(OU bixy 
t lDeplQJt: " 

l rail.1'-·oi!ld 
iJ1~1U ld like t 0 t• 

c.«1Net'iS Atbe8it: 
this is an errorz 

~cale GP7. Athearn 
it r<~ally fUt exact 

a 1 locomott·0;·~, thec;J? 
di 

tobe:r 191.~9 195]" Tt·u:~JCt~ were 
the United Staten a la rcentage 

c'~ t U.1 Y.'urcm.tng today, 'I'he GI'? iB pc~.•.HH:ed b;fi a 16 
i re to, the [i1Ulllber Qf cubic :tnc 

1 ,,. "' ! r f~ • 1! • " s:amp e;!;;; or 1!\t1:u~al:'~1t'&'.'. .ty~Jnee."" equ1ppej 
l~d form with a detailed parts d 

~\IC;f.'k !"(;:;quired i1t to w 
r.aU.'E:l wbf,ch C«Ji!M:." w 1..udt,. The :g;t,at,1d:1i.0r1;':! mu0t b.~~ folded 
rr,:,;rut:10 the rail a?:, i.U.u::;;tr.ated t parts.:: di.agrai:n .. Th 

tr ickfI ope:icat i(Q;n~ hut o:e1ce you get th~ har:tg of i. t oAJ (;~~:: 
f i~h mt~ U!ilit in ~bcnit ~half at:; houiEo If you a:re c;areful J~<Q,U 
will have!'~ a 'tJe:lty r:dce iocc't!h»t ive, 

"l"'fe· ·~ . '~ , i· '~ ~'1> .f !., ... ' i • ~I\ ti.,·~"" Pf" ;5 ... .11.uE:£.e are ,,,,;:i: es: . .., 1;·:i"' . .i:.gu ... :Jl ... n ~.n ... wz;;,,,~r..·~. "'" , the~ U[!.der.:trami;'.? 
ii'B Ci!tl&it meta 1 Bif:'.~ the gocd ai;;\d There ~re- ti;\lc 
fly~hee ~ O!lte 

~?i.th mimA £tyi 

r;;i;;;. e;:ich ~tide fdf th<? !'ll<.QJCD:f, e 1 i:IJ ~qulp\pHt'Hi 
a,;n.d K:ru{!,k~~ cc!iup let'~ • '!'he de ta i. l ol!·~ b~;c:th 

I have nEver seen tter detail cm any e',;;,romt:n::t'l 1 

f 1 ~n.~h ~e ~ the mi:t1l"" l.;;J ;t_,rJ, 1;,,., ... -~ "'*' l" - ·~ 

?hproPta1 in ti ... u::1:1.©t.lt 
fc,rm flawleti;e; ly v 

and rtm cwe:ir al 1 but 
0 6fh~ B lorj¥ ~ ti~r't&CJ} if) tcDp.~) at~e ·q11ite aei, i~ 

jackrabb ~tart~ ~f u 
~c1r·kr::~ '1tin::y .r~ali!I;!tlffic·liil U:y {Jn ~t'1itct.di!i,g 

b f'.!:£""' ~~ ;~f ... !I 11 ~ ~... ., .. .t'.:1 ~, t f; 

~:!'Otld l.(J~li~; (1 

than t average 
car~ e a caboo~e at 

'J'ClA1iCe! & 9 but 
it1'.C 1 ttd hJg 

11 t~20~:z: 



thea:e are 
l"8 :t 
cal 

3n1 :e:,: 

t1 0 l c J1it:1 ld 
Af.t~:c 1 

thit:ri.a upi as 

would be 1. 

e~1EH:'J citrc :and 
'~i·ayb:t l l 

l n and taped to 
tM. ke a lFOr tblti wa yh i 1 b; 

. l then put la the t 
them on rila it 

T. ju~ t u;~~ed 
t{~ttt' Cf:d.!ttl§ 

~~nougb cards l t th~ cat' cax:·dt,~ and wrote 
one. With thq:;: waybil (fig. 2) I f it·~t 

was flipped over and says where 
t 

Rere the system can put to use~ 
a tra i.ns th~ W«~: i 1 ls ac;t ~~.;:;; a companyi · :i:li ord ~lf 

for a car. the d tcher get~ a ~ayblll he f 
.~ car Ltuzt fU:"-~ the lood ar.u1 putt~ th(f;; waiyblll il'~ the ~:::ar;s 

P.@ f i3i t:t1'd.u that i$ ged.ng t0-wat'd1:» th!!;;' ctMnpt:%ny. T il'f.'.' 

