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The HOTBOX is issued eleven times a year, June
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ectory of Membership in May,

Annual dues for the TAMR, which includes a sub-

scription to the HOTBOX, are as follows:

REGULAR (persons under 21) $10.00

ASSOCIATE (persons 21 & up) $12.00

OVERSEAS (persggg Biving outside N.America) --
: .00

SUSTAINING (REGULAR & ASSOCIATE) $15.00

Please address all renewals, emmbership applica-
tions, address changes and complaints of non-
reciept of TAMR publications to the TAMR
Secretary.

TAMR SECRETARY:

Dee Gilbert

Box 1098

La Grange Park, IL
60525-9198

A11 other TAMR HOTBOX business, except where
specifically noted, is handled by the Editor.
Please address all comments to the Editar. .

PUBLICATIONS Ralph A, Heiss
EDITOR : 47 Meggins Road
: ' Rockaway,NJ 07866

The TAMR HOTBOX s the official publication of the
TAMR. The TAMR HOTBGX welcomes articles, photographs
(B & W ONLY), artwork pertaining to model and/or pro-
totype railroad subjects done in BLACK ink. All items
for publication must be recieved 30 DAYS before the
first day of the month of publication. All materials
submitted become property of the TAMR UNLESS proper
postage & packageing are included to insure their safe
return. The TAMR HOTBOX assumes that all {tems are
submitted for the mutual benefit and enjoyment of the
hobby by our members and thus no payment will be made
upon publication. Materials submitted are subject to
editing at the discretion of the Editor. WNo part of . .
this pudblication may be reproduced, by any means, with-
out written consent from the TAMR Publications Editor;
unless members feel that {its necessary for the pro-
ation of the TAMR and/or personal use.

The TAMR HOTBOX s pudlished under the freedoms gnntd
by the United States Constitution First Amendment.
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Please Welcome These New Members

Jon Webster ( 15 ) somersworth, NH
Nate Richardson ( 15 ) Staten Is.,NY
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Rob Shippy ( 15 ) Savannah, GA
Craig Drake ( 14 ) Royal Oak, MI
Bert W, Buri-( 17 ) Plainfield, IL
Brian Koopson ( 13 ) Hamilton, WA

Evan Vekris ( 14 ) Mississauga Onte.
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The leasd nd
By Ralph Heiss,

Lditor

The amount of member input these
rast months has been outstanding, and
~ went to thenk everyone who hes con-
tributzd., 1987 should be a great ycar
for the Hotbox. Extra funds and much
lower production retes will permit us
to creztc and publish a larger Hotbox,
on a par ¢lose to the 21 st aniversary
issue, and the possibility of more
photographs. Steve Schwenk, our
Treasurer, has suggestcd a 16 or 24
pzge Hotbox, but to do so, 1'd have to
get an article s day, every day, which
is impossible. .

Anyway, the TAMR is in great shape.
Loter this year, TAMR promotional |
pens vill be availéble. Also, this
issuc marks the return oif the photo
cover to the Eotbox. Hopefully, it will
be & regular standby.

Onc¢ lest note - th: TALR nertional
officcrs ¢lecctions are comming up this
Spring, and if you ceare how this
organization is run, do yourself a
fzvor and vote. Remember, we'rc here to
help you.

\:ell, so much for another issue, and

sorry for the dclay - we're almost back
on schedulel

=== Note ===
This will be the last 3 month
issue of the Hotbox. The next
Lpril - Mey issue will be the
last doublc issuc, and from
there on wc'll be back on track

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER

Dear Membder,

1 em very excited about the TAMR right

now. We are trying to provide new services
for all members, and we are doing things

to get new members interested. We will be
giving & TAMR pen to all new and renewal
mexbers each time you join the TAMR., We
also hope to try to increase the size of
the HOTBOX. Thie means that everyone needs
to sit down and write some articles for
the HOTBEOX. If you are bad with grammar
or spelling, don't worry, that is the
Editor'e job to correct. We also have

a layout planning contest and an article
ocontest in which we will be offering some
nice prizes. You will also notice that

we are now using a computer-generated
mailing label on the HOTBOX. This will
save us a lot of time in getting the
lables made up each time. We estimated

. that the Secretary was typing over 1600

of these lables each year, which is totally
unnecessary. Jou may also notice a six-
digit code number on the label. This numbe
will also be present on your next member-
ship card. This number is a personal code
number that has been assigned to you. We
will ‘be using this number for some new
services in the future. As soon as the
elections are over, each member will be
receiving a copy of the latest version of

our Constitution and By-laws. Also
for the 1987 Directory. wboh

8incerely, Steve Schwenk, TAMR Treasurer

CPRail C
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The Lionel Cftory - Sccond In A Eeries

