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The Long Ysland Reiircad snow plow ftop 1@5““ Jaws Y1 at ite
home ia Rookonbloma. The LIRR Creeapor? traia (bottom), An
easthound Coarall! Frelght {(top right) rells along nesr *he
Mohawk River
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Presidents letter
wirst of all, ¥ would 1ike to conpratuiate the Jxecufive

board aad a1l the members who have contributed to the Depot.

The size of the iesues has increased and hopefully will teve!

off at a standssd 10-14 puage isgus., T also thiank {t is great to

have the variety of articgles wé?are printiog. Hopefully thig

will be a contiouviop trend to keep our regional publicatiocn av

the top of the reviews.

The membership figures are alss tooking better. 1TF we coafinue
to get new members at <'he rate of two or three every fssue,
we should do 2lright. T perscaally have recruited ten new
members for wvur region io the psst six months.

We are begining to pul our new member program ifatoe effect,
but enly on 2 amall scale as we lack Funds for postape. As the
siruation {aproves, so should our membership figures. As we send
out the 1979 directory we will include ovr asw membership card,
we hope you live it because it cost a bundle. Mozt of rhe cos?
was for artworl charges and subseruent printings of vhe cards
will be less expeasive,

The time is uson us to talk ab our the possibility of haviog
a summer convention. Steve Haddock, who 1g well on the way *o
fotal recov-ry f{rom his accident, and myself have been discussing
this subject. Siace 307 of osur memberz Tive on Long islaad,
ge think it sheuld be here. We would Vike it to be a two or
three day affair, consisting of ratifazaning and layout
touring. Please feel free to send us your sugpestiocns about
this., T will keep you posted ss to what devolopes.

The last thing T have to say iz about your comments and
complaints. Several members have come up with good suppestions
for the Bepol. We ape 2iways gilad to recieve a complaint or
comment because 1t helps to provide for a better publicatioa.
Please coantinue o send us your articles so the next igsue
i1l be even better,

Ted Bedsil
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L The Yoneg Tsland Railvoed.

gerving Wew
Railroad irt
a Aurhoricy,
The road
traine

The Loar Tsland Railroad i{e the oaly railrcad
Yorks Loag Tsiaad. Oace owned by the Peonsyivania
now cperstes under the Meitroepoltitan Transportatl
which has ite blue and black "¥" on all rotling s
hags a large commuter ftd@fship, more thaa 207 of
pass eng&r traios. .

The LIRR connects with rhe rest of the world wia%ﬁomrai?
freight connection in Wew York fity, where most of the commuters
work. Except for the trains operating on the Port Wasghi o6
branch, trains can only go to Hasgsau gad Suffolk via Tamaica
and past the 8 track Jamsica station. Nassau and Suffoik ave
easteramost counties which include 3/4 of Long Islaad. Just
of Jemaica station is one of the mozt ilmportant yarde on th@

{isiznd; Holban Vard. Holbaco Vard ig a tereinal for sll frelght
traine in all directiocns except for a few peddlars. g0 in
Jameica are the general o¢ffices and shops. The Morris Park
perform malotens sce on locomotives and rolling atock, as well
as the rebuildi-g and conversion ¢f locos aad rolilag stock.
Joamaica is %hé ~entral end most lwportant point on the ralire

Most. ii no.’ all the trackage west of Jamaica bas third
alecty atL@n, but the?®0 miles of track east of Jamaica
aot +ified. On the nonslectric track, all passeaper Trs
are hi d with diesal lecomotives. These trains terminate
ar Jamaica or an electriefied polar sast of Jamalca, where weﬁf
nabaeag 28 transfve
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The LiRR(cont.)

Among all the passenger trains the freights have to run, uguzally
in the hele or vuaning te cleay the line. These traians arve
geaerally short, aiahnugh there are some on the mainiine that
total up to 68 cave. Mest freight e average iless then &U
mileg, with sowme ﬁf%iﬁ& working the branches on an as needed
basis. A1l freight is gathered in Wolban yard, where it is
dispatehed in new traias for iluaterchange with obraill, Freight
customers were gresitly reduced when trucks iavaded Loog Ysland,
as with most reilrcads. However, freight ig generally stable

st this time.

The LIRR has @ very goed public relsticns office. 1 obtained
much informstican threough 1t, in the {form f letters, data, photos
and various rosters and oCh‘ﬁuzﬁbc ﬁy next article will be abour

“he LIBR's new motlve power fleet.
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REASALE S XN

Conrail is probably the largest raifrosd g the United States,
it was formed by & nusber of baabrupt railroads by the
Uaited States Rﬁv?wa? Assocciation. The faderal goverament s now

1o charge of the Coonsolidated gall Corpgration.