E:: take3 all hi15: ctu:'d6l arnd t!l<lke9 delive:ritEl'il. 
deli.very,, he flips 0Ve~~· the wayblll and 

t car n. The card l<:ii th@n put'!fthe ~1a1:l for t 'Hllt 

tb@:t·e a fre i.ght go ling vKl in the x lg it 
for' nc-w loadf:d c~u·, the di~patc;her· has that t 

plc} up the car. After the frelght delivers the c1r, 
th~ ta n out and the cat· i'.§ empty again. The 
w.:'3ybil1 bi: put d~ an the ptle a1.:.d th~ car is left on the @ 

untll it ls needed agaln. 
Tb s.v&tem t4~erns tc~ work wel1 9 and 1 hope it add§ .Si£J m icb 

l tf(e to opi&t'8t i.C);R~ fore you .a;s; it rloreg ~ § tnc:e we now ·:ave . 
way to get1eieate t1i'.'$]fftc. Iu the Kilext i.;s§ue l will ta I' abo tt 
ho,;~ 1 tgdtl!@d my l'l>·chedua fur fa~t c l~x::t<- t 0 E"H: tofi: . 



[--···--····-·----·--·----· -----i 

f. ':::s.. Q' ~" '· ! ~-~~i 
[ '""" '~,-~ '---........ t 
f ~, f 
"i==;:;".:-~-Z=-=~"="""'.-f I !1 , 
f D())( '''-¥"" ! 
! fv§(P.1"; l 
' D 0 1 I v~ i 

'foo J. !) 
J~ ....... ----""""'.c.._:.,.,.,__::;~-~-·"'---.4->---' ·-~.J: 

Nc11t far· uf A l s sma1~l (:i.t:-;r 
t{y fa::·ie~lld~::; lrd:t fui~ Mech2nLev:U h"? Df..\.;~ 
and the B&M about 1l~30 1,:;ne mortd.r«g, f tr:'~ t loot< at ;;1 tr,:-2 r n 
came when Uu·ee 'R(J..q loc:oi; trundled in ottt u.is; on thc-.tr 
way tnto tht~ ,1"-01?0 b n:£>£·m;; l p31_k'lt 

• 1"f~H:~ %" had m 
·' 

a r1d h 1 ue: s tr i. pe 8 on the nose. The rest of 

~ 

up and ready to leave. A Ceep 1 several later 
t L." -'12"' ".'ri:~j(' £!, .. ~~.,..."' t•L,::'/i \,::,,-,~~ i "·ii·" 17 4 ~"'~"~· $ ·;.- t"J!r·,-,-, 1- ~ &.. ~"j.r>...-·v $'l'. 

Uc p~.:: ... __ ··''L ~ 1 ti: , _ _,, ,,,; L iL;,,. ,, !M 1.llc- ... "· A .. .-, a" 'f'·:Ja •. 1."" '!:Ct,~;.~; -! 

bt:ak~ hoi.:m dom'lnatei'd the i~O<Jft 

ti· a 1.rn~ 
mode 

the 

W~?!--w.a lked fa:rther dc~m towards an Dld ~anding towei:'.' aUd 
loco ser~·ich~g f~ct litie£ll. D{:»w~ thf~ line a a&,1 swttcher wel':i 
movlng tr~~_r.d~ whet'e we had ju!":t eome. I be l t.:§"ve. i.t wa5 an 
§t.Yii.2~0 thr:: ta:miber wa§ l'.213. 3uddt2nly mv aJ1m::;~t hu~ed t1ut 
of my hearl"' for about l'-00 yar:.,ds aw~y wa;s a gallo'Ws turr~table 
Off to the s lde wJ,8 a b l~ick ~~i swttl!h°ex:· :1]1.:m1ber«!:'d 1211'. !t 
lool<'ed very much 1itk@ an ;;.;t>J8 •.. 

