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FROM THE EDITOR'S CILRCULAR FILE , ,
Buob Sprague, AD Editor s

Well, this is a pretty sorry emcuse for a Grand 3rd Anniversary
1ssue, if you ask me. The next deadline, flexible as always, should
be in the vicinity of July 1.

WHAT®S ON THE COVER B
‘ Frank Chadwick

GGl

I have been condemned to a fate worse than a railroad strike during
a convention. The fate is attempting to describe the grand old lady
of the electrics, the GG1, in a shoxt spece. I have to do it shortg,
becauvse I probably could write a book if I went in to detail; as if
there weren’t encugh things written about the GG=-1,

In 1933 the Penmsylvanle planned two entizely different electriec
locomotives which were to be put to test of supremscy between them
and a host of formerliye-bullt locomotives, both electric and steam,
for the contwol of ths KY-DC passenger rums, The victor was o work
at the side of the P5A engines, undergoing ewterior change at the
time, and the fossil MU carz which will soon mark 60 yeaxrs of sezvice
on the Pennsy.

Completed in Sepiesber 34 were the mew Rel 46-8~4 and the GG=l
(4-6-020-6=4), Tuo vasrs of tests were conducted, starting im 1933
over a speclal section of test track around Claywmont, Delaware,
between the GG-1, Rel (notad for ite riding frame and four driving

‘axles) the D1, P5A, 8 NH &4~0-0¢0-8=4 type electric, and a mighty Kebo -
i

The Rei-in wy opinion-is an ugly copy of the sleek, beautiful, smocth
GG-1. But as we all know, the GC~1 won, started matewializing in
‘regular sexvice in April 733 began to knock ocut P5A%s from thelr
freight edployment, and then with the ald of the E-44 in the 60%s,
planted its footing in all types of Psnncy electric jobs, from pulling
the Broadway to schedule freight te supplving the scxap line.

&

Through 40 years of service, only 32 of the 139 GG-1's were scrapped.
1f Amtzak gets its way there’s a chance the beloved GG-1 will go sooner
than you might think, with the Northeast {orridor electrical power
change. The GGl is a single-freguancy loco: 11,000 wolts, 23 eyele,
single phese AC and can not economically be changed to the 25,000 v.
or 12,500 v., 60=¢cycle power, which unforumately may be the only type
of @qgipm@nﬁ sold in the 80%¢, In the voeal vibrations of J. Held,
“Qigh; o

Eebb

Although it does mot coordinate wlth the EL=-C pictured om the
cover, the E-44 geems to be the closest relative with sufficient
information for a write-up.

3900000 1b, maximum welght, €9% = 15 x 10 ft., 4,400 Hp, maximus
70 mwph, minimum curved zadius, 273 f&., 218, 11,000 v., 25 eycles AC-
surely not the dimensi@?ﬁ &nddgp&aﬁfi@ati@m of a N scale loco. The

cont '
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ANOTHER MISTAKEY

Congress passed the Regional Rall Reorganizstion Act of 1973 on
December 21, When our great, wvespected, honest, publiceminded pres-
igﬁmt (you know who) signed it on January 2, 1974, it went into
effeect,

Would it mean the beginning of a msmmoth and historic plan for
constructing @ new, solvent, healthy vailroad system that weuld
gerve the industrial sections of the Northeast and Midwest from
the eight feebie bankrupt wvallroads of today? Or would it be a
ma2ssive federal flop like zo many other political balouvns filled
witg only @& minority’s hot air? We will have to wait patiently to

The ACt

The Act states: “The public comvenience and necessity requires
adequate and efflcient rall sexvice in this reglon and throughout
the nation to meet the sexvice requirements of passeagers, the
needs of commerce, the nationsl defense, the enviornment, the US
Mall, shippers, states and their political subdivisions, and
consumers.” {Notlice thai consumers are the last mentiomed.)

The bulk of the legislation is said to provide the following:

1) The United States Railway Associstion (USRA), & new governs
ment corporation, will be established. It will take charge of
designing a new, Crimmed-down wail system, and will control funds
to get the new line started. The fund may amount to around 1% to
2 billion dollaxa. Lo

2) A completely new company, the Consolidated Rail Corporation
(CRC, Comkail) will centrol and operate the system. ConRail will
be a semli-public company and will attempt to run at a profit.