( Lest issue v¢c took &n introductory
look &t lLdonel trains, end this
month w.'r. going to teke = layout
tour of the Piccitinny Model Reilroad
Clubs U scale Lioncl layout. 1'11 be
continuing this series with morc lay-
out tours &nd close ups on the trains
themselves,)

The one thing most model resilroad
clubs dream for is a rent frce, se-
cure, heated and electrically sup-
plied building. The Piccitinny Model
Railrosd Club has just that. Locatcd
on zn Army base outside of New York
City, the two layout club, with a-
bout 10 regular members, has just a-
bout everything provided for them,
except the building materials, and of
course, the trains. The building has
both O and HO layouts, but we're go-
ing to focus oﬂ the Lionel layout.
The lzyout features a double track
mein, & sméll ebove ground yard, =z
hidden yard, and a large engine ser-
vicing area on a lower level (sece
drawing on next page). The main
“"chief of operations" is may Dad.
Since we Jjoined two yecars ago, nmy
Dad has really transformed the lay-
out from a basic two track circle to
a very interesting layout.

Benchwork- The benchwork is a com-

bination of open grid with plywood

on tops just enough to hold it to-

gether. 1It's strong enough to jump
on though!

Trackwork- My Dad hsess used Gar-Graves
Phantom rail track with wood ties
throughout, 2nd custom Right-of Wey
switches., These switches deserv: some
credit., These hand mede switches,
made by Right-of Way of fkron, Ohio,
are custom type switches, such as 3-way
turnouts, double crossovers, curved
turnouts and now a four wesy turnout,
whidh are not available to regular
Lionel users, ZProblem is, they cost

s good couple of bucks., The average
price is about $30 to $40.

Wiring- My Dad has used surplus tele-
phone wire and other fixtures, which
has savea lots of money since he works
for AT&T Information Systems and cen
get old or outdated, but good wire,
Nothing is wired as such yet, as track
is still being layed. '

Operation- The layout will evenfually
us< three large Lionel transformers,
one for the engine terminal, one for
the main line (two trains) and one for
the yard (inbound or outbound locos
and a yard switcher). No time table
or any sort of operation is planned-

my Dad Jjust likes to run them and switc
them

Well, I hope I've given you a good idea
of the layout, and maybe I'11l be able

to publish some photos soone. If you'rs
ever in the ar-a, stop by and we'll tdy
to get something to rund{ And if we da,
take your pick of & train-the Powhattan
Arrow, the Phoebe Snow, the CP Daylight
The Pcnnsy Limited, etce. Next month we!
be looking ot the Fairbanks-Morse Treir

. master Locomotives,






Choosing The Right Film For
Railfanning, And Getting It

Processed Correctly '

By Dave Holden
Part 2 of a 4 part series on photo-
graphy by David Holden
After you pick your ASA film type,
choose between color film and black
Color and B&i films
heve their advanteges over one an=
other.

and white.

First lc¢ts discuss colore.
'Color films are madc for deylight
or tungsten light. 4 flash can be
used to substitute for dazylight 1if
you are indoors with daylight film,
Tungsten films are made to be used
with photoflood lamps for indoor
pictures. Daylight films shot in-
doors without a flash or natural
sunlight, will turn out orange in
hue if you don't use a corrective
filter or a flash.

shot outsid< will turn gre:n in huc

Tungsten film

without a2 correcctive filtcr.

If you railfan, chances are that
you will use daylight slide film to
projcct the slidcs and show your
friends. A couple of the major day-
light films around for slides are
Fuji and Kodsk. Kodak makes Koda=
chrome and Iktachrome slide films,
Both
film brands have superior color.:
The Kodeschrome tends to be & bit

wormer with reds and oranges stand-

while Fuji makes Fujichrome.

ing out. The Fujichrome shows off
Which is better

You decide.,

blues end greens.
though?
like the Fuji bettcr becausc they

Somce people

think it's more true to life.

e

periods of time for this rcason,

Some peoplc like the Kodachrome for
the same reesons, Both have their
Kodachrome dycs lest
Sometimes up to 80+ years.
The Fujichrome¢ tends to fade much
sat.r with time,

advantages.,
longer.

WWhat happened to
the *ktachromc story? Viell, Zktachrome
tends to be more blue, very blue some-
times, It too, fades faster, like the
The disadventages of Kodachrome
is that you can't process it yourself
if you have & derkroom, it has to be
secnt to Kodsk.

Fuji.