Eager for mir_,re thtng~ to see, w~ whee!~d down a dirt t"t-md 
tc~:u"d~ the hump. Su'me B&M tEEPS pulh~d a tralf'ii over the humµ~ 
1:J o we t~a t by a tu#er a~1d ta lk~d to a yard wod,.er f m:· a few 
mi.nut es. Fi.na l ly th;e tr-.~ ifi pt:is;c;~d and w~ crE1ssed the tracks to 
~H.:nn~ D&H C,628ii15:. 1 1.odk~rl do't..tt'i thf-:• trt:_H:;k ,to my .right mild 
almost f~ll rlrn1n'ft ~i.th 3luprts(:i for t><-?i;n:lo\g dowltJ on us wa~ 

After it 
th~:l! Qi.;c:i'fthbo·;u1~ i v"rJl~"df-J:-'~( 1 ~ 1'2·1 bF 1·h1c. IL'lf•">tJd r11d Pi!~~ is; q 
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Ted Bedell 

The y<::'!rir 1978 cl with :;1,A.ne~~hat uf a muffled ba for 
tht? North<"!!H:1t~n·ri. ~l".!'gioi.'J wi.th thre@ membt~t'l'.l tm:.'fling out fo:t· a 
full day of railfaEning tm ti'H?: LIRR. The flf::~t and last 
reg tori orgaL tzed tre iµ of the jtear war; mfld~ 1::1n D1C~cetnber 2 • 

Our <lay sta.eted at 9~00 AM when we fH~'t'tv~:d st Hicksvtl le 
Station. We prrn:eeded tp the ti.eh::t offtce wher® it too~ 
15 mfa1utes t:~:; get our tickets wrtttero up~ not: many people 
take tbi~ trc'lp .. ~e >Went to platform B to get on our tratn. 
As we looked ;:fo.~1\1 the mahll.lhi.12 we saw MP15 #16S comf..n~ up the 
lihe m.ntlk i.ng ltke a §tm;m engl1tH~. 'it1e wer·~ ama;;%~d: the MP15 ~ :& 

a~e le~rn tha 'l }H:':lH'.''5 old aad the 5mc1ki.2 wa~ fl$ th le~ as cGtton' 
Next we ;saw tr-ain 615 off th1c:- p0rt ;Jeffe!f.&f:eft branch wtth 
a1rn FA and twrJi C~:ie ij :s, $\ '..H~t:y rare s tght. The wf::ath~r wa;; 
c lea.r. t n bout ! 

With mu: tr: t~~ s tax:terl on the r lght foot,, w!f~ dep8rted o-~!. 
train 240 Otlly 7 mtnute!t!}' late. We a:c:rtved 1sli Ronkonkoma 
wh~re we would change trains. Suddefllly .... wa-: saw it! There 
icft the yat'd was the LIR'R"s sntJ.i'.1" plow t.f,,,,83, presumably at its 
winter t:ermlna l {~ee cover photo) 

We gif)t n~1 the Gr.le car train (see cover.). As wt: puller.I 
0ut of ~onkoinkoma our engine (MP15 /Jl"?f(t wc:u..i belch il:l1g wh i.te 
~moke all ovet' the place. The track ls1 l.n bad sh.ape orru tht? 

. ..:a r. ,_ ~ - t 'l"I.- ..li "' G i . '" 5 h • L e£H3' tern enu e.L tue ma ... n 1 !.faf: ,, n•~:? s µee:a u.m t lS 5 mp and turf' 
ride is li.k~ a bbcl<h~g bronco. We got: to Creenport at 12;12 pm~ 
where we sa~ the old tm:atab le pit of the ~team days. Wre had 9 
pa~!.Hd•riig~H:·~ ~:»ut of Rorikonkoma'i and five when we ~H'rti.ved in 
l(~re~mpoi1~t. 

