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THE ROCK SPEAKS: VWhat now?--Greg LeRocca 2

Befoire sifting down to write this, | put a lot of fthought Into, and | stii!
don't know what o say. One Thing that derserves comment 13 the fact that Paul
endorsed Cuck for office. Ho, | think that that's basicaliy wrong, but it's a sad
reflection orn the membership wheh The oniy candidate for office has To be endorsed.

Rnother Thing that derserves comment ls Duck's platferm. While | wish him
good “luek; | doubt he'li be abie to accomp!lsh much, especlally with the AR '

bankrupt.” 11's a shame That we didn't gdin new membeis during our cmmpalgn iﬂ?

and.whlte Duck had brought in fifteen new members, a quick count of the i _
secfion shows fffteen. Hopetully, we can pursuade these people fo rajoinzm
One more thing to comment on: +the matter of Dave Kings being a candidae

- the clection chaifman. 1 hardly matters In this election since Dave and Didhg 'iﬁﬁg :
J . are apparentiy sunning, but | certalnly hope & similar sltuation doesn't happen.!n'vmgg{

a2 hotly contested electlon. Dave was chosen electlien chaldman as a compromise bet
the Phltty and Piiisburgh Divislons, and ! honestly didn't know he was pianndng 1o¢hr“
fun. O weif, Clest la viel

Weli, P. s beeq fun servind as your President this past year and atthough | havnp
become activa In the TAMR, | hope to remaln actlive In the AR. Take care. e
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EDITOR'S SERAPBOOK

Well, foiks, the alec#lcn issue has arrived, and I+ seems [t's gonna be anotiher
unopposed P~051dnn%!ai race, If you want to cal! It that. The only other reason | can
think of as +o why scme other people dddn't step forward vo run for offlce is that
they wust think Ducky Dirake will make such a wonderful President that they don't
dare run against him.

The baltiots are In the back of 1he issus, and this year they are designad fo be

removed from the Dispatcher wlthout iosing part of the Issue, as in the past. Ve aia
ugging all of you Yo exercise your rights as an B8R membar by voting. !i's the oniy
way that you can reaily get your, say.

So, '+ bolis down to Ducky being the only cqndlda*a for President, aithough ! fait
Gieg wouid want To take another crack at !+ for sure this year. On the ballots wa
are leaving space for you to write In the candldate of ynur choice, 1f you don't want
+hosa ilsted. You can cast a vote for ANY AR member, or even cast a vote for yourse!f,
by simply writing the name In Tee appropria+e space. The same iule applies To The
oftice of Secretary/Treasurer. We have Dave Kings and Frank Chadwick in the race for
that job, but If there are any "third party" cand!da?es wh!ch Interest yoy, there Is
room on the ballot for the membeﬁ!! name.

Duving the nexi adminlstration | wouid like fo see some things drastically changed
HGEBG about the AR, like a compiefely rewritten and'restructured Constitution in
the lznguage of the average member; a Constifution which wiil be cleariy defined and
understandable. Yep, ! know you'va ali heard this before, and us "Old Heads" recat|
‘trese statements belng made yaars ago. Well, what happened?? Where is thés "AR",
tiils so-catled "supergroup" we've all been talking about for the past six years?

Ye ara on the threshold of a new AR. Let's cast a vote for something positive

“his ysar, and why don'+ you all heip us get the ball rolling by felling us your Ideas.

J hava a few to share w!th you right now. One thing which should cértalniy be ailminated
15 the ever-prasent confusion of the AR with The TAMR. We are: atflliated wirh the TAMR

by boundaryy Iines only; outside of That fact mayby we can build an AR which Is.
pretty much independent of any other group. We could inciude ra!l‘ans as wall as
modelars, and welcome them to joln with us In all group—raiared acilvities. No longer
wou id Mp bs held back from expanding even further beyond cur bounds by "Constituiicnai
ties" with the TAMR. S
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Due to the electlon, there wlli be no Secretary/Treasurer's report fhis lssue.

However, Betsy promises to return next Issue for her final address. :
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EDITOR'S SCRAPBOOK CON'T o
We seem to have an over-abundance of rafl-news thls Issae. Just pop1n§*1f‘s R
not all stale by the time you recleve thls. Deuce Manton also, returns with more
words of wisdom on pages I3 and 14. Also, on page 1l you'li £1nd Mark Moraen's
articie on Southern Alco's, which should help members who happen ¥o get railfanning
down that way. ' : : A :
The next Issue of the Dispatcher will feature Ducky Draks as special guest
Edltor, as. to allow me to take a dong-ovefdue break to tend To some business matiers.
In that case, all materials for the next Issue should be sent dlirectly to Ducky at
| 732 Argyle Rd., North Hills, PA 19038. Deadline for all next-1ssue materlal
‘ Is May I5th. Please help us out by sending Buck what you can. UntTl next fime....

A
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AR HAPPENINGS

And nowp the final chapter of the fate of Deuce Manion's 1960 ‘FURD Hoaale X
brings this saga o a close. |(f you recall from last Issue, wa reported that

\ Deuce cracked a ball joint on hls way home, making the right-front whee! come off.

| Well, I+ seems that that was the last straw for Deuce, and shortly thereafler he
had +he car towed to the nsarest convenlient junk yard. And there [t sits!
if you're ever rallfanning In the vicinity of Jarreftown, PA, drive back Inte
Fred's Auto Parts and you can miss It. Its the only duli-belge colored FUD
wagon on tvhe lot with Reading FP-7 decals on the doors. Dauce managed to saltiags
not only the hub-caps, but the FURD symbo! on the frront hood as well,

I; Another |5 bucks Duece??722272277272

Needless to say due to the length of this lIssue, we certalnly had our *rials

and tribulations trylng to put It together. Frank Chadwick ran off The froni and
back covers along with Chrls Buckley, and had them all ready to'go out. Since Franh
was leaving on his trip to France Apr!l 7th from Phllly Infternational, we Thought
we could meet Frank there that nlght and plck up the covers at the alrport. Well,
after a trying ride In Dave Kings car all-the-way Into Philly, we arrived at fthe
alrport only to fiind that Frank had already boarded the TWA jet. After convinclng
TWA personne! that we were not hljackers and only wanted to pick something up. They
allowed Dave Kinds to enter the plane. Well, there was Frank, but no covei's. Scems
the Buck wasn't home when Frank left Jersev, so he couldn't plck them up at Euck's
house. This Involved a sidé trip to Buck's later that week, and there you go.

Famlly of Llnes club membershave been busy ¥rylng to ready the layout for The
expected summer tours, especlally during the Canvention week Ip June If all works
out. The layout has aiso had the oppoi~tunlity to appear on clossd-clrcuit TV Thanks
to Ducky Drake and his masterful wisardry.

Sunday May 15th, 1977 marks the eventful rededication ceremony for GG-1 #4935,
repalnted to the former PRR Brunswlck Green wlth gold striping. The train wiil
ieave Washington D.C. at 3:05 PM on the Murray Hill, and wlll arrive in New York
at 7:00 PM. Regular one-way coach fare 15 $17.00 If you wish o rlde, but If you
plan to photograph her on the move, there should be plenty of light all day by Thav

time of year, barring raln, snow, sleet,’or something unusual ITke That.
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Ral f-News; submiftted thru various sourtes

TWTRAK

Amtrak has i(eased another feectric locomotive from Furope for Testing in i
Northeast Corridor. Bearing the number X996, the hugh Alsthom-buli® French und
was unioaded January 22 at Port Efizabeth, NJ. The next day It was send %o Uiln
ton Maintalnance Faciiliiy for inspection pricr to its first test vuns.

