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He renli.ze tho.t this HOTBOX is n bit 
late, but we hnvc been hnving c. few 
problems Y!ith the HOTBOX ·end its sto. ff 1 
mostly with the st ::i.. ff, As you know, Andy 
Di.ck quit \'Tith the !Ic.:;'/June issue .:-.s he 
was going to collece L'.nd r1e \'iero rrithout 
o. publisher until DouG Johnson kindly 
offered to produce the L-.st issue; honever, 
Doug ho.s to c;o bo.ck to c ollese .:me~ thus 
v1ill not be o.vc-.iic.ble :for c.ny more issues 
in the nec.r future. This issue is beinc; 
printed by your Associc,.te Editor until 
<.'. Publisher cn.n be loc n ted. \"le' ve hod ..c... . 
fev1 Lliquires; but if you think you co..'1. 
publish the HOTBOX CTld lmve c.. mimeogrc.ph 
mac hirte or---oJ)rnr i;iethods o :f t:;et tinr;; it 
done, ple.:;Ge c'ont~.ct: Ho.rl~ Kc.sznici.~, TA11R 
Auditor, l)) 18 rt Georg 0 St, Chicne;o, IL 
60641. 
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VVESTERN l~EGION 
The Western Rocion of tho TAMR is 

ru:ming smoothly th.:u1ks to tho r o­
orgnnizationnl efforts of our Pr esident 

Gerry Dobey i TAi'!R SecretC'.ry > lio:s con- John McGreevy. John hns hc.d the regior. 1 s 
sented to the job of Circulo.tion Hcmc.gor publico.tion--tho DAYLIGHT--out for some 
of · offic<el publicc.tiono c.nd this job nill tirJo now nnd if you ar o intorestod in 
then becor.ie pC'.rt of tho Sec'retc.ry' s duties joill int; tho Wostor!l Ro;;ion !hr i;etting 
unless the Exqc uti ve Bo."..rd directs other- o. subscription to tho DAYLIGHT or just 
nise. No longer should rre hnve the problen vml1t to sco v1hc.t' s h .:1nponi:1g Write To: 
of p~in t~ng up. a . HOT:COX c.nd h<'.v~ng no one John Mc Greevy, ,r- ;_;- _ r.~ ·. ., _ . '" 
to distribute it : Also raernberslu.p renennls ------------------ -.-..:.. ___ .. - - - ·-----·- ------ ---
c.nd membership cnrds \'till be included with Front Cover: Now we know you hnven't 
the HOTBOX so this rrill s .:we v.s 30C per been seeing too much Norfolk & Western 
member in postnce nlone, multiplying th.:-..t power due to the strike; the:::·e fore, w·.· 
figure by 1 L;.O is .::i. biG chunl-;: of your dues thought a photo in the HOTBOX might e.:cse 
money tho.t cc.n be directed elsenhere. the withdrawc.l p .'...1.ins you've been hnving. 

As you mny h.:-.vc noticed there hc.vc Photo: Doug Johnson Cover Design: MK 
been severC'.l ir.1provementG in the HOTBOX 
itself, first c.nd forraost is pictures on 
the cover, ne pll".n to continue this prc.c­
tice c.s long .'.'.s r1e c.:m nithout clrc..ininc; 
the T.hliR Treasury. Another improvement is 
in sV1itching to a tr:o column HOTBOX in­
stend of the usuetl one colULm, this .'.1llorJS 
more flexibility \'Tith the HOTBOX .::md uses 
the avo.ilc.ble spc.c c better c.nd finc.lly 
rte ho.ve decided to include n tc.ble of 
contents in the HOTBOX so you cc.n find the 
nrticle you nre look inG for f oster .. 

