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FOURTH QUARTERLY SI'CRETARY/TREASURER?S NEPORT

==B.4, SUFVERS
AR BOOK KEEPER

Well, it's almost the end of another AR fiscal year and the end of another
verm. The following astonishing facts and figures are the occurences of the
fourth quarter to date, The next issue will have the full capltol statemsnt

for 1975 as 1t is still two weeks early (at this printing) to close out the
bodks,

ALIEGHENY REGION FOURTH QUARTER REPCRT
Decembsr 1975 - February 1976

Beginning balance $37.33 Supply Expense $ 8.00
Dues Tacome $10.50 Total Income $£10,50
Danated Income $ 00,00 Total Expenses $£22.70
Postage Expense $12,70 llew Balance $25.13
Printing Expense $ 2,00

NEW MEMBERS AD RENEWALS

Allegheny Region wishes to welcome its new members
listed below. Drop them a line and get 4o know them. Who knows, you may
meet ane of them at the convention, Also, the of "ice of the Treasursr wishes
to thank all those who have remewed their wmemberships tlis quarters: Dave Hay,
John Gibbans, and Tim Tonge.

Kenneth J. Brand
21 Pairview Bve.
Winchester, VA 22601
(703) 662-0665
scale-H0, age 1

William D, George
98l East 2nd St.
Brooklyn, NY 11230
(212) 253-3913
scale=0, age 20

James Southerland
5617 Edmondsaon Ave.
Baltimare, D 21229
(301) 747-8700
scale-HOn3, age 16
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THE FAMILY OP LINES
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Charles W. Klein, Jr.
25 Gmlrmo St.
Pittsburgh, P 15212
(k12) 321-1647
Seals-HO, age 12
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For more than a& year now, the Family of Lines
bas been the pushing force behind the Allegheny
Wg - Dispatcher, providing it with photo pages and
LDJ\RDLE ofiset covers to make it more enjoyable for

the membership involved, It has been our
pleasure tc serve the "Dispatcher® and we hops
to do even more in the future.

M.Bm
Chris Buckley

Director ef Marketing, ¥.0.L.
\\'\\_\\_\\\\\.\\\\\\\\ | M s AP S N T e (TR G WD A ) e 2 7 J7T
Reading Bompany / Paul J. Hanmton Sunburst Rwys./ Joseph Tarquini

Central Valley/ Chris J. Buckley Springfield Vallsy/ Daft Manton
Delaware & Raritan/ Frank Chadwick

=
ML RN AR LRGN,

IITTTIRTIAIIMIN I T/BARINT

Progress Through Perfermance ..., Interchange Systenm




{ESIUENT'S REPORT
--cutgoing AR Pres. P.J. Manton

Well folks it looks like this will be the last time that
T will be speaking to you from this post and this page in the
Dispatcher, However--FEAR NOT! Concurrently with my leaving the
post of AR president, I will be taldng over the job' of Editing
your Dispatchers from here on in. Frank Chadwick has had a
whole slew of things that came up, and which I felt may very well
hinder his efforts with the Dispatcher. So, since I'm leaving
the president's post, and I will be stuck "with nothing to do",

I have decided to become your new full-time Editor. How's that
grab ya? I would like to urge all of you to make a note of the
change and forward all AD material to me from now on.

Along with my new duties as Editor I will also be taking
on the responsibility of handling ALL photos submitted for pub-
lication in this rag. One thing that we are in demand of greatly
is photos, and any good black and whites that you may have just laying around or just laying
period, I would appreciate having them to share with everyone.

This issue will be featuring a lot of material from the newly-rised "Pittsburgh Division"
who will, by the way, be hosting our Convention out there on April 15 thru 18, You will also
find a convention questionaire in the rear of the issue which YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO FILL OTUT
AND MATL IN NO LATER THAN MARCH 31stiil We must have this information from all of you so
that we can arrange for things like yard tours, layout tours, railfanning, etc. Also we
need to have some kind of idea as to what'kind of hotel accomidations we will need for those
who are attending. C'mon, you have 13¢ on you and if you don't you're pretty cheaplll

We also have in this issue the platforms of the candidates who will be running for the
posts of AR President and Secretary/Ireasurer. Remember that these people are YOUR officers,
and we urge you to use your ballot and vote. We have 62 members in this region, and I far
one don't want to see a repeat of the display aof particapation that we had last year:

a disgraceful fourteen voters} If only fourteen people out of sixty-two care enough to
vote, then I feel pretty sorry for this region and those of you who don't vote are just
helping to slowly choke us to death.