Metrol iner #820 has recieved a jazzy new front-end palnt job, with VAW AL
spatied out in qliant white letters on a red and blue backaround.

Amtrak has extended Its lease on Sweedish electric unif X993 4o Asrii -1, &
The 6,000-HP locomctive has besn extraordinarily successful fn cevenue eparatio
over the past several months.

Amtrak Is studying the possibliity of a new daylight fraln befwsen Ma: Tort
and Pittsburgh, on approximately the same schedule as the old Pann Ceniral ¢
The corporation also announced plans o spend nearly $1.5 mililon to uparals 7o
stations In the Philtadetphia-Harrisburg corridor and at Pitisburah, and fo bv
a new station In Altoona. :

January Is a month Amfrak would Itke to forget. By late Decembar, The sys.c
had staqgered under the effects of the BN ban on the use of 8DP-20F's on fis !inao
Locomotives ware shuffled Yo put E-units on certain trains over the BN, swaoning
out with SDP's into places like Harrisburg. '

Meanwhile, two deraiIments under sumilar conditions cast suspicion on thas
the |50-strong backbone of Amtrak's long-haul fleet, I¥'s a matiter of recond
tho FRA and a number of !ines have placed spsed restirictions on 40F's. For insi=
these units are (imited to forty miles per hour on curves and *he use of VU'd 40P
is frowned upon. This implies that the problem involves frailing units on curves
possibie truck pooblems like laternal forces which could spread rails and cause
deral tments.

One other problem has surfaced with The SDP4OF's-steam gensrator tailures:
report indicated that uni¥s had not been maintained pending their conversion Yo
end power. It has been true that trains like The Lake Shore have been assianed
several SDP's and even so, the train has been delayed for hours by ‘en routs rorz
to steam generators and the concurrent need fo thaw out frozen cars.

As February dawned, plans had been finalized fo aet The SDPAOF s back [nto
normal assignments, but some surprises were noted. For exampia, Harrlsburg went
all SDP's to all E-unlts {to reduce delays on the Broadway Limited and Mationai
And, Cleburne went the other way, from alf E-uni-ts*“f‘"’oTﬁﬁ}oF“ 5

Antrak’s E-units are currently assigned this way: 15 units av New Haven (7
5 E-9, and 3 E-8 rebulids), 20 at Harmon (8 E-8, 9 E-9, end 3 E-8 rebuilds!, 75 &
Harrisburg (1) E~9, 7 E-8 rebullds, and 7 E-9B's), 12 at Depver (4 E-8 and 8 E-%.
i0 at Seatile (2 E-8, | E~9, and 7 FP-7's), and 4 in shops (1 E~8, 2 £-9, and | L
rebuild). The rebullt E-8's noted above ara the 437-449. The Seattie tofals In
5 ex-Southern Paclfic FP-7's, 6135, 6143, and 6146-6148.

The iili-fated General Electric P30CH"s are spiit between Woodcrest Li3) ant
Washington (12). They operate on the Blue Ridge, Paimetfo, Colonial, James 'h’
Riley, and Panama Limited, when They can get Them To run.
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Several GG-1's have reportedly been reactivated and now 38 are In Amtrak cer-—
vice again. Apart #rom the usual 900-929, they are using 4890, 4895-96, 4930, 4932-33,
4935 {ROADMEDNONCENGRNCHNINOCHNGEIBRDONXRIIOGHEXRRR) , and 4939,

Amtrak RS3 #141 hos been withdrawn from service-apparently with fire damage, at
New Haven. The other 44 RS3's and 16 SW!'s are in various stages of activity or atorage.
But, only 4 of the 12 FL-9"s purchased stitl survive in service between Harmon and
Grand Centratl in two pairs.

A correction from last Issue: GG-i #4929 is to be repainted in PRR Brunswick
green with goid pin stripes, not the 4935 in red as reported. Sorry 'Bbedt the goof!
Reporis tel! us that the Brunswick Green paint had atready been ordered at the
Wilmington Shops.

Citing the possible cause of a deraliment of the San Francisco Zephyr as the
reason, Burlington Northern banned the biq 3,000-HP C-C SDPA0F Amtrak dieseis from
i4s rails. The SDP's have been in trouble before - mamely on the CA0 - and tests have
been conducted with Government involvement., but this is the first time BN has ques
tioned thelr safety. The SFZ went off the tracks near Omaha on December 16, ‘76, and
two days later BN issued the ban, offering to furnish steam generator cars and its
highsst-qeared ¢relght deisels (77mph SD40’'s/SD45's) to Amtrak to minimize Inconvenience.
The Nebraska accident injured 46, but there were no fatalities. Supposedly the
second fruck of the trailing unit came off tirst, draggina the bagaage car off aiso:
as the other cars derailed, a rail broke, spiliing the rear portvion of the frain down
an embankment. BN alleged that it knows of 12 previous deraliments {2 on BN} in
which the frailing SDP4OF or flirst passenger car went off because of a wide-gauqing
of the track on a curve. Two SDP's were on the SFZ. SDP's trucks are lighter than
similar HTC models on SD40's etc. and also are spaced farther apart.

Amtrak now has a third roufte finking Cincinnatti o the East. The new train
began operating over the Chessie System (B0} washington-Cincinnati mainline on October
%{. The new train is truly a new traln ¢eaturing all the new Amfleet eqy ipment.
Usual consist will be a GE P30CH locomotive, two coaches, and a food service car.
The "Shenandoah” wlil add many possibliities for CRO/BAO/N&W fans wanting Yo travel
Amterak.

CONRAIL

_ As of about 1/1/77, Conrail Paducah "GP-10" rebuiids were showing up at South
Philly yard on @ reqular basis. This yard is due Yo be expanded in the near future
due to the closinas of the Port Richmond coal and ore loaders. There is a iot of room
here for yard expansion. Atso at South Philly is one of the two remaining Reading
SWi's, #22. All other RDG SWi's have since been scrapped.

Morrisvilie, PA Engine Facliiity is always a aocod spof If you're a Conraill fan.
The yard is worked by the tast remaining PC RSD-I2's, and also by RS-11's MU~ed with
GPYB's. The yard is located where the Trenton Cutoff leases the “Maintine, right
across the river from Trenton. At last repert, PC T-6 #9847 was running, one of
only six T-6's CR owns. Usually there are three or four other T-6's here toco. The
enfire facility handles about 5-20 units, but if you would rather shoot Amtrak ail
you nesd do is qo to Morris Tower and shoot away, since this Is where the yard and
the Trenton Cutoff and the Mainline alf come toaether.



Page 6 THE ALLEGHENY DISPATCHER _ Aprwiay iQT'?
PROTOTYPICAL WISDOM (CON'T) .

CONRATL

Latest word on the ex-New Haven EP-5°s ls that they are now stored-a{'Hatrisburq.