Our editor, iic.rk Toulonson, llo.s moved 
and \'lhile he is c;etting settled in this 
new plnce, rre request th.'.'. t you send .'.".ll 
articles, photoo, etc. to the AssociC'..te 
editor \'!hose nnii1e C'.nd o.ddross is listed 
on the back pace, Deadline for the next 
issue is September 1 G, 1978. The HOTDOX 
needs _c.rticlcs on D.odolinc , prototype, 
lnyout nnd cover fe c.tures o.s r1ell C'..s 

HERE D.re the people to write, if you 
wish to join a region in the TAMR· All 
a re regions are in need of your support 
nnd many hav j or are planning to ha ve 
publico.tions of their own . Come on, join 
your region, they r1ere c r eated to allo\'/ 
members to get together on 2 more local 
basis ~nd ocnssion~ly they sponsor meets, 
conventions and rc.ilfwnning trips. So 
write todcy and get involved, you don't 
know rrho.t you're missing! 

ALLEGHENY REGION: Ted Bedell, 11 Hill top 
Drive 1 Bayville t NY 11 709. 
CENTRAL REGION :; Don Lesko, Assist c..nt 
Orgc.nizer, 307 E Sixth Street, Pano. , IL 
62557. 
NEW ENGLAND REGION: Ted To.it, NER Rep1 
16 Evergreen Drive, Syosset 1 NY 11791. 
SOUTHERN REGION: Glenn Vallnntyne, 



_ -J.us.t-.f.or _ _you: 

A 
You s o.y t hat you do_n 1 t like tl~e w::..y 

t h e TAMR i s b eing r un ? You say you d on 't 
like .the kind of articles t h e HOTBOX h .'.'..s 
been prin ting? Yoti s o..y your r egion i s no t 
providing you with ' tlrn services it shoul.d . 
Well then, t ho HOTBOX hns <'- new i;iolu;:m 
whic h just night i n ter est you. We o.r e 
introduc:iJ.10 c. column wher e you co.n wr i te 
in o.nd <'-ir your gripes , beefs c:md telly­
e.ches. 

'.Ve c nll t his new col w:m NI T/\HT ns 
this will probably be the m:ke up of it, 
If you wa...! t to expound your WI T <~ r just 
pick. sowe NITs with us, we n ow ho.ve ::.. 
forul.tl for ;¥OU to respond to. So don 't 
sit on those - problems t hct h.:i.ve been g et ­
ting your goo.L T.ell us ~ Tell everyone; 
it'll mnko you feel bette r a nd tell us 
·where we hnve been slippi~1G up, The policy 
for this coluwn is siDplo: You se:1d it i1: 
nnd if we c an , we will pri...'1t it . However, 
we request thnt l2.2 coumeric o.l :i.dvertisi ni;: 
to o.ppe.:-.r i n this colm:m. Plense send :l:i.l 
your letters to the Associn te Editor f or 

+~~~~~~+f.tt~H~iH·~~+++++++++++++++++++++++ .. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~+++++++-

Of prototypic::..l Interest : 

WHO'S GOT A BIGGER PROBLEM 

John McGreevy, T.AMR President , heed c-.11 

c.rticle i n et p2.st HOTBOX o.bo ut the trcils 
nnd ti;-ibulations of r1ovin t:; h is pike. I f 
you didn't see the c rticle 1 I'll tell 
you tho.t things didn't wor k out like Joln 
figured o.nd the result wc:s wh<'. t l ooked 
like :::. scnle-sized enrthqu~e r o.v.:'.[;od h i s 
layout. 

On August 11'-, 1978 <.n enr thqu.'.'..lrn r ocked 
Sant:::. Bo.rbnro. , CA .'.U1d i n the shc.ki ng pro­
cess o.n SP locoootive nnd t wenty c.::..r s 
were derniled~ A spokesr.mn for t ho r o.il­
road s a id t ho.t severa l of t he c nrs wer e 
11 sto.cked up like dominoes . " Tho HOTBOX 
WOUld not stoop SO lOW GS to COmnent On 
this two similnr events, instend He s i nply 
w:::.nt to a sk two questions: (1) Wo.a the 

~thquet..1.ce in CA cm o. fters hock f r ou the 
one tho.t r nvaged John's pike? nnd (2) 
Who do you t hi nk has t he bi gcer problen ? 