On the national levek there is a bit of reorganizing going on right now amoungst the
TAMR officers. I have recently submitted a proposal to the TAMR president ard his crew

“urging for a motion to move New York City within the boundaries of the AR. With the
addition of New York City, AR would then essentially have the entire "Corridor" area,
except Boston, in its hands, and those TAMR members residing up in the Big Apple could
then become AR members and start recieving the Dispatcher and other "goodies", Not only
that, but these prople are a potential source of information in regards to holding rail meets

up there. As far as I know, the motion has been approved favoribly, but I have not as
yet recieved the official ward from Mark Solomon, TAMR President, The New England Regiom,
under Bill Bishop, will have to approve the change himself as well, since he would be
"]oosing" New York to us. Perhaps some feedback from the AR membership, your views and
opinions on the matter, would help us to clear things up for everyone's favors There is
also some regional restructuring going on right now, but this proposal is still up in the
air and for me to say anything about it now would be premature information, so hang tight
and we'll have this info coming your way as soon as we hear the word.

well, people, it's been real. I only hope that my time as your President was not all
in vain, and I'm looking forward to continuing to serve you as Dispatcher Editor. Now--
won't you all halp me out with same articles, photos, adS, ecececccccee

/

Ol

A
MISSING : AR SPRING CONVENTION CHAIRMAN. ANYONE WITH D!'E‘O TION ING TO THE CAPTURE OF
THIS PERSON PIEASE CONTACT AUTHORITIES IN PITTSBURGH, PREFERABLY BY ARRIL 16, 1976,
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THE RISE OF THE PITTSRURCH DITISION - -
#by E.A. Sunmers

- Dave liay has been telling overybody for ages that the Pittsburgh Div-
ision would arise someday. Well, it finally has, and we wish 4o announce the birt™

¢f the Pittsburgh Division of the Allegheny Regiom, boasting eight members who,

for the most part, are as loonie and insane es tlé west of you, ;

Our fisst official meet was held on January 17, rescheduled from Jamary
11 due to a snowstorm. Anyway, frozen to death and stemped by the crowds, Dave liay,
Dave DeFhillips, Chris Daehnick, Greg LaRoccs, and myself finally met up, and the firat
stop on the 1ist was to check cut the hugh "0" Seals railroad on display at Plttsburgh's
Buhl Planetarium, which is on display every year from lovember thru February, The lsyout
itself is 76' x 19, and about two feet aff the floor. It is located in s large room
and the croad files arcund it, similar to a club, Track plaming is falrly simple _
with no yards ar intricate switches, but with the scenery it is not really necessary.
Six trains, all powered by varicus stean engives, travel the course of the pike over
700 feet of track featuring two tumnels and two trestles. All track and equipment
used on the pike is the conventional three-rall, AC powered Lionel type.

Perhaps the greatest point of the display was the scenery: over 20,000
individuglly rlanted trees and schrubs, 150 buildings, 7 bridges, 1,000 figures
and 47 working animations. There is also a resl-water river and waterfall, with
four boats that actually cruise over the water,

This display is a year-round project workéd on by cowmtless peopls, in
particular a Mr. Charles Bowdish who is responsible for mach of the designing and
buildizmg of the scemery anmd structures. The photes in this issue show exanples of
their work.

Hext stép on cur trip was to the local Grants store, who were having &
closecut on all their Christmas train stock. Some of ue got good barpains but Dave
DePhillips got mad when they wouldn't kmock down the price of a dameged HO scale
2-4=2, (That's Grant's for ya=--Bd.)

One of the nuts amoungst us said that he had never ridden on a trolisy before
S0 out we went to freeze out butts off and get on one., Ons came sown and we all
riled on, hanging on for dear 1ife (The motorman was apparently trying to break a
new land-spsed record). Finally making it to South Hills Junction, we frove while
waiting for a bus to take us back to my car. Thrdughout the course of this trip we
were making plans for the Conventioa in April, plotting all the places we will be
visiting when sveryone comes out.