_The Altoona Area Public Library has availabie to the public prints from about
13,000 nenatives they acaulired when the Pennsy ¢losed shop 1n #968. Thjis colfection
trncludes early-day scenas and photds of iocomotives, cars, méchanical detalls and.
[ineside equipment. For further information write 1o Ms. Qufﬁ Weber, Alidona Area
Public Library, 1600 Fifth Av., Al¥oona, PA 16602.

As of Day One for Bonrall there werd: 1,229 focomotives to be renumbered. 'Of these
79 have been retired and, as of 1/8/77 ahou? 300 had actually been renumbered. To
accelerate the renumber!ng, a program was started as of December Ist in the Ajlantic
Region ¥o have each malntainance point in the region renumber a minimum: number,of
tocos permonth:

Effzabethpert - 3 units per month
Secaucus -~ 2 units per month

Scranton, PA ~ 3 units per- month
Bethiehem, PA ~ | unit per month

Al ientown has no stenciis available—?o'place numbers on the cabside of CR letter-
fng on the hood, thus only The number boards are recelving the new CR.number. -The
formor LV fetterina and numbers are being painted cut with available Cornell Red.

Diese! powser assignments by mdintainance points on the: Atlantic Reglon as-of .
12/1/76 are:

Hobokan NJ - 32 units (UﬁﬂCH's}
Seranton PA - 54 unlts (46 GP35"s for ¥ruck work: U34CH ?ruck and heavy runninq
repairs.

Croxon NJ - OF units Cincludaes the 46 GP35's whose truck work is done at, Suranton.

Elizabethport NJ —« 162 units (including 6! ALCO s, !9 E-Bﬂ s, 3 E-7A's @and
10 RIC's
Bekihienam PA - 47 units) fnciud!nq 14 ALCO's and Gne Ba!dw!n.

Conraii logos are being applied To SGVeraS oider Sllverliners on the former PC.
Among those noted are #217 and #269.

Conrail Is stili operating the Trenton Cutoff as a sinale-frack line befween
Heaton, PA (near Hatboro) and Rambo [near Norristown), while construchien conhinues
on a new bridge over the Reading's Bethlehem Brfanch at Fort Washington. A fuli-time
operator Is stationsd at HeaTon Yo issue frain ordars and agera?e the-hand, crossovers.

in the last Dispatcher we reported that Coneall GG-I ﬁ&BOB was ln Harrisburq
paint shop and would loose 1¥s Bicentennial paint scheme in favor of CR biue. This
is what was intedded but the current motive power crunch:resulted inia quick-recall
to service, and it may now be SOINS ??me ba+ore the 4800 ac*ually ?urns blues-

Conrall RDC service to Bathlehem wili continue af leas? un?%l Harch 1978 under
2 new agreement worked out between the State and Lehioh & Norfhamp¥on: TransporTation
Authority (LANTA). PennDot and” fhe Federal Gevevnm%nf w?li share The antlre cost
of the subsidv arrangement. S g 51

RFEZP units have been showing up at Allentown iately. usualiy i?s fhe same thres
or four uni+s (3 6P-40's and a GP-35). There s all kinds of power showing up here
on weekends. Security does nof chase you as long as you bshave yourseld and do

{CON'T NEXT PAGE)
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not walk off with anything. Please keep This in mind whereger you happen fo be
ralitanning, so as to not ruin a good thing for those who are interested.

John Gébbons tells us that on February 19th D&H Shark #1205 was s!t+ing up
at the old Heléertown Roundhouse, broken down, waiting Yo be towed back to
New York. Also there on the same day were a couple ex-RDG D&H GP-39-2's and
+wo old Readinqg Geeps. Hellertown is usualiy a good spot on weekends, with a
lot of Conrall power moving thru, along with lots of surprises on any géven day.
Take PA route 309 North from Philadeiphia fo Center Valley, then go norfh on
PA 378 until you see siqgns pointing to He!lertown. Proceed north on the Main Street
of Hellertown untii you come upon an entrance fo a cement plant on your left. Go
down their driveway and It takes you right o the roundhouse. There's also a big
beer distributor there on the same side of the street. Drive slow as you could
pass right by it.

While N&W and Chessie System are both very concerned abouf competition
from Conrali, they are both responsible for contributing to Conrail's equlipment
fleat. NAW participated in financing new tocomotives tor Central of New Jersey
when it was to become a part of the proposed N&W~-CRO-BRO system. Later N&W fihanced
jocomotives for Erie Lackawanna when it was under N3W controi. The CNJ and EL
units are now working for Conrail. Conrall also owns the formar Virginian E33C
electric locomotives which N&W sold fo New Haven and were then passed on o
Penn Central by merger and now fo Conrail in the great consol idation,

NORFOLK AND WESTERN

N&W, aiong with Chessie Bystem and Southern, has expressed an interest in ac-
quiring the 92.61% of Pittsburgh and Lake Erie stock owned by Penn Central Transpor-
tation Company. The PC fransferred all of the rall system i+ operated Yo Conrall,
but continues to operate as a corporate entity and hold control of P&LE, which
operates independently and profitably.

The PALE operates 176 miles of track and is based in Pittsburgh. The P&LE was
one of the most profitable sections of the PC (NYC) invesiment empire.

Rakowsk! Motors of Frankfort, Indiana has acquired Penn Central {ex-PRR) class
N5 caboose 19027 for use as an office. The firm has repainted the caboose with
t+heir name and also a circle containing The letters NKP. The caboose now has no
number or ofher rallroad markinas. The firm reportedly did not want o combine
the imaqes of a used car dealer and the Penn Cenfral.

N&W has ordered 28 more SD40-2 units for delivery in early 1977 from EMD. They
are expected to duplicate the last ordei. -

LEHIGH AND HUDSON RIVER

As of early Januairy there were stili two Mon-Frl jobs working out of Warwick.
The first job, boarded for 9:00 AM, works easter!y to at least Greycourt and to
Maybrook, as required. The west-end road crew reports at 1:00 PM making a roundtrip
+o Phitlipsburg NJ. At Franklin the #raln, what li¥tle there 1s of it, is lef¥
on the mainline and a side trip to drili the New Jersey Zinc mine a¥ Ogdensburg Is
performed. After spotting empties under the.locading silo and qgatheri-nq f(oads,
+he train returns o Frank!in with the engines on the easteriy end. They run around
the traln, double together and continue west at about 35-40 mph. There are two
units assigned, L&HR 29 and CR 2076, both C~420's. _

The yard at Warwick Jooks nearly deserfed, with only a few cars on the fittle
used tracks. The gensral office bullding Is closed and the engines are kept outside.

: CON'T NEXT PAGE
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A fraller has been placed near the engine facilities to serve as a yard office.

All dispatchbng Is now dons from Bethlishem as part of the Lehiah Valley dispatcher's
Job. Surprisingly, the automatic block signal system still functions despite

the unitikelyhood of there belng any more Than one ¥raln on fhe road at any time.

A possible reason for retaining the sianats may be the Intensd spaculation that

the L&HR will become a portion of a thru route from Allentown Yard fo Selkirk.

The possibility of a rebullt Poughkeepsie bridge looks bery dim. .