3) -Tﬁ@ empolyees affected by the Qmﬁg@m will be protedted
by & section imsuring $230 wiilion inm reparation funds,

' The URSA

The Unlted States Railway Assoclation is the new comporation
that will act as the rebullder of bankrupt roadz, It will be a
non-profit government corporation {(did you ever heai of one that
was?) with headgquarters in Washington, DC. It will be headed by
an il member Board of Directors, with several government as well
as representatives from labor unions and industry.

To help the bamkrupt lines to operate urtil the plan goes inteo
effect the USRA will be able to meke grants totaling up to §$83
eillion. The Sec, of Transportation with the approval of the USRA
will be aliowed to grant loang totatliing up to $450 williom to
the bamkrupt railrocads for wmainit®ining and updating the track
and sgulipwent thet will be iacludad inm the "Fimal System Plan®,
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A COMPLAINT

Everyone except me has gotien the recent HOTBOX, it seems. And when
L look at the eircumstances and the pleas of the wost recent AR Dlspatcher
I gt hot enough te pop my cork, I'm writing this letter to youw
AD@@@i&@w some three weeks after wy TAMR buddiss have gotten thelir
Hg 8o ' .

I got a call fxom Ray Hakim asking me if I 80t my Hotbox., I replied
"NO", and he proceeded to zell me about the upcoming convention in
Cherrxy Hill, About a week later, with no Hotbox, I talked on the
phone to John Held, who had besn advisead by Ray bsfore that I had no
Hotbox. John said he had imstruered Bengt lMuten ¢o zend me another
Copy. Scmewhere along the way after zhis I was told secondehand that
Bengt had sent a total of two Hotboxes to 27y adress.

John suggested that the Postal (dis)service had lost BOTH of my Hote
boxes! To this I say, John=youire & bad liaz, or Bengteoyou're & bad
liax, Amyway, I've yet to get a HB omn May 27, 1974, 2nd 1°11l be damned
if 1911 go to this comvention unless T get a Hotbox! Bob Sprague
talks about "Enthusissm® in the region, but they (not you, of course,
Bod) can’t even send me a lougy three~shest mimeographed Hotboxl

Something to consider is that 10 paxcels of mail g% into this house’s
mallboz per day, six days 2 weak., That is 60 parcels a week, 3,120 per
year, and im the 9 years I'we lived here it mounts Lo 28,080 pieces
of meil, and Johm and Bengt are telling me that TWO pieces from the
SAME addrese to the SAME address are goin ¢to be lost? Try agein, guys,
and where 18 wmy Hotbox? ‘

. ‘ = AL Tillotson

(Though it must be conceded that Few things work as well as the
Postal Service--no catcalls, boys, think what it's up againste<the
record of the TAMR is such that the loss of 2 mere two Hotboxes is
& cause for comgratulations. AL this state in our history, enthusiasm
is not omnly & ecapacity for zolevenmce of iousy conditions, but an
ambition te do something to drag ws out of the serapyard back onto

the railse«Ed,)

- NEWZ

g _Nobody Came?

¥e need ail the help we cen get with prepaveticns fer a comvention
in Fhiladelphia this svamer, 1% you have aay help to offer, cemtact
Ralph DeBlasi, Paul Mamton, or other Fanllly divislion wmembers. ‘

Lone Zagle’s Z.ist

Bo Owens 146 Dowver Street Providance, R.I. 02938
Jerome Allen 185 FPorvest St. Monteclalir, N.J. 070462
Jim Murzray 226 Blw Ave. Mantua, NoJ. 08051
Cuxt Helgext 118 Edgewood Drive Sarver Pa. 16035
Mark Whiteley 004 W. 26th St. Erie, PA 16508
David G. Bvans 226 Wystie Lane Media, PA 12063
Cerway Bugnett 136 5. S53zd St Fhila., PA 191398
Steve Hahn 911 Westhrook Terr. New Carroltan, MD 20784
Bgic Smith 75 Mmnow Br. Apt. 102 Hagerstown, UD 21740

Maryin R@@g@?f@ ) J¥o 1005 ¢ s ST g‘ﬂf&;‘»gh’uﬁ”j’g MoCo ) 28 E.ﬁ’ié.‘

‘; 1)
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More Newz 111}

The Delaware and Hudson Railrecad is seriously thinking ef :estoring
its passenger service to Montrol., If this takes place, the UXE would
use their famous Alco PA's te power The trains. As soom az the aanouncem:
wag made, Ambtrak wolced it's objection. Appavently, Ambrak fee. s Chab
they have exelusive rights on all leng haul passenger service .a the
Northeast. The D & H route would be Jjust as fasb sz the Auirk . oube, if
not fasher as the track is im much Betber shaps. The traizs wo 1d be
run oub of Albany, with eonnecting btrains rua by the Pemn Cent al to
and from New York City.