The Fujichrome and
Iktachrome can be donec at home or by a
12b, Fuji films are usually cheaper
than Kodak. Most people think that
‘color films arc truz to life, becsause
they ere "color"., However, color films
like enything with dyes in them, will
change with time. They usually fade
becsuse of light. Don't keep your
projected with a hot bulb for long

B&W:
film doesn't fade and remsins relative-
ly unchanged with time., The disadvan-
tege with B&W film is thet you cen't
get slides with most B&'/ films. The
only B&i film you can get slides from
is Penatomic-X from Kodak. Shoot the
film 2t ASA 32 Or 64 and teke it to a
lab or camera shop and tell them you
went slides from it. If you don't tell
them you want slides from it, they will
process it for negatives and prints,
This process is expensive though,.ask
your deglcr for details, DB&Y films
verc around longer than color and more
is knovm about it., Besides B&W's per-
msznence, you can meke prints with the
ncgetivese It is most handy for pub-
lication, since most megazints, if the;
print photos, use B&¥W, B& is usually
cheapcr than color film; cspecielly if



Berwiss t roview eslumn writton Wy our msabers on Gsde
.-:.-.n?.mm... that asy bo of istervet %@ .

ore theee of the Feviewsr and are B0t Sweessarily thees of the 2asm
WOTI0X. Pleass oubait peviews to the TwOI B4iter.

.astman Kodak Company
ochester, NY 14650

’roduct: Kodzchrome 200 Daylight Pro-
fessionzl Color Reverszl Film
bout &9.00 = 36 exposure roll

Kodek hes just released their new
slide¢ film, Kodachrome 200, This is =
grest brezkthrough in color slide film
for thr ranilfan., It's faster specd
(s00454) cnebles you to take beautiful
shots of your favorite railroad in low-
er light or with a telephoto lens at a
higher shutter speed. Kodachrome 200
comes in handy on thise cloudy days

when you want to go railfanning.

Kodachrome 200, like Kodachrome 64 & 25
hes the semc brillient colors znd fime
grzin that you associate with Kodachraom
film. This film also has the added ad-
vantage in that it is a "professional
film", Kodachrome 200, likc¢ other pro-
fessional films is aged.gt the.manu- -
facturers end kept cold in order to
give you 2 better emulsion, Kodschrome
64 & 25 are also availesble in the pro-
fessional series.,

Like all of the Kodachrome films, it is
processed K-14, Kodzk ucuclly can do

a better job, even thongh some labs,
>ther than Kodak, nov develope Koda-
chrome,

Submitted by David Holden

It Ain't Prototypc Depertment-
The GP 42

1t you eck most anyone what the most
popular SD type loco around, they'll
say the SD 40-2. The introduction of
Athern's and GSB's scale width bodied
HO sczle models are a grezt source of
kitbash mezterial. Most TAMR members
that know me, know that I don't think
much of SD LO-2, and HE steff artist,
Dave Velentinc, knows I'd love to do
dastardly things to one if I could get
my hands on one. Anyway, I had the

( continued on page 12 )

. CHICAGO-CALIFORNIA .
" CHICAGO-TEXAS &
" Santa Fe provides
around the clock
high-speed freight services

oy



SCRATCHIN' AN ENGINEHOUSE

) BY SCOTT GILL

PHOTOGRAPHY BY THE AUTHOR
( Part Cne Ci Thrce )

This Article describes building an enginehouse, but the basic techniques
can be used to model any structure. Plaster best represents stone or cement,
but may also used to model wood. It is easily carved, sanded and molded which
makes it an ideal modeling medium. This coupled with it's price makes it
ideal for us low budget guys. Plaster is easily obtained at a hobby shop or
distributor. The one I use is listed at the end of the article. For models you
will want to use molding plaster or Hydrocal, which is a very.dense and strong
plaster.

So if you want to try a new modeling medium or learn some new techniques,
follow along as we build the Montrose enginehouse on the Rio Animas & Western R.R.

THE MODEL

Before I started the actual construction of the model, I researched it.

Using past issues of MR, Narrow Gauge Gazette and other sources, I developed
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71 you heppin to shoot color slidc
film, k=cp this in minc: don't
over.xoose glidc film, bcceusc the
colors will look very fzdede Color
slide 1ilm is m=cdc to be cxposca
within plus or minus, 1/3 of 2
stop. ith B&i, es well as color
ncgative films, it is better to
overexposc the film than to under-
exposs. it. 1If you undecrexpose a
n-gative, you have not given the
film enough light to capture sll of
thc imsage, so your pictures will
look "washed out" in appecarancce
With an overcxposed negative, you
can usually get e print that you
can work with. However, you
shouldn't overexpose by more than
2 stops unless you know that the
film you're using has a higher ex-
posure latitudec.

fessional films.