Conrail was formed by these rallrcads; New York feafrral.
rennsylyvania HewHaven (Penn Ceatral). Readiog Rallread Ceutrad
of Wew Jersy, Yrie-Lackawauora snd the Lehigh Vally., A1V rhese weve
bankrupt at this time.

The DelaresHudson acd the Boston & Maine were not included
because the D & ¥ wag financailly strong and the B & M wes
bankrupt at the time but handliing its cwn problems. Vith the
creation ¢f Conrall the D & H expanded into Buffale and Southern
Peansylvania on trackage abandoned by Conrail, Wich the tabecsver
of these these rundowa, low business lioes the D & ¥ went
bankrupt. However don't worry the go-erament is giviag theam
funds to service squipment and upgrade rolling steck,

Ever since the creation of Coareil the goverament has beeun
putting meney iato it, buf no woney is comiang back. Conrall is
puttiag money into repairlﬁg aud repainting rolliag stock. Conreil
has been worklog on locomotives that are so bad that if they
traded thea iﬁ%@r aew onss, they would come sut shead iu the 1o 7
run. In fer © thev should trade in old rollimg stock for new eaulpment’
instead of painting the whole fleet. Most railfacs would iike
this as they would get a chanecs to take rogter shots of paiat

., . o 4 |y
schemes that no longer appear. {CONT.
-:-wq&u‘mtvmmﬂ-ﬁqummcuw~ms“o«;vmﬂQn::*mw&wlsuw.me»avmnt;:‘:&x":’:.mwxsmnagmma—wmv,ﬂxeﬁv:cz«‘::c&u.u:-_«wxne&

“the last issue there was a mistake. Tn the article oa the

P & W, rthe roster said that {¥ owned 7 RS1E°s and 1 REVS. since
there is no such thiag, the ¥ & W must have goofed on fhe info
they gent wme. Tt probably west 2 RE3's aad 1 ®S2,
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L TRETEAERS RSO MRIMY  {eonlt,)

money for more cupplies bacause ay father
traing.

About the middle of july we had sa
plenty of thack, switckes, and other stuff.
in the rew track and switches, we di@ﬁ@w@r@%

sister had cut & Lot of wires under the ¢
awfﬁﬁéuéﬁ rewlre, it took 2 weeks of m@ﬁex
of wire, a spool of solder, snd 34 feet of
wire into bunﬁieﬁ‘

./

&Y the writi of this erticle ws elagiical mﬁsﬁka
sud 16 w;ec tricai turcout Host
paper mach® which will be cc
ther will be textuvad usio

K

Rallway has 5 engloes(d d
stock and 85 feet of track.

The future of the layout is to fimish all the scenery. When

this g fiais %&@ we plan to add an extension.

A TRACK PLAN FOR THE HILLSIDE JUNCTION RAILRUAD

A% the new year progresses we should do OK. We are sending
@“%E?@@«%@éw@ia&&_tamﬁﬁye moaky on postage and we are also

including the ddrectory for the same reasom, With sny extra
money,we will be sending postere to hobby shops to pﬁt in their
windows . Hopefully this will %fimb ug more seabers

The aew wembership cards bave been srinted znd ﬂ%@ﬁh@ be inside
this issu @ﬁ

1 h@p@ ywm all had & wonderful holiday and will sturt the year
off right by flooding wme with avticles]



PRODUCT RE the Depast staff

wlar section in the Depot.
2 quallty mudel railroad
nd fn & product review,contact

(.4 ifgor s
it is &ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ g .
eguipment. 1& y@a would 1ik
the editor.) ,

This first cev vers Athearss HO scale GP7. Athearn
markets it as a GF hia is an ervor, it iy really an exact
model of the B ‘

The prostotype
produced b@tweea
2,610 uvnits

Gip7 is & 1500 h.p. dies
~"ef 1949 and June
he United States

ilocomotive. they
. There were
large percentage
of these are still runcing today. The GPF7 iz powered by a 16
eylinder %éi“{ﬁ-; feﬁ»rs to the sunber of cubic inches per
eylindar.) They were indeed “gemeral purpose” (GF) loccmotives
a8 the falix@awu used theam for freight. passenger,and szwitching
duties.

T bought two samples of Atkesru's fiywheel equipped GP7.
they come in ascembled form with 2 detailed parts diagramand
parts list. The only work required is to put the wire hasd-
rails which come with ¢he uait. The stanchicos must be folded
cnte the railing as 1lloztrated in the parte diagram. This
iy tricky operaticn, bub once you # the bang of 1t you can
Firish one wnit in 2bout @ half an hour. If you are careful
will have a very ulce locomotive.