After dropping off Dave and Chris, the rest of us went to cop some grub
at the nearest--ugh--licBanald's, and after we f&d our faces we want in for a hobby
shop tour for a osaple hours. We finished things up at Greg's house, with a towr
of his rolling stock end & lesson in weathering techniques, and a hot meal eourtesy
of lrs. LaRocoa,

Thus the Pittsburgh Division was born., Hopsfully we will have a newslotter
together soon aml we are planming a trip to several yarde between here and Dutler
for March 7th. You bette r all watch out because you ave in ow hapds for
the convontionitj

DID Y@U EVER WANT TOs
cecb@st your driving skills on a Pittsburgh pothole?
ocobeat back the crowds at Pemn Central Station?
ececbe married on a tronm
cool@8t the PFittsburgh Division in persoam?
ceob® thrown out of PC's largest push-button yard?

If these and any othsr dangerous occupations are in your league you must attend the
Allegheny Region Spring Convention in Pittsburgh FA, April 15 thru 18. See the
questionaire in this issue for details. '




ALIEGHENY REGIONAL ELECTIONS
s

Listed below are the candidates who are running for the offices of
President and Secretary/Treasurer of the Allegheny Region, with their platforms.
We urge you to read each one carefully, then fill in the ballot in the back of
the issue with your choices. Mail the ballots to Paul J. Manton, Electien
Chairman, 29 Grove Ave., Flourtown, PA 19031, C'mon, your region is hanging

in the balance and we're all depending on you to vote.
LY |

FOR FRESIDENT
HEEBEEEREEE0E

CHRIS J. BUCKIEY (age 16)

For the past two years I have been printing the
Dispatcher regularly, and I hope to contimue to do so
as President by helping to bring you better quality
in the AD, Last month you've seen our first offset-
printed cover, and I hope to continue making the entire
Dispatcher worthwhile and easy to read. I'm also hoping
to, as President, continue to improve membership com-
mnication throughout the region by initiating more
meets, gatherings, and other activity that would be
of interest to the membership as a whole. Your vote
will help these things come to pass. Thanks,

FR IRESIDENT
JOREREOEEEEH

GREG LaROCCA (age 16)

I'm running for President since I want to get
involved further in our little (but growing) arganiza=
tion, and I have some good ideas that I would like
to try out. It has been stated that some new blood
is needed in the Executive Post, and I think I'm it.
If you vote for me I'm sure you'll agree. Some of
my ideas are to upgrade the Dispatcher into a top
notch "magazine" by sending it out every MONTH. I
would also like to initiate a new "Letters"™ and "Mem-
ber helper service column" which I feel would be
beneficial, I want to try and spur some participation
in this clubl

FOR SECRETARY/TREASURER

BETSY SUMMERS (19)

For the past two years I have served Allegheny
Region as its secretary/treasurer., During these
two years I feel I have done a good job keeping the
books in order, filing reports, and taking care aof
all new members and renewals, What I have to offer
in the coming year is more of this work along with
a few new ideas. I know you may think campaign prom-
ises are nothing but empty words but I am sincere

when I say I'll try. One thing I would like to see
(CONTINUED)




ATIBGHENY RUGIONAL STECTTIONS (COu'?) ®

POR SECRETARY#BETSY SUMIERS (Com't) =

in the next year is mare modelimg articles in the Dispatcher. Alomg with this
I'd like to see monthly issues. It can be suppor and I will
rersonally try to get more articlas from the members. Finmally, I will insiitul
a merbership drive within the TAMR and ocur am regicmm.

Please, show some concern for youwr region. Let's have more than Bt R
fourtesn voters this year. Also remember that this, if I am elected, wiil be
my last term because I'm soomn destined to becoms an "old head", Thanks for your
tims, and dea't forget to vote,

R (S O R L e R s i S T SR DT

THE BUIIDING OF A RATIRQAD (The Hard Way)-Part Two
==f,A., Summsrs

If you remember way back to part ans of this article, I told you of the
pike we built at my brother’s house and all of the really great things we dide-or
thought we did. The problem was that this rosd was doomed from the start. Every-
thing went fine until we stopped to step back and admire our work. Only them did
we find everything we did wroag.