A note about pro-
Like anything
else, you should always try and buy
thc best you can possibly afford.
Professionel films usually cost a
1ittl: bit more than amateur films
and are kept cold at 211 times,
Lven if you use amatcur film, be
sure to keep it cold (like in the
refrigerator- NOT th: freezer) be-
fore you use it, especially if you
don't plan to use it right away.
Keep it cold afterwards too, if you
arc not going to have it developed
right away. Lct film thaw 1 (onc)
hour beforc you cxposc ite

Having your film processed at thc
right placc is the other half of
photography. You can process it

yourself, takc it to o camera shop

or a lab. Good photographs depcnd

Vil UuUucll Ly PiIULLCOOSLliEe 1Al Lo WWilY YOL‘

,fhould never take yvour prints to the

local drug storc or grocery store,

Thesc places mey give you inexpensive
services but their services
sccond rate,

src elso

Toke your exposcd film
camera shop that doss business
with a2 1lab, toke it to 2 lab yourself

to e

or mail it to a rccommended lzboretory.

The smsll difference in price will
‘amaze you in the better quslity from
a reputeblc photo leboratory. IMeking
the photogrzph is only helf of whet

~-

being = good photographer is 211 about.

Next month wo'll teke 2 quick look et

simple weys to improve photo teking.

TAMR
PENS Y

The TAMR is offering a new gift for

all members! Each time that you renew
your HOTBOX subscription or become a

new mendber, you will receive one of
these beautiful, custom-made pens free
with a message about the TAMR on 4it. Bend
your application to the TAMR Secretary,
and you will receive your pen and member-
ship card. These pens are only availabdle
through renewing or starting a Hotbox

subscription and are not available for
indivudal sale.

Brought to you by

Dee Gilbert, Secretary and
8teve 8Schwenk, Treasurer



Bef¥Wlisa t review eolumn -umwc-m-“x railreading
and rellfanning itess un- o( istereet to
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The Lehigh and Hludson River Ry, Vol
1, The West "nd, Written by !.d Crist
with John Krausc. Carstcns Publi-

cations., $8.0C

This book is another in Carstens
Publications long running series

of photo books on Northeast rail-
roadss The book begins with a two
page history of the LH&R, and the
book continues on with many pictures

that have very informative one para-
graph captions., The photographs
give equal time to both steam and
diesel, and also shows parts of the
railway that do not exist any more.
On the back of the book, a map of
the railroad appears, along with the
many connecting lines of the area.
This volume,'which showcases the
line¢ from eastern Pennsylvania to
northern New Jersey, came out around
Jenuary, but so far therc has been
no word on volume 2, This book is a
must for Northeast railfans,

The Route of the Erie Limited
Wiritten by Rod Dirkes and John Krause

Carstens Publications, $8.00

This book is in the same formst es the
L&HR book, except you don't have to
live in New Jersey to enjoy ite. The
brie Limited (and the Erie Lzckawanna
Limited after 1960), ran from Chicago

-through Indianna, Ohio, Pennsylvania,

New York and New Jersey. To help
people who aren't familisr with the
entire run of the trasin, the authors
provide the milesge (mile post mark-
ings) to go a2long with the pictures,
and the nearst stztion name. The
photos #1so run from 2 Chicego dir-
ection to an eastern Jersey City dir-
ection. And again, the photographs
show the trein in diesel and steam
eras, and show places long since
changed by time, This book is nice
to have if you are familiar or live
near the old Zrie tracks.,.

Union Station, 516 West Jack:

THE MILWAUKEE ROAD

d Chicago, il. 60606, (312)648-3000, Telex: 25-3352

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC
RAILROAD COMPANY

- 8 =



sketches, then a plan of the structure. The model is a medley of several
different designs but it captures the look of a turn-of-the-century enginehouse
which is what I wanted. I strongly reccomend researchinng your models.
Prototype photos provide inspiration and jdeas that you would not normally
think of.

With the research done and plans made, I started construction.

CASTING PLASTER‘WALLS

To cast plaster you need something_io'fbrm jt. I made a simple 1' x 2 9/16''

form from cardstock and braced with 1x2 pine. The.bracing does not have to be 1x2.

As long as it will keep the plaster's weight from bending the form it will work.

See figure 1.

FIGURE 1.

Fowm 35 %' Ossb 1
¢l

/o
r A‘ e
' ) . )\
\ —_— '

/aﬁ’.b o<
>

Once the form was completed, I proceeded to cast the plaster. For those
of you who have never worked with plaster take it easy- it is quite simple.