--"~------------------~·---------&·--

Mnrk Ko.szn i ruc , TAf1R Auditor 

OFFIC~ CAR 
First, I wi sl:. to express my t hanks 

to o ur membership for electing me to 
thi s position <:md I ho.vo a n umber of 
n0-tters tha t I' d like to comment on. 
Our Const itutiono..l Bo.:'.I'd menb ers, Tim 
Ver n ::..nde o.nd John Huey , dis o.n excellent 
job in conductil1 G the l o.st election mid 
I .b.cl i eve t hey sho ul d be c Oi:mended on it. 

Secondl y , upon c oi:munic a tion with 
no c t of our r ecim1s J I 11.:cvc a scert.:i i ncd 
th o.t t he T AMR i c i;;1pr ovin~ on t his· l evel . 
All o f our rec;i ons; with t ho exc eption 
o f t 1e C<.no.dj 0-:1 Resion , h n.ve soneono 
thu t y ou c~n urite to 1 0:::.rn of who.t's 
l:i'.pponini; Three r q ;ions presen tly ho.ve 
rtub.l ic..1--: tic.ns :rnd two others c,re hoping 
to h.'.1Ve t hen i ::: the necr futur.e, 

':.:' h i rC:ly; c;r cnt steps ho.ve b een nade 
in t he prouoti.on of the TANR. Ccrotens 
Public cct i onc l1c..s a:::;r ocd to pl ncc an .::td 
in our bGi-:ci.l:f :- f r ee of c h.'.'..r c e , i n Rnil­
rond Mod e~ Cr~ftsaan ao.cazi ne on a spc ce 
a v .:-· •• lC'..blo bc:sis. Al onG with our a d i n 
Model Rr.tilro.:'..de::- ; we should be getting 
Llora i nqui r es for i nfor nntion on t h e 
'i'N·iR c.nc -:;1-:0 i:10 r o i nquires ne get , the 
b ettur clianc e '.'o hnve of ;;o tting n ore 
r.:er ben ; r: l1j_c h nill .::.llon us to expo.nd 
our .so::-·vic es to give yo u even n ore bene­
fits t lto.:1 bo-:'ore . Our ne1:ib0rship prospect­
us :1:rn b.::e::: r ov.'.'.!Tpod a nd i:rn o.re n ow in• 
c l ud i ns .scwpJ.e p.'.'.,::e s fron the HOTBOX i n 
\'lith o ~cc'.1 i nq uiry; hovrnver, we ho.ve no 
extrn copie s of pr evi ous HOTBOXs a vo.il­
nbl G ns these are just press run extrns. 

Finclly, various r:rn ans are being 
worlccd out to pr0i'10te the TAMR on a nore 
loc.:.i.l be.s i s. I f you h.:tve nny idlic.s or 
SU6G OSt i ons t hct you think we could use, 
pl oc.se forward tl:.en either to Lle or tlle 
Sccr- e t .:-:.ry. Tl:. i s i s Clll I hav e to s ny this 
ti.Ge, but I n ill r eni nd you tlw t help 
i s needed~ pnrtic ul .:'.rly with the HOTBOX 
nnd in our r egi ons . rie o.rc inprovin.g 
s l owly , b ut vie need your help rend support! 
I thi nk tha t per.10.ps Dn l o M<'-dison, foroer 
Aud i tor, suuood it up best: "We nre only 
hur.im1 2.nd lwve our solves only n lii:1i ted 
;;.nount of t i ne ::nd oner GY· But we a re 
trying, But it's so1:i.etir:1os a lonely job 
end we wondGr i f · r.'.nyone out ther·e' is 
l i stcni !1 g ::-tnd cti.rin c . , , He don't hnve n 
l n r go b~tltroll, but we do hcve a l o t of 
poople. And pe opl e power co.n outd o ;;i oney 
p:~owor- , . ;.nyt iue-~if they r e<'.ll:y wnn t to. 

is the key to c. be tt er TA!'L"f.< n...1d cc.11 it 
takes is n little of your tine. You cc..'1 
·get · i nvolved by wri ti;1g an D.rticle or 
offering your services t o hel p us out. 

