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This iz cne of the five Baldwinebulilt dual
geyvice type, 1800 series, L-8-4's of the Den-
vey and Rio Grande. They have 25x30 inch
eylinders, 72 imech drivers, 285 pounds pressure.
Waighing &76,%60 pounds, these engines deliver
5,000 horse power and exert 67,000 pounds of
bractive effort. Costinmg 140,000 a pisce,
theme beautiez of the rall were used to haul
the road's cpack Ireight and passenger ruuns on
beth MofZat Tunnel and Royal Gorge rovies.

On The Cover

Bditor's Hotebook _ ;
This issue Teaburss a special guest editvorial frow formey Dispatcher sditor {(mow |
publisher), anu former AR presideni, Paul J. Hanton, 1
Rememberiag The Old AR
Ones agein, holidiy greetiags ave in opder from me, your ex-president, to you, |
‘the AR membeshsip family. This Christwas, howsver, we noltice a steady decline in AR |

membership «ad active participatidn in the Regiocns What ie to acocount for these un~
fortunate figures? YWell, we'we ot intending %o peint the finger at anyone; buk, rather
let's take an analytised look at the problen. '

When I first asswwed sontpol of the AR baek in 1373, sur nembership sicoed at an
all~time nighy about 36 menbersg. That wam a wopping total for those days. Bob Spragus
was stilil editing the Digpatcher, which rarely reachsd 12 pages. 4 new italent wes bew
ginning & surface asound that time, too, as we started v see some rezlly cool covears
popping vp ev the front page of the Dispabteher. This “talent” turned oub to be our
present fesretary/Traasurer, Frank Chadwisk, snd, I might point out that Frank was o nly

a lad of 13 when he joined the Reglion. 4¥e would often kid him aleot abevt hnis vouihfule
negs, bii it just rees o show you that it really doesn®i matler how old oune is if he
ie involved enomgh with the bhobby, The younger AR nember has oftentimes provided us
with many inevations in fthe past. This iz alsoe, unfortunaiely, & trend which seens o
have dropped off by the wayside as of late, ’

Baek B the 21d days, the yearly duses used ¢ e only & buck. One would gelt alod :
for that &ingle greenback, too, including a printed memdborship card, a membership dirs |
setory and the latest issue of the Dispatcher just for signing up. Yhen Beb Sprapue
decicd that he could ne longer afford te keep editing the Dispatcher, the duties ways
gup-ed over to Frank Chadwieck and Chris Bueckley, alse at the time one of our youigsst
mr4bers who hag sghown some real initiative by producing, along with Frank, some of the
.Anest Dispatchers we have evur sesn. With the use of somwe of the offmet priniing
?quiﬁment at Chris? school, we were sble to, for the first time, see pictures printed
in the Dispateher, which was quite a jump from the sim page ditto printed rag we'd been |
seeing all along up until that period. |

it was alsc arouand that time, say 1974, whon the infamous AR fued was taking place |
between the "North Jorsey Boys" (namely Ray Hakinm, smgain one of ouyw youngar constibue
ents), and the "Philly Boys" ( which was probably direccted Lo mysekf). Thbse days,
our members would actually look forward to the next issue of the bispatcher just to
cateh up with the fued, And the fued itself was really cireled around some protty
mediocre subject matter, having taken wy first railfanning trip ©o the Ssranton PA en-



probably Tom's., (Tom, where are you when we need you?)

. Right now we stand at an all time low of Bl members, not really a small group but if we
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gine facility after a bit of trouble findimg it. Oh well, we won't dig up dead dogs
but, one must admit, back in those days, the AR was alwnys Junping with excitement.

Duping tbe period from 1972 to tbe preseni, AR mertership bas fluctuated inmmensly.
Ye dropped to 48 meumbers during my administration from 1973-1975, giving or taking a
few, It seemed to remain pretty stationary despite a diee increase to a dollar and a
half. But, the extra fifty cents from each member was sut to the fullest use, &g there
vere segaeral double length (24 page) Dispatchers releas:d in sucession. The 2h-pazer
was starting to become a standard commodity especially sround the time I personally
assuned editorship of the publication. The momey was 'sed for extras like more pictures
a printed directory and, not to mention, higher poatag: costs. ¥Ve also initiated a
full-fledged membership drive through the efforts of fine folks like Lone Baple Payne
and Betsy Summers (who for a while held the distinctiocs of being the only girl in the
AR}. Besides the only female among us for some time, *sisy has certainly done her share
for the advancement of the Region, _

She held the post of secretary/treasurer from 19 54-10977 and, during that time has
kept on top of our budget and bas personally recruite! more new members than any other
single person in the group. With Betsy's hand in the money box welve never gone in
the red. Betsy now holds the distinction of being ycur new Dispatcher editor and so
far she’s becn doing an absolutely splended job of i'. I would like to urge you to
please help Betsy by sending what you can. Help to teep the Dispatcher the good, reads
able publication it has been for years. UYe still 1ik: to see some diversity between
the pages. If an issue is writen entirely by one oy two people, it tends to get a bit
monotinous and one-sided and the average membor wil. eventually put it down after the
first couple of para. rapha.

Lots of other names should be mentioned here too. IHow can we ever forget about
Steve Harper, past AR president who practically bu lt the Region up from the ground in
the early days of 1970-71~72% Or John Held, whoss orgenizing efforts in the past have
kept many railfans bappy. dJokn was also an ex-Dispatcher editor {0 boot. I %think he
has perbaps planned and organized more conventious and activities than any single force
we know of. Last but not least, try to remember if you can, the one and only slusive
Tom Papadeas, the famous New Jersey Greck who has supplied transporiation on countless
occasions in tle past. If any AR member had only sme {ellow®s phone numbepr, it was

What has happened to all of this as of late? Hell, president Drake is tryinsg to
continue the trend which was started ycars before w.ih the nelp of Betsy, as editor,
and Frank as secretary/treasurer, but thiere is stil) much to be done to get the AR back
to the way it was in its hayday. And it can be dome if we all do our small part,

can assume approximadely a 100 participation principle {which sceums to be the eace in
Just about every railfamning/modeling group or organizati n), we can expect that about
3s% pecple are actually pulling their weight. DLet's take a guick name by name rundown
Judging fron the vast six months of vispatcher publication. We see names like Frank
Chadwick, Betsy Summers, Deucc lanton, Ducky Drake, Dave Kings, John Gibbons, Barry
Sithk, Chris Buckley, and possibly two or three others who Pop in on an ocecasional
basis. Granted it's a bit more than 103 participation, but the figures still could

be improved. low about sharing your viems? Welrpe always glad to:hear from you, and
you'll always get a reply. All of the officer’s addresses are printed right in the
Digpatcher; 50 why not give it a try?

IThe Duck Speaks jimuine.s.Something New For '7§?

Unce apain the time of year is upon us when we let 1977 roll back into our minds
and let the new year of 1978 besin. Host of #s tend to agree that 77 was a yaar of
change and, as usual our memb-rship has taken a turn for the worst. Only a handful of
people bothered to remew their dues back in Uetober, therefor, the membership list now
stands at an unhealthy 34, HNot a very goid turn out to start the now year. Teamwork
is the name of the game, but I nardly eall 3% people a teaw, only because about half
of those people are considered active memb -rse In the last Jispatcher, on the front
cover [ asked if unyone was inter:sted in vianning & trip over the Chrisimas holidayse
I only received one letter from a Hew Yori redident interasted in the idea. Granted
everyone had something to do or somewhere to 205 but what a out all 3% of you others? |




hmeden P _ i .
Beriously Tolks, Let’s put our heads toged 1 ook into the tulure. If w P |
together 7o ean plea gwoorel tvips lJop. Bhe asdg yeay bus, 1725 be damned L4 T7a oy &
g0 another year as president of PSHCARY (Silent Majority of the Allegheny Reczios). How
about a few pailfanning trips te thoese places you've always wanted to ge but you could
act afferd? If we all get fopether we can get group rates to ralliroad museums, rail-
road yard and shop tours, ete. But when I say group, I mean at least 20 to 30 members.
For those of you oul there who weceive Digpatehers, look at the covers and then throw
them away, what sen I sgay? Really now, who are you kidding ~ just yourself. Nost of
the AR staf? probably feels the same way I do bubl what can we do besides come to yomr
home and hand deliver the Dispaichers with a baseball bat to wake some of you upl Lettis
get off our butts and get a future railianning ¥rip together for everyone to meet those
people whoe make up the AR. X can't do iy myself , believe me I've tried but at fimes
T feel that I'm juet weating down my fingsrs typing this for somsome 10 throw inio theip
fireplace. 1'm always open for suggestions. I tried evarything that I can think of:
membership drives, railfanniaf trips, elc. dul I need your help. Drop me a line, write
me @& letier, drop & bhoab on amy apartment, aaything. But I'm not going to spend my
time being president of the AR If there is wo AR, Ve, yes we, can pull this Begion eoul
of the hole it is in only if yeu, the members, stand up and help. Let's make 78 &
real vear of change, & change for the AR, A 7%ore active Repicn for 1979 sheould include ]