First off, never mt a layout in a corner by a window and only 1) feet
of f the floor. It’s hard enough keeping track work cleam but by a window it is
a hopeless battle. Besides dirt, the constant flow of damp and warm/eold air
warps the wood, Also, being in a eamer, the layout was only accessable from two
sides making it impossible to reach anything without elimbing all over the bench-
work. Having the platform so close to the floor was really stupdd too, bLecause
little boys and dogs like to take of ¢ with the rolling stock, Other people like
to sit on it, and other housewives like to astack lawndry on it. From the modeler's
standpoint, the low-lavel gives a most unplsasent, toy-like appsarance to all that
hard work. [Eye-level or neqr that would be ideel, especially if you are modeling
in "N" secals.

Another big misteke we made was to use particle board, which is too hard
gor nailing and stapeling. Hand-laid rail would be impossible #m it. Also dea't
ever use Life=Like grass mags, as they just look unrealistic end flake constantly.

Not all our effarts proved fatal. Somewhere along the way we got luckey
and did a few things right. Atlas snap track is an easy way to lay track although
it limits your track plan unless you use flex track. It is quick and easily secured
and good contact between sections can be mintained even with rail-jolmers if you
are careful., Supporting scenery and the other levels with styrofoam was cheap and
very light weight, as we simply placed it betwsen the cross<bracing and the upper
platforms. If you don't have much cross<bracing or stacked platforms this method would
definitely be out.

4s a last thought be sure you keep your wiring system as simple as possible.
The simpler it is the easier it will be for you to trace and fix any problems you
will have. Also some sart of roadbed under your treck should be used both to deaden
the tinker-toy noise and to help Imep the track from shifting.

Now T should mention the sad demise of ocur beloved zlbatress, After only
four months of existence ocur poor pike was ripped to pileces in the very mrime of
life. My sister-in-law's family decided to visit us for a change. They needed the
extra bedroon space ane day, so when nobody was home my cragy sister-in-law tore
it all apart. Well, my brother has taken to building cars. Me? I torture my
fandly with a new plke in my own bedroom. 41l in all it was a good experience but
may it rest in peace., AMEN1L1IY

NOTICE: ANY MEMBER WHO WANTS A COFY OF THE CURRENT MEMBERSHIP DIRECTCRY CONTACT
THE SECRETARY AD IT WILL PE MAILED OUT TO YOU,
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by Scott Drake

Remenber &1l the good times when we would get together with & few other
£ roubers for a trip up to Black Rock Tunnel? And after catching a few freights
@ fG'sy a loud rumble was heard going thru the tumel headed for Reading.
When it emerged on the tunnel's Western end it was not an B0, or a late afternom
freight, but a very famous train, The reasms: the train comsisted of twe of the
remaining three EM) FP-TA units on the Reading's roster.

The train lsaves Reading Terminal (Philadelphia) every Manday thru Friday
at about L 320 P.M., and heads out on the Bethlshem Branch to Wayne Junctiomo
From here it transfers to the llorristown Branch, paralleling the Schuykill River
to Conshohocken, Narristoun, etec., when she then heads lestbound over the Hain Line
to Valley Forge, Phoenixville (Black Rock Tumel), Royersford, Pottstoum, and
Reading. The train can usually be seemn coming thru the Tunnel about 5315 P,M.,
and photographically apeaking this is about the best and most scenic place to catch
her.

The Read 88 is a most comfortable train at that, far besides the FR-7's
it also u es ing coaches with the high<back seats that were once used

on the defunct Crusader between Fhiladelphia and lNew York City. (The Crusader still
runs today, but under RDC power--Ed,) Heny psople consider it to be Tunny-looking
due to the Push<Pull design, ocne loco at each end of the train. Somctimes referred
%o as "double-ended", this feature eliminates ths problem of having to turn the
train around at the stub-ended Reading Terminal in Philadelphia,

Why is the first word of this article "remember®? Well, after the ConRail
taleover (whenever "Day 1" is) the Reading Exmress will be romoved fram daily
service and the disposition of the e FPg unknown, Some rumors say that
Chessis System widl purchase them and remmmber thes to 43714373, Other rumors
say that SEPTA was intekested in acquiring them for use as a special "Bicentennial
Train® between Philadelphis and Valley Farge during the coming year. If the
SEFTA proposal goea thru, the entire train will pe peinted ved, white, and blune
and run between Reading Terminal and Valley Forge State Park under SEPTA subsidies.
If the Chessie proposal occurs, most likely the units will be scrapped, for
Chessie is not knom to keep old power very lang.