' !
, So stick o.ro und. It sho uld prove to be 
. i n tores tin {~ 11 
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·BACK TO SCHOOL-- 8 -ACK TO 8ASLCS 
It is a l most thc-, t t i me of y eo.r .:tt;ccin 

to dust of f those books and ge t ba c k t o 
some serious learning ; f or many of us 
that nlso meC'.Ils thn t rte c o.n f ino.lly get 
some nork done on tho. t darn l nyout the-ct 
hns been s ittinG o.11 swnmer rrlli le rm 
c nrelessly i ndulged i n other pursui ts. 
By now you <'.re prob.:i.1.J l y bored r.r:..th rm.t c l:.­
ing trni n s run ove1· yom· pJ_yuood erJp:'._re 
c..nd c..r e s eriousl y consider inc intro:lucin:; 
some scenery to your t rc-.D1s . Tl:en t oo:, yo ·1 
might b e one o f the rec ent nerrcooer3 to 
our r nnks · and Ctre rrondori n.c lloi:r ·cc cr e~t e 

reo.lis t ic sc ener y. So;;1e TJl~m oi'f:::'_C3.TG c.ncl 
occ nsioncly n Eiemb er of t he HO'YBOX s t.'.l.ff 
get l et ters t hnt re<'-d~ 11-How d. o I go ;:cbout 
mCL~ing sc en ery? Hon do l_~,)c-iis.tic 

roo.cls for my pik e? I VJ!l j ust s to.rtiug in 
model rnilrondi nt; , c .:m you_g.t~e-- ne n f ei:r 
pointers?" Th e T,AJ:.m .:d.Ew to ple.::.se- the.se 
i)eople nnd t here for e rrn f el t th.:-.t over ! 
the next f en i s sues ne Dight-_gj_v:e e>. ! 
c enernl revien i ng o f so:;i e o f th e ~i .::s.ic j 
yechniques i n Bodel ro.i~,. 
rre will nlso cover some o f the neDer · • . s 
techniques f or the oore exper i enced tin~s 1 
there rrill b e something for everyone. De 
will o.lso i nc lud e o.s n r efor c.nc o, s oft 
cover books nnd ii10.gnzin e c-.r ticlos nll i ch 
pertnin to t he t opic bei'- ,:, clisc uss :;;tl just 
in c nse you no.n t t o purs ue tlle sub j ect i :1 
greater detail t h .::.n t he HOTDOX c o.n p r ovi de 

l 

·; tl . n rn t .1. n ' .1. 1 . you wi i i n n 1en pCtges. ~o s ~~ ~ 01 1 ~ 11s 

series, r1e hCtve nn nr t:i.c l e ·cy Gerry Dob ey 
on scenery o.nd one by DOUG J ohnson on 
the different sc ~les and Dodol rnilrond 
vocnb ulnry. ne rtelcowo nr tis les lr0i;1 oore 
experienced modelers on tec hniq ues c f 
model r nilrc ndi ng t h.::. t are not ccvered i n 
these articles. rlho lrnons your techniq ue 
th::.t hns been hidd en in y o ur br C'-i n a ny 
be the ansrrer t hat some one els e i s or 
h.?..s been lookinG fo r , r!hc-.t GO ocl is l:norr­
lcdge if you don't share it with others? 