LES

1
|

more organized railfanning trins, meets, slido shows, and, hopefully, this year a sonw
vention. How, 1%°s all up to you the nembers, to decide either o sit buck and let |
the AR staff waste their good time or stand uy and take part in the face-lift of the ﬁR@]

1

Make 1% stromger, bigger and better for the nev year, Something new for *78, how
about PARTICIPATIUNZ?I! :

He Speaks: The Secretary/Treasurer's Repori _

Frank informs us that the balauce on the bocks is holding at $21.3%, If you were
listed in the las? issue as being up for repnewal ad haven't done so, RELDY NCWIT I
you did renew, please disregard this nobtice,

Chris Buckley Stev.:e Harper Dave Manton

Frank Chadwick John We Held Chuek Klein }
George Cunic ' ’ T Grep LaRoces T Kent Mays oo 0 ' |
Seuit Drake ' Paul J. Fanton Hark Sclomon

Bob Sprague

Reciopal News: 014 Heads Revival by Paul J. Hanton

Thursday, December 29, 1977 saw the first officially organized "AROLd-Foglies" rew-
union, which took place at Ralph DeBlasi's house in Cherry BiLl, NJ. The event was
planned and organized by John Held bubt, unfdritunabely, Jihn e¢ame down with the flu the
night before the meet and was unable Lo stiend., Howewdr, those who 418 show up had a
good time reminiscing old times, leooking at slides, and p.aying arvound with Ralpyhis ;
Lehigh Valley Railroad. Participants included Bob Sprague, Tom Devenny, Tom Papadeas,
John ¥eloughling Pa:l Manton, and Ralph. It took a few hows ro get everyone topether
due to conflicting work schedules and siuff like that but, it was good to sec everyone
together again. Ralphk made a propesal to organizse a spring railfanping trip, like
sometime arcund Harch or April, for all the "Old-Fopies" 1o vet together again perhaps
up atong the DEH. Maybe even ipy to include Altoonz and Pit sburgh if vossibles. Jove
detaile on this meet Lo come in a Iater issuz.

¥ect Revisw: Haanlon's Birthday frip
Hovember 1l=13, 1977 «~- Manton's Ubirthday trip” %o Hageritown, Cumberiand, D and
Pittsburgh, Altoona, Pi, The group consisted of Paul and Deuce Hanton, Ducky Drake,
Frank Chudwick for the first lepg to lagerstown, where we ¢amped in the cold at track-
side along the #:U main. The i2th we moved oo to Cusborland ane the Chessiefvestarn
haryland facilities there, finally moving on to Pitisburgh that iight where we Joined
Betsy and FPaity Summers, bave Hay and Kevin Srganlon. fHovies and lides followed that
aight at the Sheriton Inn in Pittsburghs We also made a televisiwg
brought the videc-tape recorder along for the trip. The following
headed back east, stoppdng at Altoona where we found our WaEy up a 1is

production, having
ay, the 13%th, we
reow and muddy ger -
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vice road to NG towy (up grade; at tiorseshoe Curve. It was a cold weckend, but well
worth 1t in pictures

YEFTT

Very belated Chr.stmas Gifts to various AR members ... From the AR staff. At this
time we would like o0 Hreusk away from our usual format to present these well thought
wishes to some very spicial peoples

JOH HilDesosssesossRalifan’s Guide to Death Vulley

DiLCS FALMON. svsesesfracage Righte to the First Railroad on Mars

DAV AINGSeesescocwslhe bitire iUnion Pacific Ruilroad Imcluding: A1l Locks, Keys,
Switcles, Maintenance of YWay Sguipment, Conductors Caps, Signs,
Signuals, Vimetables, StationSc.cnsesosscss

J0Z TARVIRNIovownoosd S5U0,1001be Big Hac

DiVE HAYeosewssosesoline Larye Gversiuffed Chessie Catl

FRAGK CHADWICKseooesFirst fomic Space Train %fo Jupiter With Twin Tunnels Through

: the A#Bcroid Belt

LuORARD dARLUSeseesclehigh Villey Commell Red Touch-up Paint for Uis Pinto

BLISY SUMHERSese0seed New Caton ALl Camera, 4 Cme Year Supnly of Film, and a Week of
Uninterrwrted Railfanning on the Noriheast Corridor

PATTY SUiNeRbassesesThe Last Cour Remaining Lehipgh Valley "Snowbirds" Repainted im
Their Original Coleors

CHRIS B10KLuYecsessod Working G-l High Flast Horn for [is YW

Kul BITTuNeooeanceecof Fresh Sel of Pires BEvery “onth For a Year

JUGIN GIZ8UHSsseseowalhe llellertn Engine Terminal

GREG LARCCCAseweeseeA Trainload Supply of Kleecnex

CHUCK KidINecosososGreg LaRocca

LUNS BAGLo PaVhleesoiive Year SHuinly of Postage Stamps

BOB SPRAGUISscsocnsoeGlft Ceprtificote to Leon'8tark's Brooklyn Bonanza Restupraunt

TIH PURGlovnsssnecaoPike's Peak

DAVE FULi¥oeeomoeass-That Long Awai ed Shower From Days Gone Dy

SCUTT PDRiKGessossseoThres Pool 3Balls and an Crange for His Moutb and a List of
Do=It=Yourself ‘obs in the ‘ome From Mrs. Summers

PAUL HARTClesecasasslne illion Doliars to Pay Pis Bills With, A Car-Trouble Free Trip
to Pittsburgh anil a Duiet Afterncon at the Chessie Mani Near Chiopyle

That®s this year®s list., If you really can’t use what we wished you that's too
bad. You're stuck with it.

Ihe Allegheny Rerion's Railfan Guide: {Conraills Conway fYard

Conway Yard, ounce part of the PHR (0C) system, used to boast being the largest
pushbutton yard in the world. Now, as part of Conrail, this huge complex has been rel-
eated to the status of one of the nmation's busiest automated yards., This facility
is located some 15 miles nmorthwest ¢f Pittsburch, PA along Route 65. It is such a long
yard, located on the banks of the Ubio River, that from the eastern approach through
to the western snd, Conway stretches along the boarders of three comnunities, Baden,
Conwyy and Frecdoms

Back in the spring of 1976, Conway was heaven for Pltésburgh area raillfaus.
Reading Alco, LeRligh Valley units, CiJ, 3L, and many leased units could all be scen.
Lventually the Canadian Nationul leased units, an occasional SP er UP enzine and even
the infamous Valley Snowbirds showed up here. Today these rare sights are becomming
less frequent., Alwmost all of the equipment has been thoroughly CR=ed., palinted blue
or been moved out, still leaving guite 2 bit of PC basie blacke

Unfortunately, along with Conrail came tighter security, but the determined rail-
fun can get his or her shots if you're fast. At Sast Conwuy tower (at the yard approae
chi, you can stop your car to catch sction shots in Jard approaches or through freight.
At several locations along “oute 6%, there are bridges that traverse the iracks. These
often have sidewalks on which you can stand unhosseled for shots. At a traffic lipht
on 65, you will see a sign on your left {when cominyg from PGil.) for Conway Yard. This




Deafdan 7i abuuuf‘f" _ Tade 6
is &, the t(} Fﬁf 2B TETE EERNE : i 'm—c ',L%,r down o the }fdr’d betvoenn
e Smrvad hf@mKE aad the Lowor o ead uff the Al ya‘ao Cuee down dn thig adves you hods
to keep a sn&rp eye out for the "man". The beat thing I bhave Tound is to stay either

in the car or righit by it. Belwo is a may {and a rather crude one ad that), of the
complex with the key aresasp numbered. The arrowed line is the route you should travel
in your car. The yard ares itself, is very uaprew sco, it does not take a long time %o
cover all of the territory in the yarde The first area (41) om your right, is where
you will probably find the bz& gast covcentyation of powsrs Proceed in the direction of
area (i5) under and to the other side of the hump, Backirack towsrds arez (6) and ite
pariciaglot, watch for the Yman", turn &rOuﬁd and 1t's 2 straight shot out of there, IF
you stay on the road or in Lthe pa?k*n@ lots and work ;ulcslyg you should have no sace

urity problems.
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Prototypical Wigdoms Gibbons and usky Drake

by Jonn

Delavare and Hudoson PA'S (JG)

The infamous PA's are siill working out of
limited to the Bostonefarmingham run as reported in ¢ur lasi lgsus.
these teavties for 150 a day.