ALCO NEWS

Amtrak RS3's are now handling switching and work frain assignments, in Boston,
Providence, New Haven, Phifadelphia, and Chicago. Si% Lonqg Island C-~420"s remain in
the passenger fleet resfricted to weekday passenger runs Only The FA confrol cab
units remain in service on most diesel )ines with EMD GP38's providing power. Some
RS and S units are still used on freights, but will be wiped cut with the advent
of new EMD's by next summer. On the DIH, the C-628's are restricted to mainline
sarvice batwaen Binghamton and Whitehall since thelr trucks are hard on track. The
RS-3 rebuilids were not an ovaerwhalming success and are working locals and switching
jobs. Conrail has seen the reactivation of many stored units. Elizabeth Yard in
New Jersey and Morrisville P2 (near Trenton) are the homes of many vareities of Alco's
including the rare T-6 switchers. Morels Tower is a great spot for catcvhing Alcos
running transfers over the Dalaware River to Trenton NJ,

The Mingo Jet., Ohlo area is also a spot where Alcos are in abundance. Conrafl
oparates a real vareity of power into and out of Conway Yard (Pittsburgh) as well.
Alcos are commonplace on most all the frelghts thru here, mixed with EMD's and CE's
of course. One eastbounder had an ex-PC F-7 on the point with fwo ex-RDG Alco C-424's
and a EL U-33C tralling.

DELAWARE AND HUDSOM

The Sharknoses were last operating ocut of Whitehall where they see service to
Rutiand and Greenwich Jct, although reports of the Sharks as far south as Bafh!ehem
vera also recieved. No. I?05 continues to be plaqued with problems.

DAH RS-3 #4085 has qone to Montreal Locomotive works for rebuilding. in addition,
RS-1i"s #5017, 5013, and 5023 are beling rebulit at the Colonie Shops. Engines curren-
tiy stored unserviceable at Colonie Shops are: 4082, 4084, 4098, 4110, 4121, 4126,
5000, 5007, 5009, 5022, 605, 615, 616, 618, 705, and 707. Because of winfer weahter
and !imited boller capacity, the Adirondack was running with two PA's i per train.

On November 23rd, the D&H entered into a contract with GE for the purchase of
10 new B23-7 (old U238) locomotives for ssrvice befween Pot yard and Enoia. Currentiy
DZH frains being delivered to €onrall average 45 cars dafly. The D&H believes it
can make money on movemenis of 40 cars and over. Looks ilke all the rumors of GGi's
with shields are squeiched forever!

Stored at Wayne Junction are 59 ex-Reading “green” MU's and !2 former PC MP-54's ;
awalting disposition. All ars owned by SEPTA and have been supplanted by The new cars.

Don't miss the new filck Silver Steeak, now playing at theaters througheut the
AR. The fens Wilder-Richard Prior fiim s no great shakes as a story, but Theire are
some ter~ific raliroad scenes, filmed on CP rall with equipment from the Canadian.
"AMROAD” 14 the fleticicus line used in the fiim. Also the current Sherlicck Holmes
movie, Seven Percent Solution, has some dandy railroad footace filmed in Europe.
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Blessed with unusually warnm weather durling the second half of February. Ronrall
and other big roads In the Northeast which were hard-~hit have partially recovered
from the effects of eariier snows and friqéid temperatures. A serious motive-power
shortage persists om Conrali, however, which accounts for Chicago and North YWestern
SD45's, Southern Pacific GP35's, Unlon Pacific cabless GP9's and other leasedunits
appearing in freight fraln lashups on the former PC, Reading, and Lehigh Valley.

Chessie Sysiem has piaced an order with General Motors for 20 SD40-2's and
15 GP40-2's. As we understand, I5 Western Maryland F7's were ftraded in on ¥his order.

Amtrak's leased French unit, #X996, made its first test run February 22 between
Wifmington, DE and Perryviile, MD.

STEAMI

Attantic Central Steam Company is planning to operate Its fdrst passenger
excursion with ex-Canadian Pacific Roya! Hudson #2839 on Sunday May 8th over
Conrail's Lehigh Division befwesn Lehighton and Coxton Yard, near Wiikes Barre.

All detalls of the trip have bot been resolved yet, but if you're interested please
wrife Mr. Robert Spanaqe!, 607 Baldwin Av., Norristown, PA 19403. Ask o have

your name put on the mailing list for free |iterature and timetabses as to running
times, etc. Early reports say she'l! be steaming up the old Erie Freight Line
between Bethiehem and Wi ikes Barre.

High iron Company's 4-8-4 #2101 (formsrly AFT #1) is now being stored at fhe
Bethiehem PA Engine Terminal, after being moved there from Lebancn, NJ in early March.
There the tocomotive will be readied for an extensive tour over The Chessie System
to commemorate the 150%h anniversary of the founding of the Balt¥imore and Ohio Rall-
road In (827. Tentative plans call for excursions with the tocomotive and a 12-14
car train out of most major cities on the system this year..

Ex~American Freedom Train 4-8-4 #4449 is scheduled to leave Birmingham, AL
Aprid! 13 on the continuation of Amtrak's "Transcontenental Steam Excursion”. Due
to arrive in Portiand, OR on May i, the train will move via Southern Rallway and
11iinois Central Gulf to New Orleans, and Southern Pacific beyond.

Conrail now reports that It now has 20,000 employees working inits shops and
that in the first nine months of operétion major rebuflding was completed on 779
focomotives and 11,916 dreight cars.

Amtrak's "Winter of Disconteni” has been ona for the books. So many were fthe prob-
iems that cropped up that I+s hard to tell exactly how hard of 2 winter it was. But
now, howaver, the Main Concern of the Amirak people Is the SDPAOF, backbone of Amirak's
passenger train fieet (long-hau#). These units remain under a cloud of suspicion
foilowing a sericus serles of derallments which have defied expianation. The most
recent deral Iment. of a 40F—pouared frain cccured February (9, east of Pittsburah.
Needless fo say, it was a "ctassic” SDP40OF deral Iment, occuring on a 2° curve at
40 MPH with the rear truck of the second unit derailing, pulling all the fotlowing
cars off the rails. In this case, the train’s ten cars remalned upright and in fine,
and both passenqers and equipment emerqed relatively unharmed. This deraliment was
particularly Vexing to Amtrak and EMD, which are jointly investigating the series
ot accidents which have occured over the course of the past few months. It occured
on excelient rebul it rall and roadbed and the car behind the lccomotive had oniy
been cutshopped several months ago. This eliminated two possible theories That

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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PROTOTYPICAL WiSDOM CON'T

had been advaticed. Ye’?, the fact remains that Senta Fe asd Union Pacific seem
4o have no troubie with these units, and furthermore, both oparate a considerabie
number of ''Dash-2" uni¥s (EMD) on high-speed freights. Somehow. Then, they have
+o determine what these fwo roads are doing 'right” and others are doing "wrong' .
Untli then, Conrall has limited the units to an untenable 30 MPH and delays around
the system have reachsd unprecendentéd levels.

White the 40F's were alving Amtrak fits, they were receiving littie comfort
from the ofher units in the diesel fleet. As usual, the P30's continue to exhibif
inordinately tarqe cut-of-service ratios, especially on Woodcrast assiqgned unifs.
And, the older E-units, on which heavy overhauls have long ceased, were unequal 1o
the loads thrust upon them by the 49F problems, and Thus fallures have been frequentl

The hdirondacg_convar+ed February 15 to Yurbos south of Aibany, and March |
north of Albany. The Detaware and Hudson units and cars will be used on fantrips,
and 1f D&H is willing, some may continue in service under Amtrak lease.