··-i IAIC -·----------------------------..... e<=:ll ·-~- .. .::11-~...::.--- ..... 
NEW ENGLAND RFG!ON 

'fe.d Tait, YE?. .Repres ent .:ctive, o.nno u_11 c es 
thn t the IT en EnGl nnd Iiecion i s r ollin :_; 
o.gnin .:md thn t the l TOTITEEIB'T is one e .::c e; c~in 

being published, If y ou vrnn t to knou nh.::.t 
is hnppening in t he NER , g ot.::. subscript i 
to the i'TORTHERH, it's onl y '.~2 o. yeo.r . 
Come on , short Ted y our suppor t : 

_9REATilIG REALISTIC SCENERY 

by Gerry Dobey 

Yfithout the proper scenery on your 
,.. model r nilrom1, your trains \'till look 

jus-:: like s mnll toys, or nt best, n 
col lect i on o f 1uodels lintil you ndd n 
rB~lintic envi r onm en t for those models 
to run in, There ' s n o doubt that scenery 
r1ill .. scnr e off o~:ny modelers because 
t hey think i t t cl•es n gret artist to 
creo.tc decent sc ener~ This is not GO ! 
Po<md for pound sc enery is perlmps 
-che-c.h e .:tpB.St p.:u-t of creating n model 
rnilroc,~D..".ld on e of t h e eo.siest one e 
JDU-know hO\'F t o g o nn d do it, Hopefully, 
o. ft cr re~g t.his nr t icle you will be 
mm:-e of t he bo.sic techniq ues used i n 
c j-e~t.i.u£_.sc-en:e-ry' nnd rrill be c.ble to 
.:tr.ply t t.m11 -i~o y our l nyout . How do you 

-kno o.:: .,..v~t t do it until you try ! 

GEI'TIHG PLASTERED ··.-
-T hB..:'€·-·c:i:rB n n umber of rmys to create 

Ecenery on n model r nilrond, but perhnps 
t he :)est .J.nd cer t ninly th.a most durable 
i nvolves usin13 pl.::.st.er, In model rnil­
r o::d i ns3 bns i c clly t rto different types 
of plc,s ter- .::tr e used ~ on e type to crec.te 
c. s t ron c; bu.se o.ncl the other \'thich is 
nppl i ed over it to allow the modeler 
t o crente the s p ecinl effcc ts he/she 
desir es, Th e best type to use for the 
bnse is Hydroc nl \'lhich is made by the 
U S Gypswu Co nnd con usually be 
b_ought fr om lime nnd cement de.:i.lers. 
'i'he other t ype is molding plnster nnd 
it is o.voilo.ble a t most lwnber ynrds 
.:i.nd oth er p l nces of t hat sort. If you 
h o.ve trouble locntinG Hydrocnl, · mol<li ng 
plns t er c o.n be used for the base nlso, 
b ut ;::i u li:l.~Ght ha ve to npply it n little 
thic l>:er t 0 obtnin mnximum support. 

Over the yenrs, t no bo..sic forms o f 
usin g plaster to crent e sc J nery hnve 
emerged, The first involves the use of 
s cr e,;;n nir e <'-n cl plaster ruid the second 
i s kn ovm o.s the 11 hnrd shell11 methodt 
Both c; i ve c or.ip;:u'o.ble results, so that 
l e.::tves i t up to n mc,tter o f personnl 
prafer .::mce or nhic h t echniq ues you are 
1.10rc cor,1ior t .::.b l e \'Tith ; ~onever , 

( c o~t inued on pCtge 5) 

•• 



Creat i ng Reali s tic Scen ery : Gerry Dobey (con t 'd from po.g e 4) 

I suggest yo u experi ment wi th both 
be•fore you decide t o adop t ones to 
exclusively us ed on y our pik e· 

methods more n errn pa per o.nd c ut i t i nto strips 
b e ab out 2" v1i de 2.nd a bout a foot long . 