There are no lead welghts ia sAthearn’'s models, the undexframe
is cast metal ang the loesu iy good and heavy. The
flyuheels, one each side of the motor. The model

pasd D€
B
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@
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P
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o
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with MMRA style couplers. The detail om both body and trucks
is emcellent: I have never seen betteyr detsil on any commercial
diﬁgai Locomotive.

perform flawlessly.
and run over all but
stops are quite an #=
of other equipment.
%@ai&y on switching chores
ach model usez lese

age
c8rs aﬂﬁ a cahoose &

zyel traek, - -but wl
cype GP7!

ica & Sante Fe, but the

names &ncl wding
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' the 1@&& ﬁﬁﬁ puts h@ waybill ia the cars
traion that is going towards the compaay.

then takes all tis cards and makes deliveries.
akes hig delivery, he flips over the waybill and

{ : ', The card is then pué%%h@ asil for that
wﬁ 20 th@ze ig & freight going on ia the rigit
icaded car, the dz@pM€¢%er has that freight

up &h@ car. &fter the freight delivers the cir,
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put back ca the pile and the car is left oa the sidiag
until it nesded a. '
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DIACRAMS ON NEXT PATE
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TRER T0 THE TRACKS . MECHANTCVILLE

Jechanicvilie.
u¢ the DAY

Not far aorth of i the small city
¥y frieads and T lef che Mechanicville ya
and the B&M sbout 1 ne morniag. Cur first
came when three B&M lTocos trundled in front
way into the yvard.Two of thes woeve BM bice p

scheme Ceeps. They had minutemen silhovetted oo the front
and red, white and biue siria 5 on the noge. The vest of the
ccomotive was a basic B :
Coatlouviag on into the
up and ready to ieave
the power ?“’ the trai
brake housiangs dominated ¢ T

We-walked farthey doww ?@wgrds ana uid sanding tower alid
loco s'\\ﬁcbﬁw facilities. Dowg the line a B&M switcher was
moving towsrds where we had }H%t come. T beliéve. it was an
aW%ﬁﬂG the sumber was 1213, Suddealy my eves almest buged out
of my bead, for about 200 yards awiy was.a galliows turntable
Off to the zide w%g a black B&M Swwf&ﬁe* numhered 12312, v
locked very much iike an sWa.

Eager for more thiongs to se
towards the bump. Some B&M CEE
50 we sat by a tower and talke to a yard worker for s few
minutes. Finally the train pas eé and we crossed the tracks to
gsome DEH C-628"s. 1 looked down the track to my right and
almost fell dowa wit suprise for bearing down on us wa
the acrthbeuad "Adiro A”q led by the proud old pi's!

e “ﬁu@ﬁ ~@"@ra1 trains
i lster models ware

1eg snd dyaamic
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by pets Q3 BFE
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e, we w%ée%pd down a dizrt road

5 pulléd a tralo over the huamp,
&
&

After it gaﬁqfaq w5 d and thﬁ,grﬁwﬁéé 628" aad o
Dad rE-11. gZiiﬁf te 8 £ine day.
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RATLFAN MEET: CHNEENFURT Ted Bedell

a muffled bang for
turaiag out for a

raster >
day of faii¥aqf

fuil fau o the LIRS first and las
reglion @rgam zed trip of the pear was made ou December 7,

Qur day started at 9:090 &M when we arrived at Hicksville
Station. We proceeded tp the tickszt office where it took
15 alanutes o get our tickets wricten up: not many people
take this trip. We weat to platform B to get on our trala.

As we locked down the mainliue we saw MPIS #1865 comiug up the
line smoking like 2z staem engilne. We were amazed: the MPif's
are less thau Z years old and the smoke was as thick as cotion’
Next we zaw traio 915 off the port Jefferson braanch with
an FA& and two CP38's, a very rare gight. The weather was
clear to boot!

With our trip started on the right f&@t( we depavted og
train 240 only 7 miautesf late. We arvived ia Rookonkoms
where we would cbhauge traias. Suddenly.... we saw it! There
in the yard was the LIRR"s snow plow W-83, presumably at its
winter terminal {see cover photo)

We got oo the cae car trala (s2e cover). As we pulled
cut of Ronkookoma our engine (MPLS #170) was beliching white
smoke all over the plsce. The track i¢ iu bad shape on the
eastern end of the mein line. The speed limit 1s 35 mph aad the
ride is like a buckiog bronco. We got to (reenpoct at 12:12 pmy,
where we saw the cld turatable pit of the steam days. We had 9
passengers out of Rookonkoma, and five when we arrived in
Creenport .