RAPID TRANSIT NEWS

Buring January, SEPTA continued to run 5-car tfrains on the Broad Street Subway.
A substantial number of the oid cars, which are the oldest revenue equipment of
SEPTA, continue To remain oujt-of-service due to tack of repiacement axlies.

The remova! of part of the Frankford E! (Philly) has been delayed by a probism
with third-rall supports being insufficient for the new third rall. No date yef
for the opening.

A January co!lision on SEPTA Route 23 cccured when disabled PCC 2625, being pushed
seuthward on Germantown Av, sialodged itseti from its pusher at Johnson ST, and roltled
froe down the Avenue until it banged into its leader car 2736 at Wainut Lane and

the two proceeded as a frain until stopping af Chelten Avenue, assisted by a mounted
dpoi iceman gatloping down before Them as a warning. No other vehicle was hit, The
cperator in the !iberated trolley remained unscathed by lying down In the rear prior
to tmpact. There were injuries on 2736..

On February 4 a major désaster occured on fhe Chicago Transit Authority Elevatved
Loop Structure when an eight-car Lake-Dan Ryan train rammed into the rear of a six-car
Ravenswood train which had just reended a curve from Wabash info Lake Streat. The
six~car Ravenswood frain remained on the tracks, but the first and third cars of the
Lake-Dan Ryan train dropped completely off the elevated structure onto the sidewalk,
which fhe second and fourth cars leaned to abutments so That they oniy had one end
on the ground. The fifth car derailed but remained upright on the tracks. Eleven
were killed and over 200 injured, including the motorman who was fired. Preliminary
investigation revealed that the brakes were working on the second train and that the
moterman had crept into the next signal block, bypassing automatic train controis.
I+ is not clear to me weather guard ralils exist in good condition or weather CTA's
permissive block sysfem should be reviewsd. However, CTA has put up a restraining
barrier to prevent further tragedies. This accident, coupled with CTA's relatively
new 50¢ fare should see ridership down siqniticantly during ¥his year.
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SOUTHERN ALCOS
~--tark Moraqan

Alcos may be falrly common still In parts of the couniry, but the olider ones
are qettinag scarce. Two exceptions are iAWY at Pensacola and Panama Clty, on the
Fiorida Guif Coast.

Pensacola Is served by the Loufsville & Nashville and the S¥. lLouis & San
Francisco Rallroads, and common power is contemporary EMD's and U-boats. The
Louisvitie & Nashville posseses the world's laraest fleet of C420's, as well as
RSii's and RS3's: howevar, wander into ¥he L&N yard In town and you'li find Twin
re~enqlined S4's, which as far as | can teil aren’t carried on the roster anymores
Nos. 2310 and 2369 are Alco S4's, with EMD 12-567 engines and circular fan housings.
Both appear to be in good running order.

Several short |ines operate along the Gulf Coast, one of the largest belng ths
Atlanta & St. Andrew's Bay, which runs from Panama Clty FL 100-miies north to
Duthan, AL. Major power Is again EMD, running from chop-nosed 6P7's to an SD40 and
new GP38-2's, alonq with a rare GP39. The AASTAB ("The Bay Line") also posseses
severa! low-nose RS1's, which are quite a sight. No. 904 is parked in 2 playground
near downfown; 913 and others switch in the Sherman Yard on the north edge of town.

Scanning the region once (shades of the 6PM news) The Chattahoodhes industrial
Rallroad at Cedar Springs GA uses RS!'s. The Chattahoochee Valiey Raiiway at West
Point GA has an S2 and an RSI.

The Sandersvilile Railroad, which runs all of five miles from Tennilie Yo
Kaolin, GA operates an Fairbanks Moorse HI2-44 along with assorted EMD SW's.
Savannah State Docks Company in Savanaah GA uses an S4 and a GE 70-tonner.

The Termina!l Railway at the Atabama State Docks in Mobile, AL operates five
S2's and four S4's.

Mississippi Is the home of the Columbus & Greenville Railway (CAGY), which
has Baldwin DRS-64-1500"s, an AS-4i6, and EMD SWi's. “Newest" ppwer on the line
is either ex-GMRO F3's or BAR Bl2's,

Finaiiy, the Louisiana Midland at Jena, Loulsiana operates three RS1's, while
the Louisiana R Morthwest in Homer uses ex-WP F7A's and FP7A's.

%**%*%***%******ﬁ*************%ﬁ%ﬁ**ﬁ**%***%**ﬂ***********ﬂ***ﬂ%#%**%**************ﬁ

MORE ON BLACK RGCK
--Dave Kings

As a suppliement to Deuce's earlier story, 1'd like to relate more of the
Black Rock Tunnel history. The funnel was oriainally bulit double~track. In the
1940's an acclident occured in the tunnel, which led the Reading to singie-track It
and all their other tunneis within a ciearance limit.

A #rack gang was busy inside the tunne! when a train entered. His headlight,
noise, and smoke hid another steamer coming in from the opposite direction. The
track qanq was not aware of Its approach and were killed instantly. There was only
cne survivor of the gang. He had been sent out earlier to get water.

in later years, the Reading found It was an advantage anyway to have pne
track through the funnels because it provoded the extra clearance needed for
the modern high cars. Two other funnels on the old Reading are Fiat Rock Tunnel
on the Main Line near Manmgunk, PA, and the Perkasle Tunne!, on the Bethiehem
Branch Just north of Perkasie, PA.
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" THE REBUILDING OF WOODLANE YARD
--Dave Kings

Woodlane Yard, at the |f{-mMepost mark on the Reading Malinline, is situated
between the Schuyk!li River and the Schuykii! Expressway (1-76) In a high-class
area known as Gladwyne; PA. I+'s right across the river from t+he Readlng passenger
station, Spring Mill, on the Norrlstown Branch. , P T

The yard was buflf sometime In the late 1800's. 1t was at one time a busy
coal and ore yard with 40 tracks. Now there are 13 left with 12 In service. The
~est were torn out years ago for the bullding of the Expressway. | was part
of the rebuilding of Woodlane Yard, being hired by Conrail for that reason. - Wood-
tane Is now of great Importancs to Conrail. 1t will be a hotspot In the nexi few
years for coal movements. When my gang began work at Woodiane in Octaber, It was
in pretty bad shape, the average Tie baing over 40 years old and roffen, making
'+ look Impossible for these fracks to support any welght at all. The bal last
used there Is fly-ash, more commonly known as cinders, evidence of the countless
passings of Camel-backs, T-1's, Pacifics, and Consol idations. Clnders are noo
good, however, In supperting areat welght, and at some piaces In the yard we had
to dig to find the tles. . .

Ajmost every tle 1n each track of Woodlane has been or witl be replaced to
make thls one of Conrall's first totally upgraded yards. With a gang of twenty
men, we put in up to 175 tles per day by hand. This is prefty good considering
+hat a maliniine machine gang averages about 400 tles per day. When | left the
gang at Woodlane In early December, sroduction had stowed to 30 tles a daydue to
+he frozen ground, and in January the gang was relocated.