South Statien in Bositon. They are
YA iz leasing

At
At

Delaware Cstego Sysdem (JG)
This shortiine excursion company {(headquartered in Cooperstown, N¥), has .gcenily
purchased ex-Amtrak 9300, a doms parlioer observatiosn., NRo inforaation was avalla. le as

te the caris intended use.

Amtrak Hews (JG)
Amtrak has veleased a aew {ive yeayr plan, c¢alling for capitol loans aud grantg of

%1.0% billion throupgh 1982. With this aid, smtrak plans to purchase 353 new paSsBeDge-
curs b0 repluce the anflest carsg currenily beling used on ovepnizht traiss. This move
could then free the Amfleet squipment for corridor use. 76 new locomotives ars to be
bought, upgrading existing power to PLOPHR types, and overhanling of the iHetroliners is
alsd in the making. Track luproveunsnts as well as statiocn congtruction and repalr are
also touched upoils

In its fred with the federal

governne at, Amirsk has retalila

ted for the cute

0

is what

federal speading.
22 ¢f the 120 tyains o dyas between

Service {as usuval),

wasg cut vacke
habh&rgton and

backs

Amgrican Freedon

Conneticut and Hew Jersay alse will suffer

Teain {JG)

Tt s R +
The cars of the Feecdon Train are on theiws wa

It had Been reported that

Hew York- Boaton eorridor were cul

from these service cuts,.

Yy to Curnada for use in that nationts
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"Diseovery Train's 15 of the 20 cars are planned for use as exhibit carse.

The ex-Southern Facific 4-3-4 Daylisht 744%9 used to pull the "Freedom Train" is
reported by Railroad Macazine to be in storage. No plans for further excursions on
the old lady’s part are in the making due to lack of financial su 'port or a partici-
pating railroad.

Reading ilews {Jack Pehowic)

The former Reading tower at Third and Penn Sts in Sunbury, PA was razed on Hovemw
ber 2=4, The Reading had crossed the Penn Central {(P22) here back in the good old days.
The Reading Diamond was removed earlier in the year becauss of trackage changes in
Sunbury. The tower was bullt in 1919,

Amtrak hNews (D) _

The Rational Limited now leaves New York at 4:55 pn (30 mins. later), and the
Broadway Limited at 6:30 pm {4hrs. earlier),; Rasthound., The Hational operates via
Unicen City bypassing Darton due to Conrail track conditions, The only train visible
at the Horseshoe Curve during daylight hours is the Eastbound Broadway Limited near
6330 or 7:00 ane

About half of Amirak'’s twenty surviving BE-8's are now in storage. The last thres
black units (F450=#452 stored in Chicago) and #4355, recently were repsinted in the
stripped schene at Herrisburg.

All 4O of the first group pf Amtrak's SDP conversions have gone ianto EMD, Half of
them have been returned to Amtrak as FLOPHR's. 4 second group of 32 BDP's will follow
the first group and be converted at a rate of six unite per wonth., The fipal group
of 39 units will be scheduled to be rebullé sometime in the spring. The FLOPE's have
fairliy small fuel tanks, s¢ an experimental program will rebuild an B unit into a fuel
tender to permit a pair of Fi0's to go 1500 wiles without refueling. Amiprak would likse
to bug three new wire trainsg to replace ancient Penn Central equipment.

Conrail (DD)

General Tleetric in sarly lovenber began delivery of ten G30-7 dlesdl-electiric
units to Conrail. The 3,000hkp six~axle unite numbered #6600-566092, represented the last
of 171 new units ordered by Conrail early this year nost of which were EMD GP4O=2
and SD40-2's. Here are a few more additions to your Conrail rosterss
#2800-2816 new B2%=7 #2971-2974 new GE U-363  #327%-=3312 new EMD GPLO=2
#6358=-6440 new SDEO=2 #6600-6509 naw GE C30=7
Conrail’s roster now shows a total of 4,745 units, inecluding 7 Chicago Union Terminal.

Conrail’s lone blue E-8a, #4022 was recently spotted on the head end of a pigmy-
back mail train passing through Philmdeiphia. Since the unit was repainted last
winter, it had been reserved for cccasional use on Conraeil inepection trains and on
Amtrak®s Breoadway Limited,

Conrail will pot be caught short by heavy snovws this winter, as it was last Jan-
uary and February. According to a recent announgement, the rall road has pogitioned
a total of 117 snow plows, spreaders, flangers, and snow blowers to work sites along
the systens They have also winterized a large mumber of locomotives to help prevent
storm~-related breakdowns,

Speaking of Conrail and the winter, the recent heavy snows and ice storms all
along the east have wrecked havoe with many trains. A portion of the Corridor was
blocked for a day by a derailment between Washington and Baltimore. In Pittsburgh,

30 cars of a Conrail freipght derailed, blocking the entire nain for almost an entire
dayo Horseshoe Curve reported 35 inches of smow on the ground, 30 of it falling in
less than two days. This is only January. Last year it was cold, arctic air. This
year it’'s heavy snow. What next? At least this gives Comrail a good excuse for
iloosing more money this guarter than they had estimated.

Conrail®s infgmous CR-ed ?hurry up and label i%" scheme 1s starting to weaw off
?f & good meny engines. You all are familiar with these blacked out heralds. Recently
in Pzttsburgh_l spotted good old Reading Co. #5202 (G 72491) on the head end of a
westpcund freight, I? seeuns ?he black is wearinp off. The diapmond is clearly visible
under the cab along with Reading Lines and a bold face 5202 a% the reayr, % of the CR
was gone. Old Reading C=42h’s never die, - They don'd even fade away! {ﬁs}
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MERLI L Ty Rarry B % iek : L
ihls ia dthe flrst in a series of azt %LVS @vanb irnformatlion on provovyule
railroads, Do you have = favorite line that you would like seme information
on?  Let us lmow and we will Fry to cover 1t Tor you.

GONRATT —— |
-

Conrall is a private; for-profit corporaticn with headguarters in thﬂadelphxaﬁ Pﬁe,
It was coreated pursuant to Federal legislation {rom the railrcad properties of six
bankrupt Northeast and Hidwest railpcads: Penn fenitval, Central of New dersey, Lehigh
and Hudson River, Erie Lackawanna, and Reading., It cowvmenssd yallroad operstions on
April 1, 1276,

The Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) is now the largest rvailroad im the
United States in terus of freizhit volume, eguipment and people. It has a 17,000 mile
syasten which blankefs the 16 states in the Northeastern quadrant of the united Sdales.
This stretches from the Missippippi River and Leke Michigan to the Atlsniic Seaboard,
and from Canadas to the Chio and Polomic Rivers., This region includes 55% of the nakioan?
manufacturing plants which saploy 603 of all factory workers. Conrail smploys ambout
96,000 people and owns 152,000 freight cavs, tearly 2,700 locomotives, and aimost 34,000
miles of track. Approximebtely 1,500 freight tyains and 1,850 passenper trains are ope
erated by Coarail everyday. '

Conraill resulted from the reorpanization of the hopelessly bankeupt private seotor
iineg in the Hortheast and {idwest azs was stalted earlier. It was created to restore
thenm %o the profitable, self-suffieliemt status necessary o provide 27ficient and g
sential rall service to shippers and to the public. These bankrupt systems opersted
thougan ds of miles of lizht density branpch lines at & net losge Difficult to eilminste
under existing resgulatory proceedures, they collegtivelt represented a cash drain which
¢ould not be gustained., Conrail will coatisue Lo operate uwany of These braangh lines .
for pagional and soclal purpases by shippere and state governments, willing to pro- ‘
vide separate subsidy fumnds to meet the difference betweon revenues and actual coshs. I
Federal asgistance is avallablec to states providing such subsidies.

Duplication of service on some routes and redundant facilities have been iliminated
providing for more efficient operation. The bankrupt railroads have seriocusly begen
hindered by the Interstate Commerce Commission {(ICC) frow responding effsetively to y
ehanging patterns of manufacturing snd shipring in the lNorihessit, increasing competition
from other modes of transvertation and increasing operating tosts., Congress subsiane
tially revised the ICC's regpuviatory standards to permit increassed upward and downward
rate flexibility to peruwit abandonsent of money-~losing service where no public subsidy
was fortheoming, and in many other resnects. Conrail is one step frowm a anationsl rail
sycsten completely governmeni owned. Hopefully this corporation will zucceed and will -
keep railroading alive in this country for many vears. . i

SEE OrHaR ARVICLSS Gl RALLPAMGING ON COBRAIL AND PODLLING CUURATL 3100010400 10 T4IS
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Better Rai.road Koveis by Deuce Hanton (Scur Mash Productions, Inc.)