Metl.l9,Ll: Screen \Jir e and Pla s t er 

Thes e strips o.r e t hen dipped i n to your 
p l nster wh i ch has b e en previously mix ed 
i n to a s::)Upy c ons i st.7.ncy. The plnster 
s ho uld fully coa t the paper , b ut it should 

Yo u v1ill n eed "'- supply o f scr e en Y:ire , not run off t o t h e extent VThere you c nn · 
pl ci.ster 1 t o.cks or si;w l l nnils and sup- sec the paper t hrough the pla ster. Then 
porti n g post s . Yo u begin by erec t i n g ,-:_ you '.. a y these str i :;:i s ov er t he shell y ou 
shell by n ni lin g s c reen wir e i n th e sha pe ha v e ~a~ e unt i l i t i s cov er ed completel~ 
y ou de s ire (i.,, e, moun tC\i ns, V<elleys' riv er Th e .. :l:ol c= a r ec.. r:il l .:;. ook u!lsto.ble, but 
bed s , hol l ing hilss ; stc ) b e i ng s ur e to o.f·cer c-l l or·j_:1c th e pl .'.'.s t er to dr y ( 5 hours 
lea ve enougt s l a c k i n t ~ e scr e en n i r e so or mor e ) i t oiJ.l t ec ome q ui te har d ; hence 
you will be abl e to fon:1 s li1al l r i d t;es' -.;he r:nru :)-·-·ho.rdshell. A :~er Ctllovting the 
hills Ctnd gull eys . Onc e t :1.::. s i E do,.m , you f i :c s t applic ation t ·:. . dry

1 
y o u mi ght wish 

cnn mi x t he p".. Gs t e r un til i t forms C\ thic k It o <:,dd .:i. s 2 c'.):J.C. l 2 y cr :s ive ndd ed 
crecJ!l sol u t ioP nhic h ·:1ilJ be ·.iscd t o c r e ::telstr eng t h to ccr t:-. i n p2.rts of y our sc enery 
the bo.s e ( li i n t • oy :puttin g t h e \'.'O. t c r i n O!" ir~ ) l aces ::r:-, 0ro y ou or visitors VTOUld 
fir s t ~d t hen addin g p l c.s t er • you c c.n i:: en C. 1-0 J e .::i1 en ( H::CMl' ; Vi hen o.ppling a 
usuc lly el i.m.i.no.t e most of t11e l umps or 

1
secoDd l c-,ye:..0 o f' pl<:,0 t er , rret the fi~st 

bubbles t h c.t r10:.J. l d oc c ur from do :Lng j_t llc.y er Hit;.., ric.t E::r :first so the two will 
the oppos it e .vmy ), ! bond to g1o- th er t e t t 0r), 

The pl o.~ ter c c.ri t.hen b e '"'-:?Pl i ed to ;, h e Yo <-l c _-_11 non <:dd some mor e pl ast er to 
scr e e n nnd i t shoul .d g o on quit e ~ic eiy ; lc r ec. te t he s r ecio.J e ff ect s outl~ned 
if you fe el t !La i~ t h <.; s olut i on i s t oo t :r._-:;_cl<:: eD.::·l :i_ er i :( vo u d esi.re. I f y ou wi sh to 
or t l1i n, you c .:tn r eG tify t he sit :~.:i. tio~1 ·-:::y lc hc.q_;e GD. c.l reGdy c0mpleted sec tion, a 
a dding mor e u2,ter or pl c..st eY-, r espec ·1,, i v r,~ l:1. ! h ,~ner chi .::::e l « nd G::'..· .. ·1 wi l l ·0e needed; 
After the pl o.s ter drie s ( OV •o rni r;ht or I · ~ 1-. 2 rLrnt <Jr "!D_::.. UGi..i. o.2.. l y br e .J....~ \'Th ere y ou 
longer) y o u c ;:.n <:ldd ,:. seco:1c': l <:c~r er n hi ch lhJ.t it 'I' o c rec.te n e,; :ffects

3
• f ollow the 

will be us ed t o r::r e o. tc 0p ec~.2.l e ff ect s i i: l'nroced ur-c ::; o.lr e c.dy ou: :.i n ea being sure to 
your sc enery. '.rhese spe.::ic .. 1 f eL'- t. U::'.'e s c .:i.n 