Now +hat the Corildor has been sold to Amtrak, the future of coal movements
on Conral! remalns to be seen, and Woodlane yard wili be a part of that story.
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MODEL ING PASSENGER TRAINS PART |V
Streaml ined Passenger Cars
--Greg LaRocca

Well, we've finally reached the point in this series of articles that deals
wlth the heart of a passenger traln - The passenger cars. Passenger cars come In
many styles; to name a few: Stream! Ined, both fluted and smooth-side; Standard,
hoth monitor and clestory roofed; and Harriman styled. And of course, there are
the oid-time open-platform type cars, aithough 1'm not deallng with them In this
articie since 1 have no Info concerning them.

Stream! ined passenger cars are avallable from AHM, Athearn, Con~Cor, Herklmer
{0K), and Tyco. AHM's are smooth-sided, repraesentative of American Car and Foundafiy
types. The others are fluted-side and represent Budd, ACF, and Pul Iman-Standard.

The AHM cars, as | sald eariler, represent ACF type cars. If six-wheel fiucks
are added, they are close to B30, PRR, NYC, UP, and IC cars. If fluting Is added
below the belt-rall, they represent C&0, NKP, some BR0, etc. These cars come full ly-

assembled and cost about $8.98 aplece (the Vista-Dome and Obs cars cost® $9.98).

The Athearn cars are probabiy Pul iman-Standard types, although | can't flnd any
info on th!s. They seem to be simiiar fo Santa Fe prototype minus the ribbed roofs.
These have fluted roofs. They come as klts for $3.98 aplece.

Ccn-Cor cars are Budd prototype from the Santa Fe or The Callférnla Zypher. They

come partiaily assembled for $7.98 aplece. The more colorful cars are $8.98.

The Herklmer cars are of metal construction and come as 80' and 60' kits, or as
fully assembied 60~footers. The prices are from $6.95 to $9.45 for the kits and
from $8.95 t0$10.45 for the assembled versions. They appear to be Pul Iman-Standard
prototypes, but could also pass for ACF types.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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MODEL ING PASSENGER TRAINS PART IV (CON'T FROM PG. 12)

And that brlngs us to the Tyco cars. These are fully assembled and !ighted
cars, and are based on Budd prototype, bull® for the PRR. I|'ve seen a dliner of
+his tyoe and the Tyco cars | have which ars iettered for PRR matched the prototype
exactly, both being 60' long. The cars are now avallable only in Santa Fe and
Amtirak, but could easliy be repainted. They iun about $6.95 aplece.

Mext Issue, we'll go over Harriman cars in detall, Including thelir history.
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A WORD FROM DEUCE .
SURVEY ING AMERICAN RA|LROADS
{Part Thr8e In a series of articles)
—--by Deuce Manton

I+ was easy to shrug off those blue-and-yellow 5400-HP diesel locomotives that
first entered revenue frelght service on the Santa Fe in [941. These beasts were
beset with the compiexlties of four crankshafts, sixteen traction motors, and
sixty-four cylinders. They were fonger and heavier than some articulated steam
loconotives rated In excess of 6000-HP. One couid reaily put down the 5400-HP
passenner dlesel units of the same manufacturer that had 1o be helped across the
Sierras by Espee Cab-Forwards. What we falled to note about Electro-Motive's
landmark FT was that aii of 1+s 912,000 pounds rested on driving axies: that an
electric ‘ransmissson imparied I+ Yo constant forque and, In turn, areater tractive-
effort on starts than any steam locomotive ever had; and that I+ couid knock off
500 mlies between fuel piugs. The diese! was destlned to be to rallroading what
the jet aircraft became io aviation - a new dimension.

All of a sudden, a raliroad of Iimited clearances or bridge loadinas could
fleld a locomotive as powerful as anything Pennsy possessed; an engine could run
t+he lenath of the road without change; ash plts, coal towerd, water tanks, boller
makers and firemen were redundant: and train slze was |imited by drawbar strength
instead of pult. Summed un- +he greatest chanae fn raliroading since the adoption
of the alr brake.

Not everyone got the message in 194). The veiy woid "Diese!" was an obcenity
to coal haulers, who flrst lanored the new prime mover, then embarked upon a frantic,
futiie seairch for a coal-burning turbine that could cpmpaie; Pennsy being an example
with thelr experimental steam fucbine that was an absolute fallure. ALCO sald that
dl#ferent jobs required different locomotives and offered fo bulld whatever the
customer's occasion required: steam, dliesel, o~ electric. Non-be!levers branded
dieseis as "not In the public interest”, but evenfually they ali changed their minds.
They had to. The dlesel would have made an attractive investment in an era of
statlc prices and runaway Infiation. 11 was irresistabile.

Porhaps the most exclusive club of professional raliroadmen In America draws
together those electrical eng¥neers who regarded +henation's smal! and contiractiing
route miicage under catenary as the greatest disappointment In 20th Centuiy rall-
reading. They had assumed that the Milwaukee Road's 3000-voit breakout across the
rockies and cascades would bury malniine steam traction and were frustrated when
1+ didn't. Thelr hopes were ralsed aaain when Pennsy hung 11,000-volt wire from,
the Hudson to Harrlsburg. The Eiectrificationists drew soiace from the fact that
during the Depression there was il1ttie money around for any kind of new motlve-power,
but thereatter they were faced with the ultimate lrony of the diesei. Thls proved
thelr argument on behalf of the ethics of censtant tTorque and simultaneacusly destroyed
their dream of more catenary for The fact that 1T was actually a "nooi- man's eleciric’ .
The diesei knocked out, one-by-one, most of the terminal and tunnel electri¢ication
zones where tractlion motors had bean chosen in steam days for cleaniiness. (Two exam-
ples being Cleveiand Unlon Tunnel and B&0's Baltimore Belt Line.) The dlesel even

CONTINUED ON PAGE !9
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RUNNING EXTRA

A CONRATL HACK?
WHY NOT?

~=Detice Manton

There are many different ways that people enjoy the hobby of mode! ralliioading.
Some of us |lke to mode! ficticlous roads, innovativiy creating our own roadnames,
heralds, and palnt schemes; while others seem to enjJoy modeiling the prototype.

Fgr those who prefer the latfer, let us conslider the latest In new paint schemes:
CONRA L.

People are always speaking of the latest units to be painted by Conrali. Fine!
But d1d ou ever stop to notice the vast number of cabooses poppina up in Conrail
biue as weil? That Is what this article is about; how you can make a decent mode|
of a Conrall hack from any standard bay-window or cgnter-copula caboose that you
happen to have laying around.

Befora we beqin, however, | would like to interject the fact that Roundhouse
Producys has recentiy come out with a model of a +wo-window, center-copula Job
‘n Conral! blue. The mode! is falrly accurate as Is, but additional palnting and ‘
touch-up is required to get her looking {like tha Real McCoy. | will eiaboirate on i
this further, later In the article. :

Well, for you guys who don't feel |ike spending the $3.50 for the Roundhouse .
hack, or you just want a good spare~time project to keep you occupled, we'll start
off with my flrst ldea....a repalnt.