Hello iolks! Do some of you railfans out thore use movie cameras for railfanning 7
If s0y parhays I can be of assistance in giving you a few pointers on how to sshieve
some good shois. I've been using one for almost five years and I have found that you
can get some przity decent action footapge with one.

First of a.l, select a good bfand of {ilm, preferably Kcdak. I use Kodachrome 25
Smm and have fourd it to be about the best. Included in the packaging of the fresh
roll of fiim , is a small piece of paper containing an exposure guide and other techalw
eal data., Harng on'o it? It will help you out comsiderably in eliminating "guessework"
on manual exposure :aneras when the light starte To screw up on a railfan meet., After
a while however, ons can eliminate the chart completely because using the same film inp
the same camera can et to become routine. Essentially, setting the exposure becomes
Yold hat', so to speas, but reference to the table is still benmeficial, Because Kodak
sometimes upgrades their film you sometimes have to change the aperture setting on your
camera to achieve the swume type of shot the older film provided., 7This happens very sele
domly but you still never know when they®re going to do it. So, 1 always carry ome
with me.

Angther pood tip is 1he use of & tripod., Use a tripod whenever posnible. Withe
out one, you have to hold “he camera by hand, This can tead %o be a pain in the neck
when it comes to the actual focusing and shooting because you only have one free hand
with which to perform these tasks. The tripod eliminates this by providing a swivel-
ing, level plane in which to rest your camera, leaving both hands free to manipulate
the controlss You also will 2ad up with nice, steady, professional looking footage,
guarenteed to bring "ooh’s" ard Yah's" from your audience.

Une drawback of & movie camera in railfsnuing is whenm you pe to an engine terwminal
or yard. Upon arriving at the yard, you see scveral units, but no movuang action. Yhat
do you do? No problem. Find ths nearest embankment or sipgnal and climb up. This
will provide an overview of the jyaurds, enabling you to get zll the units in the picture
from one location.

The next thing well discuss is photo spots. If you don't have a good filming
location you can destroy the whole affect of your film. OCne good photo syot is an over-
head signal bridge. This provides & good ariel platform for those "bird's eye' views.
Also, you get the whole train in the »icture, not just one side. Also, another thing
is if you go to Horseshoe Curve or Thospson Curve, stand on the inside of the curve.
Phis way you can follow the whele train around without havisg to shut down your camera
and move.

No motion picture iz really complete until it has been edited and titled. Prop=
erly titled pictures heighten interest and make oral explanation unnecessary during
projection. By using titles innovatively, odd scenes can be joined togpether to form
an interesting sequence; often a complete siory. #aking your own titles can add just
that much more pleasure to¢ meking home wmovies, Title cards can be made by using photo-
graphs or other illustrations such as magazine pictures, chiander pictures, or just
an ordinary plece of paper. Tiltes may be typewriten, printed, or hand letiered to
sult your coanvenience. For those of you who prefer hand lettering your titles, espec~
ially where it is necessary to letter over vhotogranhs or other il .ustrations for
main titles, I reccommend the use of a magic marker for Jettering purnoses. Where
titles are to be printed with a typewriter, sharper imprescions will be made if typed
through carbon paper. #Hake your titles as brief as possible to enable easy reading
by your audience.

Exposure of the finished titles is no different than shooting regular pictures.
Gut door exposure will be sinmilar te your normal outdcor settings. Use your exposure
table that I talked about earlier, if you have any doubis. A light meter isg also a
good idea. Indoor exposure is tricky beeause requirements differ according to type of
film, age and size of flood lamps, distance FTrom lanps, etecs I suggest this test to
determine proper indoor exposures Photograph a sample title at various exposures., Use
Just a {ow frames with each lens opening, but Keep & deinite recorde Special effects
can be (for example) shooting one word of the title at a time, using just a few frames
for each word. When the title ig projected it will mppear as though the title is




o Wi A S A R Crh el ,.', T s T g "
L opE dhae BLIARED sy rsvao Uil dagen 10

griving 1izeii es oae wowd 24 4 fike fdsches on vhe sereen. To deforming proper
footage, photograph each title for ae long as it takes you to read it, slovwly, twice.
. This method will dnsure titles of sufficient leungth for vour audiences to read.

When your titles are reituraned from the processing lab they will be on a 500 rcll
just like the rest ol your footage. This means that you will have o cul and splice
them into the rest of your filwm. You may alsc want to cut spots {rom the rest of your
Tilm that may be dark or overexpoged. This process is known as editing., ¥For this you
will need a device called an editinsg wachine. It contaulns & viewing screen and a
splicer, enabling you to praview your fils and place titles just where they are needed,
It also poersits you %o splice eight 50 reels onte a 400¢ peel that will play for 30
minutes. This is the final step for vhat it {ankes te gpet 2 professional looking
film guarenteed to please any crowd.

Locomotive Updating: Conrsil Blue Unils by Paul J. Hanton

Sinecs we're on the subject of Comrsil, let's talk aboub that eventual gozl of the
big CR-Bgecs == the standard blue scheme. HNow these colors are not yet, to my knowm
ledge, available in spray cans {Floguil plamned cans and has already released botile
also Aceu-Paint from SHP Industriss has bottles, ed.), s0 you'll eliher have tcmuse an
airbrush with Scalecoat Conraill Blue, or go down to your local paint store with a
gcolopr chip from either & prolbotype locomotive or sign, and try to find some paint ia
a spray ¢an which comes c¢losest to the original. Once you heve decided which paint
you want to use, i8's a very siuple operatiocn from here on in. The Conrail paint scheme
is ¢ ertainly ap easy one at that, being only one color (except for the underframe and
trueks which are black), o simply spray the shell with blue. Give it a couple of
good coats for even coverage and thai "fresh from the shops’ appearance. FKoat ime
portantly, it's best to ellow the model to dry overmight, or if youfre one of those
types who sleeps by day and plays at night, give it al least a pood 12-16 hours, depen=
ding on the humidity and conditioms of the area in your workshep.

Degals should be no problem, The Horald Xing and Caboome Industries deecals ine
clude & decal positioping disgram (usually cule 1ittle scetches of an EMD with the
Conrail loges in plmec). Ory Lf you encounter problens, you can always refer agsin to
one of vour slides for accurate representsiion.

My first Comrsil blue unit was an AHM C-42h with Secalecoat paiant applied by hand
with & brush. It looked a bit drude, but the ¢ifect was there. I donii pecommand
painting units by band with a brush, but ia all it was 2z good ome-evening project and
well worth the time, If I nad been working with anytbing other than szn AHM unit I
probably would have put & lot more time into Ihe job. I should have tried o fingd
sore body with an alrbrush.

liow that you've learned the secret of keeping your roster up to date with the
last Dispatcher issue, and this little hint, there's a few more things you can do to
add that listle “something extra™ Lo your f?ez ht drags. Get yoursslf one or iwo
Bangor and Arocastock units iike Atlas GP-33's, or how about a Chicage and North Westerm
SD~45 by Athearn or sven & few Canadian National units. As you know, Conpail was
faced with a power shortage over the summer months, and thaze usite were not uncommon
on many freight drags. UWhy not even go as far as to add a rvepresentative uvnit from
your own yosd, be it fietlcious or protolype. Why wot?? There's no law against it.
Have fun, sad remember, you c¢an inveni your own prastices snd carry them to any extresme
you desire.

Supplement: Below is & partial liet of ready-to-run units in pzint schemes found on
Comrails. lany of Lhese and other uplis are availabls undecorated.

HO: Ay Aleo 1000 (£1), aleo 0424 {C1J), Alca RE-2 (GNJ)

HGs Atpesrn; SD9 fpc)9 GP35 (8L), Be12 (:L), U2&=C {(PC)

KOs Atias; GPLO (PC), SD35 (Pc}g GP 38 (rC)

HG: Bachmanni GP 40 (PC) N: Life-Likes 8D&S5 (PC), AleoCh20
1os Life-Like; GP38-2 (LV) {1v) |
0: Hodel Power; Aleo 420 (FC), FE45 (PC)

no: Tyeos PO (CR) Cs Liomel: GPY (PC)}, GP% (CR) (EL

(LV) {oud)
Gi ecenter cab (LV)
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Stzeets and the Dedelling of Them by: Barry P, Sitekx

e all remember our first tralm set, one that we probably got during
the Christmas season: a simple loop wiith a train going around 1t. TPor
the scenery, we used our imagination and we were satisfied with this for
awhile ol we wanted to delve more inte this fascinstine hobby, We
then built sn emplre, In this so-called enplre of ours, detalling in
- any category of model rallroading is essential, for we are modeling a
rallroad and Lts surroundings., 1T we do not include detail, whether i+%
be biy or small, we are merely deeling wi th toy trains, The subject that
I amnov going to talk sbout i streets sznd the detailing of them,

If you don't have a street to detall, I suggest you put 2 street in.