The original arder Reading placed for the FP=7's back in 195k was for eight
units nusbered from #900 thru #907. They were purchesed specifically for use
an the Reading's luxury trains of the psst decades: The Crusader, The Wall Street,
the%, and The Reading Ex » Of the original eight mits, omly
#'8 900, 902, and 903 survive, impartant to note that they are STILL
in the same livery they wore in 754 when delivered new from BD! Foar those not
fawiliar, it is "the old Reading green” (dark pullman) with a light greem band
surrounding the unit, and gold pinstriping. To me ani a lot of Reading fans, this
is still the best. : -

Hanyrdltammmbtoohammthemoantdemimdcma;l to dis-
continue the service of the Express. lany commiters feel the same way, for what
would you rather ride in after a nerve-racking day: a long trip to Reading in a
snelly RIC, or a very clean Reading Co. coach?

Far those who wish to pay their last respects to the FP=7's and The Re
alh;ge_g, the following information may be of importance to you. The

hapter of the MRHS is sponcering s special "Farewell to thé Resding” fan-trip
ntilizing the FP-7's and the six air-conditioned coaches, to travel from Reading, PA

to Port Reading, NJ, and retwrn. The event will bs occuring om March 21, 1976 (Sunday)
The tréin on this trip will feature the FP'g running back~to-back, rather than in

the usual push-pull fashion, The scheduls for the trip is on the following page, and
the pricss are $ 17,00 adults and $12.00 children~-boarding at all poibts. Thése
who pay to ride am the train will recieve a special commemcrative Reading mug, honouring
the end of 143 years of "fast, friendly service® an the Resding. Now I realize that




o "FAREMELD TO THE READING™ (conrt) 0) q

mogt of you are not just gemma run right out and fark up 17 beans, so we, as faithful
and unde rstanding AR members, have arrgnged to chase the train rather then ride,
Since the train will be taking both freight and passenger routes on the Reading,

it should make far an interesting and unusual chase. If you would like to join

us, give me a call at (215) 8852691, or if you'd rather ride it, better call

(215) 7=5769 real quick, ‘cause no tickets will be sold after March 10, 1976,

Excursion Train Schedule-Eastern Time

For passengers from the Philadelphia area, the schedule of our excursion train will
provide fwamwtimfmﬁﬂhdolﬂﬂato?hmﬁdlhm larly-scheduled
Train 2003, Fhoenixville requires a Zane 6 ticket (bargain fare on Sundays,

Leave REAPING (Franklin Street Station)) 9330 A M.
Leave POTTSTOWH ey 9353

Pass thru BIACK ROCK TUNNEL (Eastbound) 10205
Leave PHOENIXVILLE - 1) 10:11
Arrive WEST TRENTON (Lunch stop willl be made here 1150 AM,
Leave WEST TRENTON on the Castbounid partion of trip) 1330 P.M.
Arrive WAYNE JUNCTION % 5329 P.M.
Arrive FHCENIXVILLE 62l
Pass thru BLACK RICK TUNNVEL (Westbound) 6325
Arrive FOTTSTOWN 63h2
Arrive READING (Franklin Street Station) 7306 P.M.

Come out with us and help to say "Good-Bye" to {the Reading Reilrced after 1,3 years
of service, This 1s the mly afficial farewell {to any ConRail road. Day 1 is
scheduled for April 1st, so that means the last s;chedulsd runm of the Express,
as we know it, will be Wednesday larch 31st, 19765, '

FROTOTY PICAL WISD 'OM

PORT=AUTHORITY TRANS-HUDSON'S extension to Plainfield, , W has been rejected by UMIA
because of high costs ($278 nillion) and the disbelie’: that the &ERSEY CENTRAL could
be revitalized by the extensiom,

SEFTA sweeper =129 (partially burned in Woodland Barsn fire) may be converted to

a tower car, SEFTA would also like %o use the Bemi] Lo FENN CENTRAL Newtown Square
branch as a trolley line from 69th Street via Garrel tt Rd, to the beanch, SEPTA's
"Quick-fix" project to rehabilitate the Frankford EJ L for the next decade is

in progress. Dusses furry the passengers betwsen 5t Sh St. and Bridge St. There is
also a new temporary E1 structure on the lower end ( of the line, which routes the
line mmto Ex95, When finighed, the El trqins will ) vun right down the middle of
the newly-canstructed I-95, similar to those in Chics \go and Boston, The equipment
Shartage continues on SEPTA, with over LO trolleys an d 60 busses required not available
for service, on some days in January, It appears the’ .t SEPFA will get 30 cars from
the Taronto Transit Commission by the summer season, : and it is expected that the
cars Will remain in their red and yellow Taranto live ry for the time taing. In the
mantine, to alleviate the shartage, Subway-Surface R 'ocute 3 will be shifted to
Orerate out of the Callowhill Depot rether than Woodl land, and Route 15 (Girard Ave.)
will operate as a bus from Luzurne Depot effective ka ach 7, 1976.