I used the "seasoned water" method as described by John Olson in his Jerome &

Southwestern series in MR. I will repeat the steps here for those who missed

the series. By the way. That series has been more helpful to me than any other
single "how-to-do-it book". If you are new in Model Railroading this book is

your best bet for learning the basics of the hobby. 0.K.- back to the plaster.

- 11 - '



Into around a quart of water, pour a couple of ounces of plaster. Let this

brew for 15 minutes or sb, stirring once in awhile to keep the plaster off the

bottom. When this is completed set the form on waxed paper or aluminun foil.

Add plaster a little at a time to the seasoned water, stirring it till it

reaches the consistency of pancake batter. For those of you who have not made

pancakes recently, it should be thin enough to pour but thick enough not to

run too much. Pour the plaster into the form to a depth of %'' -%''. Shake

the form lightly to release air bubbles, then use a hair dryer to pop the bubbles

on the surface of the plaster. When the plaster is set (wait for 45 minutes),

remove the casting carefully from the form.

---( Next month, we'll continue with how to carve the

walls, among other things )==-=

( continued from page 9 )

luck of getting 2hold of four G5B
S5DLO-2.shells for a dollar. And so
the creation of the GP 42 begins,
Wvhet 1T wanted was a2 shorter, B-B
style loco with the same basic de-
teils of the SDy0O-2, and minus the
large porches, mzinly on the back.
I surveyed the loco for the best
Place to cut, and the first cut was
to separste the back fens and grills
from the body by cutting right be-
hind the dynamic break blistecr,
Next, to get rid of 2 fens, I cut
betweecn the second znd third fens.
If done carefully, the second grill
will look like the cast end wvhen it
is cur through. Finally, to elim=
inate the resr porch, I cut out the
space from the back point of the body
just up to the steirs. This part
requires a very good straight cut.

All that's left is to join the pieces
together, and if done nice and
straight, not to much putty will be
neededs Unfortunately, I needed to
usc & lot of putty. The narrow width
inside the body does not lend itself
to a new power chasis and frame, so
I'm still searching for ean enswer,

If anyone finds one, let mc know
pleasel! In the future, I'11 show you
somc more of my, It Ain't Prototype
locos, including a E 60 CP-D, and a
SDPX-L45, '

- 12 -



-¢T -

€T 2
CUT 2

hd

*

”

Scale. - 1:17

HO Scale CGP 42 From SDuo-a Shell
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March 29, 1987 | EXBL#3

Gentlemen:

Here is my financial report for the period starting from
July 1, 1986 to December 31, 1986. On friday I received the
long-awaited receipts from Ralph, and I completed the
report on the computer on Saturday, March 28, 1987. This

will be in the mail on Monday, and it is up to the post office

when you receive it.

Because of the oddness of this last year, there is no way
that I can make any official projections for the 1987 year,
except to make a few statements about our financial
condition. We are already 1/4 of the way into this year and
our finances look very good. . Our total funds are hovering
aroun;l $1,000.00 at this time. Let me remind you though that
I allocate $500.00 for emergency funding. This is to be
kept in case we have some expense that no one had projected?
or if we were having extreme difficulties. This means that
we have about $500.00 for general spending. This does not
mean that we should do everything to spend it, but some of
thé ideas brought up by the President may be very possible.
I don't think that we should do color pictures, but
certainly we can allow Ralph to print b/w photos more
frequently. As far as the Hotbox goes, I told Ralph that he

could start doing some larger issues. This means that we

_]_L}..



need to solicit members into writing some articles, and we

need to write some ourselves.

I do think that any money that we do spend should be spent on
things that will promote the TAMR or will cause people to
become interested in our club. We did not have any more
adults join in the second half of last year, and there are no
~more two-year memberships anymore. W= need to encourage
' members again that they can help us by paying for two years
at a time. Our overseas memberships have dwindled to just
one, and some of our regions are falling, or have fallen
apart. Someone who has the time needs to write to our
regional representatives who are in office, or those who

may be soon elected, to get some things stimulated in these

areas.

Finances are looking good mostly because we have had no
Hotbox for so long, plus the low cost of our current issues,
thanks to Ralph. My projection is that we will have a good
financial year, but if you do have an idea, please spend the

money conservatively and wisely. (Of course it has to be

approved first.)

Sincerely,

SA A

Steve Schwenk, TAMR Treasurer

15 -
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Broadway Limited # 28, Departing From Chicago Union Station
By Adrian Sherrill, Southern Region, TAMR

TAMR 'nora'ox. * The Un-Magazine of Model Railroading*
P.O. Box 1098 ‘
LaGrange Park, IL ‘60525-9198
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