First of all, select the hack you want painted. 1t should be elther a center-
copula or @ bay window to foilow the prorotype. (Varney used to make the type of
caboose most commonly seen on the old RDG/CNJ/LV-~aome are stil! abailable at larger
wel|l-stocked hobby shops-Ed.) Next, run +o the hobby shop and qrab these four Ifems:

Scale Cpat Conrall Blue (unfortunatiy not yet avallable in spray cans), Fine Scaie
Miniatures Conrail caboose heralds, one can of Testor's #1260 "Dul lcoat'", and cne
pack of Kadee #5's. Got everything? Good. r

Now strip the hack down 't+1(1 its just a shell, hook the bettie of blue onto :
your airbrush and go fo It. What? You don't have an alrbrush huh? Well, no probiem, ¥
‘cause a thin brush and a steady hand wl!l do just as good. Careful now! We don't ;
want to ieave streaks do we? 1

When you're finished painting the entlre shell, set it aside 'till the blue 1 %
dries. Make sure it's completely dry befose you attempt the next step!!l -

Now we come to the part | said was not prototypical on the Roundhouse model . ;
Conrall #&cks have black roofs and underframes. The roundhouse model doesn’t and i

!
i

T YRR

{so far) nelther does our repaint. Okay, elimlnatiOn off this probiem for beth
models goes as fol lows: Take some masking tape and tape the sldes and ends ob your
hack ali-the-way up to the roof line, but don't tape the roof. Remove The copula
and do the same. Spray the roof and catwalk, and the copula roof, with gioss black
spray paint. '"Pactra Gloss Biack 'Name!" In spray cans works excelleni. On fThe
Roundhouse mode!, spray both sides of the underframe casting as well. Let dry, -
and than spray both sides again with Testor's Dullcote. Let her dry.

For +he Roundhouse model, leave the tape on and spray the parts once more
wlih Testor's Dul lcote. Let dry, remove tape, and that's It.

Foa our repaint, however, remove the KHXMX tape now, before you Dul lcote it.
Poply your Fine Scale Miniatures decals to Conrall practive. Now spray fhe shell
with Dullcote.

WhiTe The shell's drying we'll work on the underframe. Supposing that you
uysed a good manufacturer, such as Athearn, your Kadee #5's should glve you no froubie
instalfation wise. The Roundhouse model is also an easy conversion. Apply brake
assembly. Additional detailing on +he underfirame Is entirely up to your preferences.

Additional superdetalling to the sheli can be, say, qlass In the windows made
from acetage, marker |ights (avallable from Cal-Scale). Affix the shell to the under-
frame and there you have it! Apply your trucks and ladders, and you'll have a
Conrail hack that wili took right at home on The tall of any freight.
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ALLEGHENY REGION
SPRING 1977 ELECT!IONS

CANDIDATES PLATFORMS
FOR AR PRESIDENT: SCOTT "DUCKY'" DRAKE (19)

As the next President 6f the AR | can forsee many changes which | fesal wolld be
beneflclal to all the members as a whole. The regk@ncitself 1s stlil goling strong,
and we are still the most actlive in the entlre TAMR, but fhis does not mean fthat
there 1s not room for Improvement. So far, the region is being held together through
the efforts of a handful of Indivliduals. |f we dldn't have these people around to take
care of things for us, we would certainly not be where we are today. As President,
| can see the many open doors where as to you the average member can participate in
making the AR even better. AT this fime | would fike to mention a few polints which
| fea! wii! materialize durlng my administraticn as AR President:

i) A newly revised Const!tution, one which Is not so dictatorial on behaif of
the President. | would !lke to change the Constiftufion so that more power
can be placed upon the members of the Executive Board and the regular AR mem-
ber. In other words, more power fo the people and less power to the President.
According to the present Constitution, the AR President can essentially act
as a dictator, and no one eise In the AR can stand in his way to stop him
should he happen to do something Irrational. | would iike Yo adopt a Constit-
ution which wouid let the Executive Board Members, along with the regular
AR members, have more say in what's golng on. I[+'s fime to put an end fo
the Executive squabblies that have infested the AR this past year.

2) An escudated AR membership drive. We currently stand at 54 members, stiil
the largest and stréngest reglon in the entire TAMR. During my administration v
; | would I1ke Yo see that figure climb to 100 members. Can you imagine 100 i
members in the AR alone? That's about half the TAMR right there! To begin
ourr drrive, there are already about 24 TAMR members |iving within AR boundaries
who do not belong fo the AR. 1| would llke fo have tha opporfunity to expose
these and other people tTo cur group.

3) An increased DISPATCHER - blgger than ever before - and !'m shooting for
qual ity and not quantity. A newsletter Is only as good as the articles 1T
contalns, so what's the sense of putting out an expanded DISPATCHER |f it's

only going to be #!lled with boring features and dull arficles from cover to covef?
If +he Treasury allows foir 1T, | would |ike to see the refurn of photo pages
in the AD on a regular basls. Worklng along with P.J. Manton, | feel we can
uphold and even strengthen our image, by helping to make the DISPATCHER the
best and most followed newsletter in the TAMR.

\

4) Last but not least, a dues Increase of 50¢/year for all members. The new increase
to $2.00/year will help us cope with rislng postal rates and paper/printing
costs without having to shorten the DISPATCHER from its current fength. It has
not been uncommon in past months for The Editor and the Secretary/Treasurer
+o ba forking foi- part of the DISPATCHER out of thelr own pockets. This
pollcy shoutd no lénger be confinued. We are fong overdue for a dues Increase,
+he last one taking place in 1974 from $1.00-81.50/year. !'m sure you will
all agree that the increase Is not much, and that we will all benef!+ from it.

LET'S ALL SUPPORT THE AR{ VOTE FOR SCOTT DRAKE FOR AR PRESIDENT.
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ALLEGHENY REGION SPRING 1977 ELECTIONS
CANDIDATES PLATFORMS CONTINUED

FOR AR SECRETARY/TREASURER: FRANK CHADWICK ( (6}

Belng In the AR long enough to be easlly included In the "0ld Head" catagory,
and occupying the status of being one of the most active members In the group, It's
sate to say that i'm quite capable of handiing any AR Official Post. But Instead
of darting off and campaigning for the Presidency, my humbie character has destined
me o run for bookey. | might add that |'m a blt of a veteran In the SEC/TREAS
election race. Way back In the December of '73, | ran against incumbent bookey
Betsy Summers. ! wasn't much of a contest though, for she was much cuter than
| and capable of applying herseif more |iberally than |.

Since the Summer of '73 {'ve been drawing those excellent fromt covers you ali
have been attracted to and framing for your collections. !n addition to that, ! was
cditor of this imfamous rag from the end of '74 fo the Spring of '76, marking a
pariod of social turmolé and high-quaiity debates in The reqlon's fine pubiication.
In other words, !'ve been kickina around for quite a while.

In +he next flscal year, | hope to find a few more ways to cut the publfcation’s
budget, whlle maintaining the issue's present form or better, in order to ptug up
+he deflclts that have occured In the past years. |'m also going to see If we can
afford to advertise every now and then in RMC and MR, efc., to get some more new
members In here.

in closing, fnstead of telling you to vote no matter who you are voting for,
as custom has 1+, 1'1] just say make darn sure you vofe for me.

LET'S ALL SUPPORT THE AR!

VOTE FOR FRANK CHADWICK SECRETARY/TREASURER Franciscus Chadz

allas Frank Chadwick, ol 'head
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FOR AR SECRETARY/TREASURER: DAVE KINGS (18}

Having been a member of the Allegheny Reglon since Aprli of last year, |'ve mef
many other members and have made many new ralifan friends. The ene thing !'ve noticed
most about the AR Is a lack of communication and fe!lowship between themembers. | feel
this can be remidled by pre-planned meets and get-fogethers [n different areas of'
+he AR throughout the vear, and smailer meets and such In more remote areas, inviting
all members within a reasonable distance to attend.