We adjourced to have lunch with a good moralng of railfan-
ning behind us. Our trale had 2 2 1/2 hour layover. We left only
? migutes late with 5 passengers. It looked like the 3 railfans
were golang to pay for this trip, with the LIRR standing to loge
about 5400 on the vound trip.

We arrived in Ronkouoma at 4:18 pm with a graﬁé total of 13
gaggemgaf: (it's a 93 mtie r@und trip in 3 1/2 hours travel).
I got some more pi{ures of the wedge plow for the Depot.
we changed trains ana left by 4:31 pm. -

When we got £o Miueola (after chaangiog to aa electric
traia at hicksville) we found that ao trains to Oyster Bay
would stop uvatill B7:13} Ve decided to visit the local hobby
shop aearbye. After unlcading about §25, we returned to the station.

We heard from then® statioo anncuncement that an eastbound
electric train had broken down sbout a mile weat of HWineola.
Suddenly the whole Maldline stoped--ali the signals wege restricting
and no trains were movicg. After a8 half bour of this, things
began moving agaian. Cur traile was 20 minutes late because
gseveral other trains had to clear the live.

We felt it was 2 great day aond the delays were an exciting
way to end ir. Bveryone gobt home by 9:00, A‘H’Qg‘\&%s ‘(TQL :BQCL‘Q /
Iﬂ{ an~(~Lorhe Bsb ﬁ/uvan,
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?)“?%ﬂﬁ, Dirty w@t@r causge

e Lhe ﬁ&ﬁk ig at one end with g pipe goin
the other gide at ﬁh@ sther ead. '

Wooden tanks are used wmost . zad are a distinet feature on
American ra iéfwe%@« gm europe Hmetal tanks sre @est common.
The- taﬂk% ars ugually 16-30 fest in ?ixm@ﬁ@f aad ﬁ@ﬂtgi@
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20-80 thoussnd gallons of wateyr. The £
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247's vs ., A-B-A's

Jay Wawthorne

Let's face it, iPve loved the railrosds for many yesrs, and
it sogers me to hesr the dakanowledgeable public constautly "bad
mouth® our asations most important form of transportation. Little
@J they kaow the impuftaa@e uf Ysteel wheels on steel rails®,
i'm constamily heariug from people that plates ave our greatest
form of traan $p@rtﬁti@ﬁ for loaz distance traveling. Don't get me
wrong, ["m anot @u*txa@ﬁ A, 19m just expressing my viewpoiat.
You have to admit that plaﬂe travel does have one advantage ower
trains and that is speed, nothing else.

But let me get off that subject and get back to the "bad

mouthing® situation, and for this I have two superdb examples:
Example #1. Recently Newsday primted an article claimiag that

ghe LIRR reo faster im 1903, I don'k see how you can possibly

compere the LIRK im 1903 teo 1978. Of course the LIBR ran fastey
thea the then but it only ran 200 odd traics daily compared to
todays figure of 715. also ia 1903 they haudled oaly about
17,000,000 passengers yearly, compared to todays figure of

50, G@@ 000 passengers.

Ex&mpiz #2 . The c@antry went through a zﬂcent natioawide rail
strike. 1t wasn't very long before it started showlag up on the
nations economy! 3¢ I ask you, How can they beold fashion? it's
cbviously been proven that any rail strike in this couatcy
definicly hurts.

o for those who still believe that rallrsads have gone notof
of style, tell them you just cau't believe that that brand new
in gty?&" 747 ¢au haul ss zuch coal as that ocut of style
A~B-4 set of ¥ units.
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i€ aayone has a8 copy o©
contact the puplisher,
Long island Railroad color photo sets, 10 prints 24,00,

Ted Bﬁdai'ﬁ HWilltop Dr., f’{%@:yﬁfﬂfé_@'%@ﬁfi 11709

Custom meﬁ& raiilread painting/letteriag. véa$@ﬁ$§§@ prices.
Seqad S34F and ruestions to Ted Bodell (address above)
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I ﬁ@?i“mﬁ ALL HAD A

HAPPY HEW YEAR AND WILL i

TATR IT OFF RIGHY BY

JRITIHG ARTICLES. ..

- % AND MORE ARTICLES. ..

ARD MOEBE ARTICLES. ..
AND THEN SOME.




TED ], BepeLl
11 HILLTOP DR.
BAYVILLE, NY 11709



mark
Text Box