1
~: e t .:-·-::. j c i.a L cg compl e ted pl nster be fore 

be done wh~l e t ho pl ~s ter is s t ill ~et by ¥C~ sto.r : · Finnl:y, o.l l t hose pa per wads 
cn.rving s mall. crc:tcks :~n d r idge s vii t h <en ltLi.t ::-_re u:!d 0rn e~1~:1 y o ur she l l . .:-,n b e 
X-acto or mod elinc; knife . A s tiffed h ~, j_r r er,: ovecl :ls tney etre 1.urnecesso.ry for sup-
pa int brush i s us e fr:. l f .::> r cre::i.ting t h e por t n;1d t t ey t cl: e; t.:.p extrG s pac e tha t 
effec t s o f b l usted out r ock, or c rumb l i ng c an t e us Gf f ur o t h er purpos e s , not to 

. rock slid es; by Gently brus h i n g the pl o.ster ment ion n pos s 1b l e fire ha zar d. 
to crea te a sti ffled e ff ect. 

Har d Shel l Sc enery 

Pla ster , mas king t ::'.pe a n d pl en ty of 
newspa pers Gr e the pril:.1«.ry i n!t:'T'·• . .' ::'.~o 
needed to c ons truct t hi s t y pe of scen ery , 
although n few suppor t posts mi ght b e 
needed if y o u o.re pla r.n i n g c.n extensi? e 
mountai n p i ke " First~ you t .:Jrn s ome ner:s­
p aper and cr ump::!..c i t up i llt O vmd s . By 
using a numb er o f these nc.c1 s , e i t h er by 
sta cking t hem or stuffi ng them be t ween 
differen t elevat i on s in y o ur b encl:.vJOrk , 
you c an form t he bas i c s h el l . After y o u 
hnve t h e desir ed sho.pe yo u \'Jnnt, c onstruct 
a web of mo.s k i ng t o.p e over the shel l to 
hold it i n plac e , Tr oub l es ome pieces of 
pa per c o.n b e vTet t ed wi t h wo.t er t o mo.ke 
then stay in pla c e . Then y ou t ruce some 

REA:'.., ROCE EFFECTS U.S ING MOl.iDS AND ROCKS 

T' ,.3re a r" ~-- n wub er o f tec hniques nvnil­
nblc for t extur inG scen ery (maki ng them 
loo~ l i ke t h e reo.l ;~cCoy) nnd this method 
ur,co t t e ::.• c tuc.l f o.c es or reetl roc k s to 
nroc: u.ce t :1e s ur faces on y o t<r l o.y out. Kinda 
l i k e pLc toc :r;yinc; t h e pr ototype only in 
t hr ::; ~ •.:i1:1 ens7_ons . To nee omplish t his , you 
cu~ t f i rs t get soBe lGtex mol d fl uid 
whic~ rri l~ be used to c reate y our own 
l ~~t e :;.: mo l.C.s wh ich v1i l l b e Gppli ed to your 
piirn~ The se riold s co.n be us ed over c:tnd 
over ~gain~ so t ~ e t echn i que c an b e a c­
compl i s h aJ with c n e or t wo roc ks , if you 
n ish . Af ter c e t tia g th e mold fluid , you 
oust r ::: .nd et nic c scal e text ur e d ~ rock. 
I f you can• t fi nd one 1 s ometimes coa l 
c nn b e ased or manu fnctu r e s s ell rock 
fc.ces wh:.c h c etn be us ed . ( cont'd on o ) 



Creating Realistic Scenery; Gerry Do·uGJ ( _;o_, 'c 1 t: :iJ.o: ' .i:, · ·; ::: _ _. ) \ :~ ' 