We adj ourr~ed to have lunch with a good morning of t'E.d. lfan · 
ning behirsd us. Our tralt1 had a 2 112 hour layover. t·fe left only 
"l mimite;s latH t4ith 5 passengers. It look~d like the 3 railfan§ 
wer:e gotng to ~~ay fOl.' this tri.p, with the LtRR standb~g to lose 
about $400 on the ro\.tr1d tr i.p. 

iJe arrtv~d in ftonl<otwma at 4~1~ pm with a grand total of 13 
passengers (it us; a 93 ml le round tri11 tn 3 112 hour~ travel}. 

I got sou.~ more p: :C:ures of the wedge plow for the Depot. 
We changed t:raln~ anu ieft by 4~31 pm. ~---=~-

Wh~m. we got to Mb;,eola (after ch<.Higlng to an electric 
t:ratn at hi.clnnrille) we found that no traim:l to Oyster Ray 
would stop m1till ~7~13~ We decided to vl~tt the local hobby 
shop neai:bye. After unloading about S25, we returned to the statiof!l. 

We heard ft'om the• station armouncemetit that an ea~tbound 
electric t::catn had broken down about a mile wetllt of 1tilneola. 
Suddenly the whollil! Mat.&llne stoped= 0 aU. the signals wete restricting 
ar;.<l t:'W trs ins were m~YJ iri.g. After a ha 1 f hour of th is~ th ln@:s 
b~gau moving agairi. 1ctui: train was 20 mim,1tes late because 
l'.li<'e?v~r:,al t.»ther trairils had to clear the li..rn:~, 

We f~lt it W(i;>.> a gt'eat day and th~ delays wet0 e an excltlr-~~ 
way to ;;'.':i0>.d :Ur:, Evtf',v:' homt~ h~· 9 ~ OQ:, A-fl.e.,&.e.es ~ !eJ..1l~J,~ l{ 
Jt1.y Ya.l.c.rflort1e B6h 111.f.vcv. 1 

) . , . 



RAIU~.OAD STRUCTURES tr·tl wa ter-~sta-Eiot:i--
Water ststicrnsi a!'e us.ed. by railroads! to supply l~ca:MnitJtive~ 

with water" The,; i.U"t~ u.&'ilU."'lllly lOt'.;ated 5.,,20 miles apart depeni:.Hng 
on the fiB.ture of the t:s.'.'affic. The type of water stati.on~ 
usied depend upoflil wh.ether the locomotive is to be filled 
before or after l!ltaietiing, and :tf the trai.n is stoped o:re 
moving. The a«JJdith":!:r& of a shop or engiITTt~ house will :lrrJcreas~~ 
the amount of water needed o · 

Water ~tatif;in~ Ghould have two i.nrlepaf.¥.dant water supplies 
in case of h\~'Eakd<~n Olt reps tr@~ Th~y ~hou ld he located so a@ 
to accomodate the beav:test traffic exptl:?cted ii and should be as 
close as posP:1i.bl~ to the wat.f•r supply. 

The size of the stat ion f.s d.;_"'peu.dant on the the rnlmb!:--r of 
engi.nes to b~<? watered, thf; sizq;~ of the eragifiles,, and the di.stance 
to the next :~itat:trut~$ This total ~hould b~~ increased 25~5(ft. 
to allow for flucu.ations ln @upply. 