Again, communication with the offlicers could be improved, In that, | !lve ciose
to our Editdo, P.J. Manton, and our Freslidential hopeful, Scott Drake, and we see
each other often.

| would assimiiate the ideas and attitudes of my predecessor in trying to hold
together a budget, and promote reglonal spirit. Llet's face it, youcan't have good
reglonal splrit without good reglonal communication.

As for my past experience In rallroading and jeadership positions, I've been a
menber of Mode! Rafiroading Explorer Post 680 for four years, and have been President
for six months. I'm a Family of Lines member, and have done woik with GATSME Lines
(Graater Abington Township Soclety of Model Engfneers), North Penn Model Ralfroad Club,
and other model operations.

Being an employee of Conrall, and a volunteer worker for the Black River and
Western Rallroad, | see a loT of prototype, from which 1 fake ldeas for scaie.

When you vote this month, !ei's have a vote for petter communication!

LET'S ALL SUPPORT THE AR! VOTE FOR DAVE KINGS SECRETARY/TREASURER.
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UPCOMING RAIL EVENTS

Aprit 17, 1977 - CONRAIL READING DIVISION - Phifadelphia commuter area trip coveiing
Fox Chase, Warminster, Doylestown, and West Trenton Lines, utliizing former Reading
"green cars (MU's). Fare $7.50 adults, $4.00 children. Leave Reading Terminal
(124h and Market Sts., Phiia.) 10:45 AM, return BXKE 4:36 PM. Phliadeiphfa Chapter
NRHS, inc., Box 7302, Philade!phia PA 1910}.

April 24, 1977 - SEPTA RED ARROW DIVISION - 80 serles car operating over Media
and Sharon Hil! Lines. Leave 69th St. Terminal 1:00 PM, return 5:00 PM. Fare:
$7.50 adults, $4.95 chlidern. Contact Ernest Kovacs, 416 Second Ave., BeThiehem
PA i80i8.

April 30, 1977 - BMT Steels 2390~1-2 +rip over Eastern Div. of the BMT - Jamalra,
Canarslie and Myrtie Avenue [ines. Leave 57th St+.- 6th Ave. (IND) Station, 9:30 AM.
Fare: $!0.00 adults, $5.00 children. Electiric Rallroaders' Assn., PO Box 80,
Chui-ch Street Station, New Yoirk, NY 10008,

Aprrit 30th and May Isf¥, 1977 - CONRA(L - ALLEGHENY RAILROAD - operating betwesn Kent,
Ol and Greenvlife, PA, and return, using Two different routes. Ex-Reading T-1 4-8-4
#2102 wii! power traln. Leave Kent, OH, 9:15 AM, return 5:45 PM., Fare: $18.50.
Contact: Steam Tours, Depariment 14, Box G, Akron, OH 44305.

May 7+th and May 8%th, 1977 (tentative) - CHESSIE SYSTEM (B&O): operating between BalT-
Tmore, MD and Point of Rocks MD, usfng ex-Reading T-1 4-8-4 #2101. Price abd depar-
+ure times not determined. Coniact: Chessie System, | Charles St., Balfimore, MD 21201.

May |4th and May 2ist, 1977 (tentative) - CHESSIE SYSTEM (B&0) - operating beiwesn
Balfimore, MD and Harpers Ferry, M WV, using ex-Reading T-I 4-8-4 #2101. Price and
departure Times not determined. See address above.

~, Y g | #2 .
Tay |5tk and May 22hd’- 1977 ~ CONRAIL - ALLEGHENY RAILROAD =~ Doubrteheader—befween

Pittsburgh, Wilginsourg, and Altoona, PA via ex-FRR main!ine and horseshoe' cuirve, £y

using ex-Readin T-1 4-844 #2102 and ex~GCTW 2-8-2 #4070+ - Leave Pz tsburgh 5:00 AM,
Wilkinsburg, 9: &Mé‘r91urn to Wilkinsburg 7:45PM, PTttsburgh 8: PM. Fare: $29.73.
Con*aéT“Sieam Tours, address abovs. ST Wk

May 15th, 1977 (fentative) - CHESS|E SYSTEM (B&0) - operating between Baltimore MD
and Philadeiphia, PA, using ex-Reading T-1 4-8-4 #2101. Price and deparfure fimes
not yet determined. Contact Chessie System, address above.

May 28th, 1977 (tentative) ~ CHESSIE SYSTEM ({BRO) -'Trip ¢rom Baltimore, MD to Cum-
berfand, MD, using ex-Reading T-! 4-8-4 #2i01. Price and departure times not yet
determined. Contact Chessie System, address above.

May 29th, 1977 (tentative) - CHESSIE SYSNE®W (B&0) - Trip firom Cumberiand MD to
PitTshurgh, PA, using ox-Readlng T-i 4-8-~4 #210!. Price and departure times not
yet determingd. Contact Chessle Sgsiem at above address.

ﬁ***%***%***%**%**%*ﬁ*&%%*ﬁ*%**%%%*ﬂ**%**ﬁ*%*%*%****%*%%***%****ﬁﬁ*%*&**%**%**&%ﬁ**
A WORD FROM DEUCE (CON'T FROM PG. 13}

bumped-off Virginlan's Rectifiers and al1 but estinguished New Haven's need for
overhead. Class | railroad slectrification stipped Yo less Than a mere 2000 route~
miles and set a sort of melancholy scene which was broken only by Pennsy's E-44"s
and the repid-transit comeback of 1965. Sorry enough Yo say, in this worid of
enviornmental worries, electrificationists find the outlook dimmer now than in
1940. Today, diesels rule.

NEXT I1SSUE: Dick D!iworth and the cutbreak ofﬁIﬂE_GEEP! ~-Deuce
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ALLEGHENY REGiON ADMINISTRATiON = : | {
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PRESIDENT: GREG LaROCCA; 167 Davis Av.; Plttsburgh, PA 15202

SECRETARY/TREASURER: BETSY SUMMERS; 209 Tadmar Av.; Piftsbuirgh, PA 15237
EDITOR{Q?BL!SHER: PAUL J. MANTON; Hatflield Village Apts. #AE2-4; Hatfleld, PA 19440 !
MEMBERSHMIP RELATIONS: SCOTT DRAKE; 732 Argyle Rd.; North Hills, PA 19038

OTHER ASSISTANCE W!TH THIS ISSUE: Mark Morgan, Dave Kings, Duece Manton, {
M. Robert Drake, Big John Gibbons '

THE 'ALLEGHENY DISPATCHER is the bi-monthly publication of the ALLEGHENY REGION. Al!l mat-
erlal for publTcation should be sent directiy to the Editor. All material subm!tted for
pubiication becomes the exclusive property of the ALLEGHENY REGION. DISPATCHER ads are
free of chai'ge for a 6-iine, 1/2-page width. Consuit the Editor for speclal rates on
large ads.

TEMPORARY EDITOR FOR NEXT ISSUE wil! be Scott Drake. Send all material to-above
addvess by May i5th;—1977. This is ﬁéi:ﬁﬁck's new back cover.—+ should be ready
In time TOF the June=July Issue. i ‘
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