MIA of New York is seeking $76.3 milliom from UHTA % o install welded rail on 88
track miles of the LOWG ISLAID and 90 miles on the Harl lem and Hudsom Divisicns

of FENN CENTRAL, as wedl as sutomatic spped controls on . ®x NYC lines and reverse
Si@ﬂing and C'm on the M¢oo

The E#60 program has not moved as repldly as everyone ho /ped, but six units are
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still rumning with varying degrees of success, Usuvally 950 (the ane active boiler-
equipped unit) is assigmed to the Silver Meteor. The five HEP units (965-969) are
usually on trains 165-164 and 204,221 When a third train is operated, it seems to
be 206-217, Twe more units (971-972) have come down from Erie, however, and these
have gone into acceptance testing,

AMTRAK reduced the consists on many trains around Jamwary 12, to reflect current
losdings--mestly lang haul trains were involved. For example, the Champion end

the Silver Meteor each lost 2 sleeper and & coach or two.

The AWTRAK Temumbering of E-cunits consisted of 15 rebuilt E-units (origina

numbered in the 200 series and inclnding 302), which became i37-4L9 end 2nd 103 &nd
413. It may be that AMTRAK wanted to group them with the newer 1,00-series E-9°s.

The five HEP E-8'@ are now mumbeved 495-1199. By mid Decesmber all five had lef't the
Chicago area, and most were in New Haven-Boston service, There, they operate with
conventional steam-mquipped E=8's on trains, and not exclusively on AsCoach trains.
Now; E-units see gervice from Chicago only on the Milwaulkee trains, to Port Faren
and on the two conventional trains to St. Louis.

PATH contimnues to rebuild class PAL and PA2 subiay cars--hes only about 60 to go, and
they should be complete sbout June 1st at this rate. Many cars have recieved interior
plaques naming them after & commnity served directly or indirectly by PATH,

FENN CENTRAL has 29 Baldwin switchers lefi--all stored at Camden (10) and Wilmington
(19). Included are L road-switchers, 8300-8303, but no 660 hp machines remain.

Morg than a century ago the railrosds opemed the way for development of South Jersey's
famed semshore resarts. There were years of booming traffic, of course, with jammed
excursions frains pulling out of the Camden ferry terminals every few mimmtes cn hot
sumrer marnings. But gradually paved roads and sutomobiles came to the ares end by
the time the Pennsylvania Raillroed and Reading Campany merged their competing routes
in 1933 to form the PENNSYLVANIA-READING SEASHORE LINES, their passenger trains were
in troubls, Now, almost U3 years later, the last of those "seashore flyers® ars
about to die, On Jamary 30, FRSL asked the NMew Jersey Public Utilities Commission
for permission to doscontimme all of its remaining service betwsen Lindenweld

PATCO Terminal and Atlantic City/Oceen City/ape May, effective February 7. The FUC,
however, ardered the railroad to keep the trsins rumming pending a decision in the
case; which may come by the end of the month.,  Apublic hearing was scheduled for
February 10 in Atlantic City. PRSL's action followed the cutoff of state subsidy
payments far ths Commter Operating Agency on Jemuary 3l--—payments which had totaled
$860,000 in 1975, Monday, February 2 was the forst day since 1962 when FRSL had to
run its passenger tréins without cash assistance from the state, and it wes a bad day.
Though there had been » enow and ice starm thet morning, the solitery RDC 1sft Ocsan
City on time at 6322 A.M, It soon halted at nearby Crook Harn swing bridge which

was frozen in the open pogition. After considerahle delay the bridge was closed and
the car proceeded to Pelermo---where it promptly collided with a truck. A redio
mesgage bought the Cape May car down from Tuckahoe to plick up the stranded Ocesm City
Passengers; but, alas, the rescue wehicle was found to be ruming on cnly cw

engine and died before reaching Winslow Junstion. Finally, a diesel locomotive

was summoned to tow the a2iling RDC and its passengers +to Lindemwold, where arrivel
was at 11315 A.M,

DELAWARE AND HUDSON will lammce its 1976 excursion seascn with beck-to-back trips
from Willes Barre, PA to Omeanta, NY and return, It's expedted that a brace of rebuilt
Alco "PA=l'8" will head the April 2425 trips.