The quality of tti~ter ts most i.mportant. Dirty w*tet' causes 
depos lts and co:rres ion. tn.s lde the engtne. tf water ne@rbyie ts 
not gooo CfUB 1 ity then. U:: might be to the ra l lroods sdvantag~ 
to pipe watet' from. fartheI' away. For the mot:.~t part 
water comes ft18ioly fK'om springs, brooks, ~tresms, pom:h-:;, lake~ 
and wel.ls o 

Water ls lf;,:aded lnt~ engi~es; from (! wate!" tank usually located 
right near ··:i;ie track. Another way that wss used by tbe Penns:ylvar:d .. .1-1 

Rai.lrood was to have a funnel shaped pipe lowered into a 
shallc1~11 trough located between the rails. The force of the 
er.igi.ne m~ndng at high ~peeds ~ucks the water up into the 
eng:ln2, thw: the @t1gi,r.i.e does not hav"'~ to §f.op to pi.ck upt~ater ~ 

On large y~rrl~ the tank is usually located near the engine 
hous0 or coaling 5tation. It.can sometime~ be l()Cated oon~gat 
thie hf!!ad of the yllr!"d so the eimgine can take on water 
ju§t before it !§lt.etrts its r~n. 

On single track' roods :ii the wat~r ta ink i!S located ©lr;l. th@ 
oppi~itre sid~ of a ~tatioin right where the engtne standt3l •. l~i1 a 
double track lttnie the tank is at ol!le e1r1d with a pipe going tell 
th~ other t$id@ at the oth~a· end< · 

Wooden tanks are m~ed most~and are a distinct feature on 
American ra i h:·o,~d~. !n europe tint~ta l tankg a:r.e ~ost c1'.!lm!WJ&:L 

The· tank~ are u.~u.ally 16-30 feet· in diameter and contalti 
20.,,80 thotmand g~~llons of water. The floor of the tank is 
u~n:.ta l ly 12 ~·15 fe~t abl.~e the track· orl foundati.on.:s th.gt <9re 
mait'l!ly ston@ 0r woad. rn colder cli~t,e!S t:He tank· i~ usoolly 
e~closed to keep th~ water from fiee~iGg. -
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t.et's face it'i IJi<>.re lt>ve;d the ratlroods for many yea£'i:i, airud 
it angers me to h~ar the tinknowledgeable publ:tc constantly "bad 
mootb 0 our natioos m~t important form of transportatton. Little 
do they kn0W the importance of "steel wheels oo steel ratlsu~ 
l 9m constaatly bearlr.g from people that puat~s are our ~reatest 
form of transportatioJLJ.~r long dl~t:ance traveling~ Doo't get me 
wr.9ng<> I"m not putti~~NA 'j) I9m just expressing my viewpoint~ 
You have to admit that plane travel does ha~e one advantage ~v~r 
train§ and that ·is spe~d~ nothlng else. 

But let me get @ff that subject and get back to the '*bad 
mouthuLg" eif.tuaticm'i) at1id for thl8 I have two superb exampl@s z 
t:xample IL Recently Nevsday print.ea an article claiming that 
'fhe L:LRR rafi faster lfil 1903. I don•~ see how you can possibly 
ct;~re th@ LlRR ba 1903 to 1978 .. Of co\ll'se the LIRR ran faste1: 
then the then but lt only ran 200 odd tralns daily compared to 
todays flgure of 715~ Also in 1903 they handled only about 
17,000~000 pas$enge~~ yearly, compared to todays figure of 
50,000, 000 pas~enge1·s. 
Example #2,, The country went throu~h a t-ecent nationwide rai.1 
strlke. It wasn~t very long before Lt started showln~ up on the 
~atlOiirS econotny! So I ask you, 'R<N can they be old fashion? lt 11 s 
obviously been proven that any rail strike tn this country 
deflnltly hurti5. 

Sci for thc>@e who still believe that railroiads have f!OOe teatof 
of style, t~ll them you just can 9 t believe that that brand new 
"tn style'• 147 can haul as much coal as that out of style 
A~B-A set of F units. 
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Ct1st:om mode ?ailr pai.nttng/l~tt:~~\t!.ng. R<:asonable pl':i.C€!£l. 

and fH2@8ti.vn.s to v_reil B:c-del.l (adch:esr,i, sl:H'.l>Ve} 

I MOPE YOU AI.1',, HAD A 
HAPPY. !'lEW' Y.EAl{ AN:6 wu~.!4 
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