I am going to use HO scale for illustration, IL you have sn ¥ scale lay-
out fake jof the measurements, IT you have aan 0 scale layout, mil¥lply
the measurenmts by two. Wy methed of maldng voads 19 alot simpler then
other technigues I have seen., First cut thin cardbosrd into stri ng of
2 and 9/16™ wide, (Cardboard from shimt boxes or paper pads,) If these
strlps cen be cut on a slight curve, the finishing results will be more
reglisile end will add more depth to your emidve, Tet me point out that
1t is somewhat of a oroblem placing buildings on a curved road, The next
stage is to plen where the roads are going to be placed, MHark this place
dom on the mlatform., Now, with a waterproof cement, Ambroid or any other
type of acetite will do, cement down the cardboard where you slanned the
road, I you do not use a waterproof glue the cardboard will tend to
tuckle, After this has dried it is tume to pelnt the roads, IF your road
is in a smell country town you cen paint as 18 with a brush or =2n sirbrush
or spraycen, I ruggest using Dio Sole concrete color. {Many colors for
roads ranging fron dirt to concrete are availabke, ed.) If your roadsare
in a lageger clty, I tidnk 1t would be best to have a white or yellow line
down the middle, I the cardboard was already whi te or yellow just lay a
B D of ‘tape 1ightly down the middle of the road and paint the surface
of the road, After tioe paint dries 1ift the tape and you have a ready-made
line, The sirip of tape should be about five millimetere ilong, Vow, if
the cardboard was any cther color, pain® the majority of the center of it
el tner white or yellow, When this has dried, lay the sirip of tape across
the middle of the road, .Paint the road surface and when it dries peel the
tape. Grade crossings ave described in the iiilustrations

~ The roads are now conglete unless you want to add sidewalks, The
sidewalks do not have %o be along =11 of the voads but may be ou 2 slde road
near a school or something, These walks should be sbout ten millimeters
wide and for more realistic resulis should be cut into blocks of sbout one
inch in Jength, The same cavrdboard end paint cen be used,

Now for the detailing, Wy Yo model and detsil things that envelope
your heme town, On z typlcal road some of the ususl items found are fire-
hycrants, street llghts, signs, telephone booths, mailboxes, adveriigements,
end hundreds of other things, Some of these detoils cen be bought illuminated
and have %o be hooked uy to your power supply. Some detsils like the strect
lights and signs may have to have thelr bases removed for better anpearmmce,
To ingtall these make a small hole in the platform surface, ot a drop of
whi te glue in @nd insert the vlece,

The peoyple are g very imporitant aspect in the model railrosd scene,

I can't say the model people make the layout come alive but they at least
glve a feeling of 1ife, lany scenes con be created using model people,

Here are 2 few ideas: chlldren walking to shiool, amem fidking, & news paper
boy, ete, Try to create ideas that peoyple can relate themselves to, The
bases of the "1l ttle peorle” do not have to be disconnected, I suggest that
you don' i glue them down el ther so you can make different scenes every so
often,

That about some of the not so usual detsils on the road tha® can be put




]

A i s Praninin
SRR ot N LU S . At o Py @ el g
G Aremtt Y wres s sl wl T e e e T Teee eua .- en eyt 3 - .
op vour model roadat L Tow Db T ouow X aye as follows: @ eny orackup 0w

al fustion ln vhich the car is toppeled over, & car that went vight throupgh a
house, a person falle off a horse, a mayor glving a speech, a bear walking
the streets, md mything else that your imagination can dream up. ne °
layout I read sbout in the "Rellroad Hodel Crafismen”™ magezine had a lady
sunbaftilng in the nude and vwho was agleep causing slot of comnotion wth

the polgce force, I think you can handle the rest, Good lack,

NOTZ: DUE TO 4 SLIP UP SOMSVHERE IV VUL EDITORIAL $TAFF THp ITLLUSTRATIONS OF THE
GRADE CROSSINGS FOR THIS ARPMICLE ARE MISCING. SORRY. YOU'LL JUST NAVE TO
RELY ON YOUR IMAGINATION AND SKILL. (editor) '

WINI TIPS for that closer to 1ife look oy your buildlingd

The beet wav I Lave “ound to make your rlastic brick-sided bulldings
look a 1ittle lsss store houskt and a 1ittle wrre resl ls to sdd mortar lines
and paint run off. Smoke lines and even somwe Iwy can reslly rtelp.  Teke
your kit walls befors you put the kit togeiler and after trimming the mould

CPlnat off of trenm with » sharp knife, wssh them in warm sonpv welter. Let

thew alr dry. Now, to meke wmorter lines ¢n tre brick, Tind voureelf sove
paint and tkirmer. Check tke lehels to gse thkat the paint and tlrinner will
be safe to uvse on urrrotected plastic. The pa'ob con be »ny gtafe Trov whdte

- to @ark erey feperdinc on your preferences. Yake s wagh witk *te print and

arrly it liber-lly to the bvrier surfsce. et this drv sud ther with o clean
int free clotl, wet witl tre trimner only, wire fre surfece of tre bricrs.

2 ecoreful to fo this orly 13~ tly becnpze vou Fon't we-t to remove all of

tte roint. When vou are Tindshed you will ses thot the reint-is 8tdll in the
morter lines betwesn trs bricke. Thie tectnigre kelpe to refuce tle rlastic
gshine and adfs deprth to tre mwall. :

Tork at f¥e kouscs snd bulldines 1o vour ¢ves and you will notice bhow
the paint around tle doors o7/ windows often rurs fown tle walls, Alot of
rain on a cresp vreint jobt nesrly alwavs le=ves ilese tell-tnle lines. They
too,sve esgv to durlicats. Fnint around your winfow freves witl -nv color
you want. At the corners on ‘ke bottom is wtere the run off 1lire starts.
Agnin take = washk with tke paint tket matcles the window freme. Tip a swall
bruck into tte wast tavine care not to loal tre bivsh., Alse, dir the very
tip of tte brust in straicki p-int. Touech tre brivk Lo tre winfow efpe and
witl » slow stroke drow the brush cown. [Thieatbe line bv slowlv ralszine itbe
brust fror tre surface ns you nove fown. Pe esreltl pot to make these livnes
tao fayrk or thev will becore too obvicuvs., ATtersll, we sre only tryvine to
Bistligtt tke bullflnes vet esll stte tion to trer. Trese linee are noet only
fornd Py winfows,but doors and,ip rart ieulsr, under shutters,

Smoke lines sre Found all around crirmies and vints. Trese can be
represented esstlv wilt wa-tes of thirned tlacr paln. rixed withk » touweh of
grey. - Aress witl the Treaviesti gonty residue are ths ftoprs of crimniss and
on tre wsll wrere a vent is stiscted, Agrin gon’t =g tre fate’l too dark.:
Tyy =nd wvines c¢ru be afdfed up tre sifes of tte rg*lfiwra,. Vapy subsiancas
may ke used to fuplicate tre wvires suck =g dved sewft or grese made by sueh
merufscturers »8 Woodland Scevrice or RLEF . Take asome wite clue snd thin it
@itk weter. Prust it ip = thin line ov tre wall and fipn tre wall urpristt te
1et tte glue Tlow natmrally down the side. Sprinkle vwor ving materiel ov
t¥ia line of ecllue generovusly enoust to cover all of tte elve. After this
Eries wou ean vartly Plow of” the excess. Ivv anf vins usually don't grow
tee trickly on a2 wall s0 fontt over fo this eitrer. It sliso wor 'L erow Loo
close to criwnnies or vents eltrer. _

Trese 1ittle trs will =éf muek to tle regligr of vur tuiléinrg. Jusi
of tt egse tecrnicues in roderatfon ard you will be rlemged with

uge somg or =1L C
t of fullooet zrrav arrilel on tte finisted wvodel

the resvlts. Even a co2
will help riés that plastic shine.

i
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) WELL, IF YOU DON®T GFT INVOLVED WOW, AND LIKE RIGHT WOW, THE
) PEOPLE WHO RUN THE AR TODAY WILL START TO LOOX LIKE THESE CREEPS.
A HANDFUL&F GRISELY BUMS GETTING WORSE EVERY UPCOMING ISSUE.
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LETS GET SOME NEW FACES 'INTO THIS PICTURE!!:

From left to right (top) Scott"Duck™ Drake, PFrank "Chadz™ Ciadwick,
Paul "PJ7 Manton, (bottom) Dave "Duece” Manton, Chris "Buck’' Buckley
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Junk Box Steam Logos by Ducky Drake
As you will remember ia the Ilast Dispateher I showed you how to furn that upused
dlesel shell into a new unit by the meang of "ki'hashiagh®. Well, now we are golug to
move on with bigger and betler things, abteam locos, If you are an avid medeler like
me, you will notice on your work table a large box 'an which you plase those parts and
units that don’t run that welly or you are using for extra parts. For exsmple; during |
the past three years, I have colleched snough kits and sxtra parts fo build two 2-8-2 1
¥ikados, one Roundhouse 2~8-0 Conmolidation, {(still wal\ing for factory parts) and one i
Tyeco 28«0 Congolidstion., These were made from all of thuge sollected bits on ay |
workbench. : 1
Sitting at my workbonel, I moticed that the Tyeo 2«8-0 wyg a picely detailed unlt I
|
J
l

but it had cme major drawback thal set it aside from my oither citeam uvnits: Tyeo's
tendeyr drive. Removing the unll from the Jumk box, I studied iy for a few moments,

An idea ztruck me and I procesisd $o talte the upit
and the idea inte the shepe Abust an hour later I
some out with the first dumsy stewvw switeher iz the
history of the Norihwoads and WYesisouw, Before I go
inte more details of the upid, I will el you gtep
by step how I converiled the rest of the amit.

T first gseporated the ftender feom tie unit by
removing the dravbar and cutting the wires leading
from the tendey to the locoe headlight. Nez~, I 5
borroved the Vanderbuilt tender out of the Ruundhouse |
kit %o uge untll I was able to Pinish that kit, s
convert this model it was vegessary to lasulete the
bender from the loce sinee the loco driver wheelig
were grounded the same &s the tender. I first though
of & fiber drawbar but I decided to go oa: step fupe-
ther. I wounted a Kadee coupler and sssently to the
rany frame of the loco with egoexees, uund I tounted
ancther Kadee to the front eof the tender. ‘Mis re-
gulted in the eonneetion of the lowo and tenosy wip
Kgdee couplers. This ides was two-fold: Firns, it
ennblaed the tender to be removed with no troublp al
W _ iz - any time; socond, it allowed the unlt to be pulled
“ 4 > g T or pushed without a dravbar buskle, The Kadeer glso
wi xmﬁ%&k\, wd rrovided the ipsulation needed beiwegen tig loco ang
tandar. I
Removing the pilot wheels converted the usit imbo an 0-8-0 gswitchsr. Gonneceting ]

one of the wires from the loco headlighi %o the tender, I wasg able to power he hesd.
light, Fupther details would be & tender woupited back-up light with a diods mountsgd
in line with the light eireuli allowing forverd lighting and backwapd lighting on fue
respective ends. The unit bas aboul the same welght as that of three gmall freipght
gars and the only drag is the smoke unit powered off the driver axles. Testizeg the
unit double-~headed qith a Mikade, it was pushed through #0 croasoverp at a scale spsg
of 15-30 mph with no derailments. This unit could now be eitber placed on the point
sf a freight or at the rear of a long freight for helper service. BEven though the aniv
is uwampowered, 3t conld be powered by Jjust adding the powered tender with = FKader coupler
again replacing the drawbar.

Bow I have the only dumsy stwam loco that ig light erouph to pull &t the end of a
long freight, chuggs smoke, hag workiag valve gears, lighte in fromi and rear, ani looks
ag pgood as a $50 kit.

Bevaliring Atlas Switceh Fachines by Bebtsy Sunners

Citen after you shell out 53,00 to $6.,00 for an Atlaz remots conivol switch you
are lhacky 34f 1t works. The bisgest headache is the switeh nachine itzely and who wasis
to pay Atlas another 75%¢ to fix 317 Solutions fix it yourselis It's a simplie matber
even when working with Il guage as I wag doing at the time. Following is 2 schematic
diagram of the switch mechine and an ‘explahation of how 1% works. BRasically every
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labeled item (their technical names are beyond me), is & Srouble shootire
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The connecting wires (1) connect the machine o the AC power sourge, {(one carries
positive, one negative cherge, %he third is a growading wirel., ‘hese wires are then
spun ent and wound to wmake the coil (2). When the curront is presed through this coil,
the field (or area in the center of the coil), expsriences a chuge in polarity. This
change from + %0 = oy from « to +, either repels or atiracts tle magnet (3) depending
on the charges. This magnet, in turn, is hovked %o the connecht.ng bar (4) which con-
nects to the slide mechanism (5). Finally, the slide meochanies is attached %o the
wire linkage (6) which mowes the switeh. Sn, when The magsat is repelled, it moves out
of the coil, pushing the bar, pushing the slide, susiving the ~sirve. 'When the nagnet is
attracted, it is pulled into the coil and the ssgusnce cccur: in the oppesite order.

When the switeh machine does not work what 8o you dc? Sheck your wiring first to
meke sure all connectlons are holding. Are the rails bloeksd or bent? Doas the switceh
operate manvally? If all of that is allright, your probles is in the switeh mackine,
g0 go to it, First take the top off the swithkh machine, It pries off sasily with &
small screwdriver, but be caveful not to break i%, Tongidy it you will find what is
diagramed above,

Check the wires. Are the leads conneched to the coila? If net, youtve got one
of the toughest soldering jobe ahead of you. Your bigpest problen will be if more than
one wire is broken because you have to figure out whict one to convect with the othera

Find the magnet., Is it in the center of the oo 1i with ithe rightt end down? This
is a diagram of this megnet; following this papagraphifl). Next to it is a diagran
of the coanecting bar {(#2). In diagram (1), the end (A) should go inte the coils
first. THe connecting bay looks like the drawing anq the nohebed snd (C) 7ite into
the end of the magnet (8). Put the two ends together with a slight twist and they will
fall into palce. The end on the bar (D) has & smal’ hkole im it that fiks over the
1ittle point on the two part siide mechanism, A Libtle white glue will hold this sece
urely but don't glus the slide parts bogether. Nou you can (it the magnet into the
colls and the slide mechanizm back in place. frr )
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Finally, check the wire linkape. If it iz broken you will ahve %o replace it
entirely with a piece of wire no bigger than tne broken one. Be sure yeu aotice just
kow the wire is attached to the switch rails befope you yewmeove it. You also war check
the vackaging diapgras for this voslticbings Replace the wire in just the sane HAY w

It the switch still doesn’t work, opverate it manvally and check fo see if the
parts are moving correctly. Sometimes the switeh is only stiff asd eventually will
loosen up. Still not working? Start all over. Be patient. It will save you momey.
If it is working you can replace the switch machine cover and install the switch om
youy pike.,

PLACE AN ADD IN THE DISPATCHER.

B TR TR A0 A - o s PR N Amps FCEe LTI B e Ea e B
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Seale Prackiaviug Hade dasy oy Parl Jo Hantdn

Many of you meodel rallroeders have probably at one time or andther become toi-
ally disgusted with the art of trackiaying. Face it, we're dealing with some prediy
tricky business 1f we're talking about goale roadbed with good clean tangmts and wide

sweoping curves. How can one accomplish this eoffect without going toe far in expernses 7

Well, in this article I would Llike to show you how you can use relatively inexpensive
components to achieve that desired look.

4 lot of people sesn to have the misconception that in order to lay good frack
vou wmust start with “good track@. How, of couprse, ome guy's idea of "good track” may
be another guy's heedache., But, lebt's try to et the record sirsight for everyone by
going into a few basiecs of how te choose track for a meodel pike.

Yalle into any good hebby shop and you'll probably be surprised at the prather wide
variety of HO scale track available on ths market today. I mean even as recent ag ten
years ago, things were pretty much to the point of uvsing strictly Atlas track op you
might as well forget about building any kind of model railrcad. Well, thatfs all in
the past now because we can turn to fins manufacturers such as lLambert or Shinchars,
But, is it really werth the extra money Lhese guys charge for a simgle three foot sec-
tion of flex? IExamins your situation. How big is your layout goinmg to be? How long
d¢ you paln to keep 1% motive in its present location? How much service do you plan
to give the finished proeduct? It will not be untll you answer these and other quese
tions accurately that you'll be able to make this proper descision regarding trackwork.
1f you're like most model railroaders, operating on a limited budget, usually working
with & pike that's "the right size” for you, you will probably reach the deterwmination
that all the extra expense for betier trackage is not peally needed, With @ Little
patience and a bit of tender loving cnre, you can achieve that gams "club” effect
using, you guepsed it, Atlas track. Lei's take a look at how this can be done.