DELEWARE AID HIDSON'S two well-kmown Baldwin Sharks have retwmed to freight duty ocut
af Binghamtaon, NY; following several weeks of convalescence in Colonie shops-

As mentioned some time ago that the eversfaithful GG-1's have hauled in allsorts of
newer power that have fialed cn the roade-including END's experimentsl electric No.
1975. Now, ANTRAK's E-G0 #968 has been added to the list. On the bitter-cold mcrning
of Sunday, Jamuary 18, the big C:C unit was piloting train 165 (the ﬁ%}ﬁrm
New York to Washington when it halted at Ralway, NJ with an electric .
Passengers were twemsferred to a following train while GG-1 #919 (ex-FC 492l) was




FROTOTY PICAL WISDON (CQRi'T)

SUMMOINED TO THE RLUSCUE. Soon the 35-year old "G" had the upstart in tow, hauling
968 and its five Amflest cars all the way to Philsdelphia,
Veanwhile EMD's expsrimentael electric #1975 has been renaired and cn Janvary il
began hauling PC piggyback treins between Hardisburg and Veadows Yard, INJ.
AMTRAK E<60 #965 and five Anfleet cars made a trisl run from lew York to Harrisburg
and retwrn an Jerwary 5-6, repaleing standard equipment on Trains L3/42 on those
muﬁyabsenm of several manths, two FENN CENTRAL MP-Sh's have replaced the lmne
Jersey Arrow in Princeton "Dinky" service, effective Janvary 6. Ths Arrow’s lomger
wheelbase was apparently causing excessive flange wear on the curve at Princeton
Junction.
UTU NEWS reports that CHESSIE SYSTEM'S 300-man police farce made 1,688 arrests in
Tirst ten months of 1975. Reparted crimes included 805 thefts of goods from
freight cars, 23 thefts of copper wire, 579 stonings of trains, 51 shootings st
trains, 1192 track obstructions, 1,133 acts of vandalism, and 55 trespassings.
Early in Februsry ten more of PENN CEUTRAL'S ancient MP-Sh4 commuter cars appeared
at Tharndale Yard near Coatesville, enroute to Luria Brothers at Modens, P8 far
sarapping. They were "bride-and-groou® mrrisd pairs L66-901, LB0-922, L485-916,
491-910, and L93=905. All remaining E3 sets are now out of service,

CENTRAL VALIEY'S VERY FIRST FAN TRIP
AS reported by C.J. BUCKIEY

The Central Valley, for those of you who don't know or haven't heard
of i, is my H.0. scale model railroad. Dispite the fact that the layout
is far from complete; I decided to hold a fan trip. No peticular reason for
the event, just a dreary saturday and a2 six pack that ! wanted to get rid
of before I got any bull. While my friemds from around the block went to
the saturday evening Mass, [ being 2 sunday Lutheran stuck around to wait
out the 45 minutes, I was listening to the album "Numbers" by Cat Stevens
vhen the idea came te me. The first thing that had to be done was make up
a consist, that of course was a @ G 1z 2 ex Santa Fe Coachess ex Pennsy
domecar; and an ex Santa Fe closed end ebservation. One out of my twe
track main was running (the other is complete except for the bridge). h,
by the way, my layout is te be found in the Atlas King Size layout Book, and
is called the Birkshire by Atlas.

The guys came over, we bulled for awhile and then toasted the
train as she started on her way. She went on her journey smoothly as
possible, on the first leg. The Fans were given a tour of the tower and
the yards and were provided with food amnd beverage courtesy of the Central
Valley System, Power was changed to.an ex Southern -Mrssent:-ldwitsds . .
Pacific Steam Locomotive. All the participanta we given a crack at the eold
hoagie, IT just goes to show, even if you're not complete with your pike
you can still have a helluva timei! e ORI o
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