AMilwaukee Road cabeose has been runieg on “he Drédelackaw mae for
the last momth or s8. 1t has no Milwankes Road warkipgs bub is the
color scheme of the Milw. Ré. The Milwaukee Read engines whick had been
being zun en the E.L. have been neturmed.

’ After a spectacular wreck and five om the Pemzn Jembral’ & ¥Wish Shore
Line, trains were agalwm rupming this week, { June9 ) The £ .re itself
vurned for thres days. luckily no sne was hurd.

UPDATE The Erie laskewamama EO's are still being run 8% the time of t
writing. [t seems that ne ene khiows when they will be bakiz of 7o A call
to the cheif dispabchewr prdduced ne new word. Alse, the nevw sc1edusls
that were suposed to be vreleaszsd at the end of lay have nos ccie oub
yet. Word has it that they are a% the printers and should bd cat sosmo

Amtrak is now rumaing the Melroliner to New Hawin, Comn.. flore
Metro's to that eity ave beimg planned,sleng wilth a possible tralm %0

. Cape Cod, lMass. At ome %ime, the train to the Cape was filled 5o capaciy;
" every trip. Even whem it was discontinued 1% was sold oub., If imbrak
 agaim runs that train it weuld be a weskend train,

Aigood railfanﬂiﬂg gpot in N;Jo is Pord Merris. L% is hest in the 1a

.afternoon as the twe CNJ/ EL poeel trains. Infact they almess yass each

other. Port Morris is lecated onm the Boorbon Line of theE.L, ¢a2d can

be reached by takimg Route BO to the Lake Hopakcen sxit. Falley the
aigns to the lake amd you will pass directly over tie travis. he track
are about 5 mileg im from Route 30 o

The Boston and Maime Railrosd is selling a mumber of i:°s Sudd cars
to the MBTA of Bosbtom. These cars can be distimguished fron €1 2 rallroac
owned cars by a larze T om the sides.

The N.Y¥.S. & W. is now down te four exngines. They ave GP-I3's pumbel
1800,1802, and 1804. Also surving is am Alee® RS»> the number it 240,

The Morris Counbty Central steam torist railroad is having it's

‘¢roubles at iv's new location in Newfoundland, N.Jd. It sesms the local

residents are complaining about the nolse, secot, and traffic the line
would create. »

The town of Waldwick, N.J. is ordering the E.L., to rebuilc its
bridge through that town which is over the famous Waldwick cuive.

Railfans Take Notel!!l Eodsk has come oub with new films and process-
ing ehemicals which are far superioer %o the old films, They aie in new
carbons showing the ASA # in beld numbers,




From the publishers d@sk

Well, the supmer is almost upon us. What de you plan to de in this
season in the sun? For me it will mean my yearly trip ts lMass. ard
New England Railroads, New England has gone very interssbimg railrosding
‘with shorulines such ag the Providence and Woreester, and Vermont Railways.
Ttv alse hag the old faverste steam town with it's meny steam englnes.
And we can't forget the bigger woads like B &ﬁgﬁ THE D.&FH., C, Hag BAR, and
the Maine Central. To be. sure, ml@ﬂ%y of agbion!

For tiose of you who won'%t be lucky snough to get out im the wild fed
a while, - ake lots of pictures of the vrcads which wmight go imte Comrail,
ag who kn wg what will happen whon tha? tﬁgeﬁ place., Ang get these P.C.

and Ambra g 331 %s, as they will be golsg sosn. Ur tske a shorbd trip to
the Co&0. >~@0? or W.lM, belore they are all Chessle,
9 I hav & Zeeling thet we all better Gake all the pisbures we can as .

Easbern R ilﬁoaﬁin@ ag we know it is chibging fasb.Iz we do tioh. @@% the

pletures :.ow chen we gan, we U113 be sg%pygxiﬁq my. messag@ to ymu is take ?

all the p.ctares you can when you Cau.

S0, 1 wiil end with a wzgh for you all z@ ﬂave a great sammef:aﬂd
get those picﬁurﬁsi : : k B

My summer sdress {rom June”

Tim Tonge R L
1213 Tocker Road e , :
E@? @ ﬁ Eud@&bhq ua»&a 02747 el 61 ?m 9)@7785_

i

; -v:‘?-fi RIS R

&)

Tim Tonge
42 Outleol. Ave,
nawthorne , Hew
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