As we sald earlier, mosi good hobby shops carry a vardely of track. You will also
digcover that most hobby petailers ape willing to go as far as allowing discounts on
large purchases, For exampie, if you are planning to buy a minimum of itwenty sections
of three foot track, and it porsally sells for about & buck a secilon, you might be
able %o talk him down to 8% or 90 cents per section. This allovs a 10% discouni.

This really helps, althouri it doesn’t sound like much of a saving. Before lesaving
the hobby shop, examine ewch section carsfully for flaws like loose rail, broken %ies,
ete, Like we said, you want 1o lay good track, so start with good track. vWhen using
Atlas flex, I tend to shy away from thelr plastic tie version and opt for the more
familiar cardboard tis., This track I have fouad to be structurally sironger than the
plastic tiss and, belisv: it or poi, stronger than Lamberi op Sbhinoharz. The rail is
literally bolted %to the ties with heavy etaples, whereas the plastic varsions are sim-
ply moulded into place., The rail cas very easily work itself loose from plastic ties
after a period of timw. Brven if you don't run your pike that often, the humidity and
general conditions of ysur layout room have an extremely important effect on trackwork
through warping, shrizbaze, asnd streiching. All theme factors must be congidersd Le-
fore you even attempt ‘& start your layout.

Allright, let us suppose you decided to buy a quantity of Atlas flex track. what
now? DBy thig time roi should have some kimd of trackplan you wiszh to follow, and like
any project of this rature, a good deal of time should be spent beforshand working ocut
things 1like gradiemvs, curvabures, etc. Uet all the paperqork dene {irst, so when you
come home with your track you e¢an go right to work. There is still one standard which
seems never to vary much inm the art of model railrocading, and thal, ny friends, is the
good old chalk line. Trace the sntire circuaferemce of your pike on the wond im chalk
and this will essentially acl ae a tewmplate to aid in laying the track straight. Fopr
curves, you ¢an observe the following proceedures: wpeasure off the radius of the par-
ticular curve ard 2% the dead eenter of the circle you may drive a small nails Alright
novw, get yourself a plece of siring, tying one end of it to the nail and stretching
the string to the oultermost radiug of the cirele. To this end of the strinmg you aitaeh
8 piece of chalk snd carefully follow the circle around while pulling tightiy on ihe
string. Yeu have just comstructed your curve and when the track is 1aid in plage it
will look darn gord because 1% will be even and smooth. JFollow this basic proceedura



»
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for sil the curves om your pike and, whswu finished, wou will have a Tull scale

trackriam fully drewn out for you. The rest ig gasy 1f you take your time and

do it rigbht.

Wow let's start tre sctusl trackleviag process. Remetbsr that In this

- -«

article we are dealing witbh Atles itreck on {iber Lies snd you will notice that
3

siong the sides of ithe
tey In a@pemrﬂnce than
eariier. Yosition the

thig kind of flex trﬁck-proviﬁeq a1l epiking ko
r-11 whick is more protoivple when e@mp?@toﬁ ;
those center-spiked plassilic couslins we wurs 4

treck desf center over the chalk lines h9=0? and "eve down" the track
to make sure 1t is straipght anéd even. nises g resl derailment freak
ay off in tre end for a

you will Tind thet aill tLe%m.checks-wﬁli Gay _
well modeled pike. Utiliszing a good palr of wis neadlencoe, g model
reilroader’s yoman tool) grasp tre spike flymly =g, with & woold swift Torwasd
grive, push it into tre woodworh, Lom‘* vusk too rerd =nd by sll mesns don’t
yde a2 hsmrerdi.t After =11, we are fesling wiil Tittle too muer force. T
1like to spike aboubl everv terth or Lwelfth tl arnnting the splkes fro~
8ide to side om strelegkt Lrack. On curves, tke sbtout everv TIi0tE or sizxth
tie om trke inside of tke curve onlyl Thia wiil silow vpur curves to take or
T4 trat when vou run treoing

over 1t st hiel speefs the sutirve tredin will siryd 1ide pround the curve wib
very little etabtic or hesitation. ¥For vards sud olher trackage that won's
receive me much service ag the mesintins, vou o wven syike furiker srari.
Cneca tre track 1s tonded in plece wity ballasdt {s tecrnious we will 8isruss in
# furture article;, tre spikes could be Yiters 1y rewwved corpletely without

3

ST g

o

disturbling tte strsighiness of tre :r=1l. You wouid uot want to éo this thousth
bacsuse we want track to be STRCNG Lo lset LONGEI

By Tollowing itrese few sivple puldelines you can pul yourself or the
rielt Lrack Lo a betlter lasyoul apnd mere dsvendstble @rerw? e sezsiong., Newi

rovey you saved on yolr initisl
pine gond ternovts. EBven though

ig articie, T tend to shv awsy
sired .  ®rov ooy pest experilencss

isave we wlll Lalk sbout Lhow vou c2n inbg
purctase of flex treck and strly it in chhe
we have bgen Jfscussing Atlss flex Lraek i
from thelr turncuts-as ttey leswve nlot to
with Atlss turnoute, be it smep or custon aaw 've alwava encorntered de-
rollwent rroblems., Trev Eongt-aagm tor e o Lrueted as vugged v a8 thevy
went- vou teo trink ttey arve. Ons —ove ttire, w}nt@v'r you fo, fon'l use seg-
ticnel track if vou Tapl?v cavre atouyt vour rive Saet tomnld Lr2oY will even-
tunllv develor "rurps" snd 211l ftrose ysil - nhe cert=inly do net adl to tre
electriceel confuectivityvy. So, Pﬂ““mbery ﬁh 3;ﬁt ‘e rrog fo, po weldel

\'.'"'"'
~...>; ’““r“
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e
%
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A Reilroad’s 1ife Storvs The Figleovry of thae Spriveflielid Velley

tre main was Il2id. This rovtine continued iﬁ

hv “evee Yanton
& ap ides, Runmive fown
end @ visce of cralk.
ured ot on aves £ x 20 Test
Ting and sawing, the {rame-

OCnee wpon a time, becok In 107R, P.i. ¥Manitov
to tre bssement of our kcuse, Paul grobbed a F
Shoving aceide masorted crates »r7 Toxes, Feul wes
on tre basement floor., After atoul = week of ¢
work Tor s new medel rellrosd stood in Lhat mex ”rﬁﬁ arace, Ubilizing lumbar
gsalvaged Tror gseven rrevious r?*esg-%%e Pragewors L * 1ire » patchwork
euilt, searvved with lsst vesr's grese snd ballssit. Anotber weel’'s work and

r goverel waekg until tre

YRead tng Covranv beesn to look »néd orerats 1ive Lie re-l Veloy.

ﬁur1ng ttis per*nﬁ of construction, I wae precorupisd with fe olizking
my 01 N-gemle pike. -After a few bhusipses fe=lis with varlious AR menbers and

(:j -
=1 Oy
j moge vy

o]

o

13 et
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‘gome locnl sssociates, T bkad enocurk bucks Lo convert Lo B, Loading 7V

Foas

pockets with tle Greevbacks, J trucved of” to tke Fobbe ghovr ~ud varet gd back
witl =y first EC loco-otive, a Life-like VG, Alter o few foves In tte shops,
the Chicaso and Northwestern letitering wes vepleced by tlue and rold. On the

Toeo's nogse and sice wns painted "Strinefield Yellev", nawed after Sprirefighd
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Tewpahin, Monteowery C0. wners d Tive. With the soutaeitdon of 2bla ensgine, T a
was granted trackape ripris on the Reading Compeny. Thusa the Syrinefisld
Valley wes bOY¥. : : -
 Several wesks leter, anotter Life-Like FO was purchssed Tror FC. Llke the
CE&NW P, this one also recelved the 8Y blue and gold livery and was teamed with
4100 (ex~-CANYW) Tor use on coal drags out of the Tarcuini minss {the largest
industry on the RLG Co. ). FLue to the crude {ife-~Like &rives, however, the
ynite szw more time in the shops than on tke roafs. lgpusted with tbhe poor
performance of these units, I went lu search of new motive power. Lesling
throusk a Kew York {irw, the Srrimwfield Valley purchtased three new units,
Two new Raléwip RF-1€ "Sharks” (ex-NV0) snd an EYL (GF-35 (ex-ESIFETZ). These ;
units were renumhbared aw F102 aund #1073 (sharks) and #2325 (geep). The units -]
performed wost efficienily and were often used ag Telrers on Rescliung freights,
Wren tre industrisrl burdruw died Tor tle wesvends, tte Sharks went lnto fTan
trip service betweeu F.iladelpkia and Fotisville. Shortly theresfter, this
gtreter of tracl uss turcrssed from herding Companvy and bscesre the pressert
3V mainline. : : S . : .
: When the Vallevy purstasged tre waabd, Trelstt orerations were onlv handled
until Reacding apreed to lesse twoe anclent Dootlebug reil cars to us =long |
with an 231lipe EVD 7.8, thus forring the Tirst Sprinelield Vallev passenger ‘
service. Tre E=F wig reverpad at Renfilng by a8dfing » anow plow pllet, ice
hreakers, new royns, srd 8 ocu~f wvented coolling syster.
- Tribgs proceeled ratber s-ootkly for {the Sprinefiled Vallev fue primaril
to the Tact that fesfips stared the load in eoal shivments (407 to be precisej.
Trep eame the res. Srokers- on June 2€, 127€, mv brotrer wes zetiine married
and this meant ti»t an end tad to come to tre Resflne Co. Since vy road only
hed treckaps rie’ts over Faul's svsten, ithe fate of the readine Sprinefield
Vellev rested ir bis hands.  S¢, on Marck €, 1876, tre last run of the svstam
took plsce. Py the Tollowlng week, all tkat revelned wag six layge orates
filled witt ecu.rmevt. : : : :
Tt was at tkts tine of derelition that itre Borirwords nnd Western RWY,
of AR presider Tucky ILreke slterred up with » srortasee of votive rower. 5o,
it wes moreed (bat the Sprinpfleld Valley would lesse thelr umnits to tre NV |
unt 11 tre Family of Lines wes coustructed in Joe Tarcuint’s basement. It mmﬁ

wagn't urtil "ate in 1777 kowever, trat construction Tinally ber=n ov the 111-
fated "Favily of Lines”. o _ _
S This £x74 foot merstrosity sported a fouble-treck watvp, two Taln vards,

a cologsal ewine Tecilitw, graces, brifgss, tuvmels, bypasses, spd switer~ NE
bocks. In £ phrase, our “dresu pike”. . Peimg » combined ef ort of Faul “antor
Scott Lrake Joe Targuini, avd mvsel?, the rost offered ocuite » bit of actlon |
by the four rorfs, {Fot to mentinn tre ur'ts used by rownorary FOL members), *
C83x unit Treistis were not uncommon as curvalures were w'fe and btanked for 1
Listr sreed oper=ticon snd the sterp grafes afPforded tre use of suck powar, '

on tiis pike, no ~ne person teld the title of "owner" of tre treckace as |
we =11 cr'rref in on for tre waterisls. Hence, he who r-n on ile treacks of .
the Fa=il of Lines {merbers that 1s)}, cwned the mainline. Witk 21l of thise
trackare, the Sprivgfield Vallev was once agsir in nesd of more mitive power.
The Srar's kept stalling out on tre steep 3% grsse into "Rock Interiocking”,
s hiet =t on tre plke where tre roin pose Iunloe airele treck to vnss tkreoueh
s tupne’ and a feer rock cut. Tealing once agnivp witl thre New Vork filry
{Uncle nlis) tre Vallev purchesed an ex-NY( EF.14E making Aan A-B-A lashup of
Syarkg. Talke of o fourth Shark porreé uyp belween 5Y bosrd members, to keer
in cov:etition witt the bishly acclnlred AwPuB-A lastur of Alac FA's =ns FAa'lg
of t¥r Nortbtwoods end YWestern and Rearing vresvectivelv. Lowever, uone wse
ever curctased.

\lso, éur'ng tris time, thke SV aguirer trejr first ste-~ powsr. Coe
o f.r "Prarie’ locorctive wes purctased fyron Reafing Covrervy and was lettered
ag #°4 on the 3V roster. Trig upit saw vost of ite service ov hranel lines.
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wag plso ysef =8 & vard switeher. A& 2.F-0 "Covneolifation™” slso ex-nTh
ags -1} wes purckasgel =nd restored o rer 1720 livervy. This one, peld 2
I sve coetelrer, retired tre Skarks fror fanitrip service and tonk over 11
rlire “mﬂserger runs. The 3havve reavved thelr vols In Tfrefell sepved,
t B unit res1lly kalped ocvt}. : .

Wi*k trs newly aasulired stesvers, tle Vallev waa nmow reegliviye oprer

fror otter romsls to Pu'ld stesr for fiev. Cne sver order csme “'pon MU ?w
#woods suf Westery who asker for s 2-0.2.  Cpening » new ste~t stoyp In January
16977, tre Seriveftelsd Vealley turnsd oul two 2-£-2 "ikse" of wiint ove went

to F9W%W, Ths otter rewained on SV'ie roster anéd wss used Tor rrinline frelebt
oreraticons. Tre Srrivefield Vrllev amd t}e Morthwoods anf Weelern were about
the only WOL rosda that had stest in reouley service.

Tren gave trte Tin~dl blowe....i.

A9 menticned 1n & pest Listaterer, the TCL menbers ware infor ed that trs
pike could not rensin v Joe's bssemernt. So, 23 of tris writive, Le Farlly
of Lines, slong with trle orepstine:rosda of 1ts membrrs, lies in ¢ forment
state. AIl sguipvent of tre Velley now remsius hoxed up and gtoryd 1v our
basement until we eltrer Pullé s vew ﬁﬂﬂijy of Lives o¥ a new Sprinefleld
Vallev. There vou kave 4t. Tre atery of a rosf th~t beean wit} one loco oo
tiveden® prew to be ovme of tre mest i succeszful skort lines of the WL syster,
Flans for s new pike are still up v tre ~3r =g of vet, Mut who knows?

Sorecsy scon those blue and 2o0ld besvfles will roll onee rore..

Lisretcoter'sa Telaorark

Attentscrs I you beve suvtbinsg Tor anls, trefe or went, Tv, on ¢ in tte
Lisprterer.  Ads Tor ovvibine (see page 1%) ere sbesolutely fres
as a service for tte marbers of tre RTerien. Tn'e adv-niare of it.

Wantec: FO scele mofel of E-FO inlAntrak livery. Good co:dificon., Quote
price. Petzy Suvrrers, 200 Tarar Ave., Fek. PA 15277

lar N seele wouirwent, frech, turnoute, vower vocls, 2 EBacrmanm TLOty

in Sapte Te liverv, asworted rollivr stock. Jssparotely, wake offTe
gr. $2% takes »11. Will consider trade for evu~l value FC eculp-
mert . Peigy Sumreprs ' :

If yvou woulﬁ 11va to corresrenﬁ thk otrer *er%Prs, want Lo Tave somg
cuestions answered or voice vour orinions, write to :he RIL in ecare of tle
afitor. lLetters. TE?V_VEt by tie fé~Fline date will nppea? v tke Tollwolny
issue. : o ) : o _

I
Member: - Gteve ”uinn _ :
- EC Celder Tr. : Cod R : .
~ Foliané, t& 18008 ' R - . '

Steve is 100% ne for otver ﬁe*bn~s Lo eors sranP wity, V& mweels in EC
and offers the followine rﬁvﬂce, ' - -

If you Ars interscsted in gsving around 55& or ore when tuying new ang
used rolline stock, loros, hu“*ﬁﬁrvs, ¥its, eic., tlen vou srenld trv to
attend one of tre trein rests Yeld everv wontlr st vnriocus rlaces.

ndel rajlrosfers brine trelir eculir-ant t¥at ttry want to rell an” sell
1%, ususlly ctenr. You Frve to bFelone *o the ¥WTA, TCA, ete. to get intc some
of trev tut yvou *ust bmve to peov $1.850 or sn to set into tre pur le ones.
ucreﬁules for tlese meets cen be found 1n “odel Tallreoafer ond RIC mneezines.
I vou've pever satienced a trelp mest rlesne do, vor'll be gi~d vou £Ic.

N Ll
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afttoris reply: T wysolf Love some rood victures ol ; vhrment,  {uv
putlsber Feul J. Hantor {sddvens 2 D) iw verv ¥nowls ﬁﬁiwj of the Rdg,
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Tofalers ond/or Tsus sre ures” Lo noniact Jack,

The Tollwwine 1z e afitorisi pcommant by Farer . Sited Potyh Parry smd Lthe
s@itor dvvite resvovzitle rverotleps to *vig editorinl. IF vou bave =n orid
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: Dyer trhe Tos3t vesr © o Footte summern, 27 working
v tie truchiny tusinesg Te o toh 3 ogot ome? v gond,
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apd tre aeres will stow 2t *iariiles iv {hevselves.
to wkiek trey telong. : _
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rine a c~n of berpr wnile isterine Yo =2 peod foka atier o Taps T v of
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