·· You s:..w;iJ.y · l°': ·u...::r t '' e J.2.t;;x · c ~11-:ic1~ .::.s i;_i -rto bri::lg to- life cl.l those S€emingly 
liquid form) onto the rock, being sure to hidden crncks cmd ridge.s .. ___ .It is .. g o'.:>d t.o 
get it in c.11 those little crnck s nnd s t art n ith o.. blnck dye nnd tone it do\'m 
crevices; to reinforce the l n tex 1 I sugges to your liking , l\. ft er t h e blnck hns dried, 
you get some surgico.l type gunze. After you co.n use yellov1, gr e en o.nd other types. 
the latex cures, you will end up uith a As dy e dries 1 it gets much lighter, so 
flexible rubber wold which cru.1 be peeled don 1 t b e nfr c.i d thc:t the bl i:'.ck dye will 
off the Iilold. The mold cnn be filled up turn out too dc.r k . Ye t don't use it full 
with hnrdening plnster .:en d pressed c>.gninst strength either~ experiment \'1ith differ­
some dry (but nett ed do1m) pl.::.ster to cren E.Bnt cone entrat ion s t o see which Gives the 
a rock face. After holding for n fen min­
utes, remove it nnd 2.dmire your realistic 
rock face. The molds cc.n be press ed in 
still wet plast e r to crente the S 1llll e ef­
fect. Sever c:l differen t fnc es c nn b e mo.de 
by turning the mold c. t different Qn gles. 

Another method used to get almost the 
snme effect is to tak e solile a luminium foil 
and crumple it up into n loose bo.11. Then 
carefully uncrwuple it nnd press it into 
still \'let plo.ster, the fo~.l nill mclce n 
pattern of vnried inten tions in your noun­
ti:'.in which rrill look like n rock f u.ce. 
Cork flonts from fishin g nets c.:u1 be 
broken into chunk s to mnke excell en t sc o.le 
replico.s of roc k stra t n and cork roo..db ed 
c a n even be utilized i n some co.ses. 

Various other mo.terials : suc h c.s pino 
bark" nncl even small rocks can b e used 
to create nnd inhance your mount a in's 
appenrnnc e .. 

PUTTING IN S,~ ·:: 1 ZIP 1 

Over the years, many c..rticlos ho.ve np- I 
pea.red on the subject of colorint; sc enery: . 
but probo.bly the most f .'.'.mous \'Jets by Linn 
Westcott in the April 1965 issue of liODEL 
RAILROADER (out of print). This issue de­
scribed Linn's n ay of " dr essing up" t hc.t 
plain old nhite plo.st er scenery into a 
realistic ono. His met'.10d is c c.lled "zip 
texturin~' bec2use it nas invented a round 
the time the post offic e began a sking us 
to put zip codes on o ~r mo.il and tho 
techniques works quit e nell· Basic o.lly 
zip texturing involves t h e use of plns t er, 
dyes and dry pigment c olors together to 
form the scenery. 

To begin , mcl;:e sure -':.h:t t the plnster 
is wetted fir s t before c.ppling dye o..nd 
use a windoi:1 s pr ny bo t tle to cover t h e 
uncolored pl::tster \'lith dye. Dye i:rorks 
better on rough surfaces tha n it does on 
snooth ones a nd it has c. defini te tendnnc ~ 

*Article by \"fillio.m R Koteles i n the Oc t 
1976 issue ot lIODEL RAILROAD ED d escribed 
the scenery effects pin e bnrk C <'-11 i)rod uce. 

best effect. 
Aft e r t h e dy e hc.. s been a pplied and 

hns dri ed~ y ou c:re reo.dy to nd d some type 
of ear th covering. I n places you wish to 
hav e eo.rth or GrLlSS :. t cl;:e a sprny bottle 
filled nit~ a s olution of hnlf water, 
h:tl f wh::'... t e Gl uc plt:s a drop or t wo of 
detergent a nd sprc.~ t ho. t .:i.rea. You cnn 
use a ny t ype of gr ound cover " but the 
best known is Lifi~., ~ 7 cCE ea rth o.nd grass 
in o. box, Next t cJ:;:e c. suo.11 stra iner 
o.nd p ut some gr o.s s (or earth) in it and 
::i.llon t h e rno.t er i ccl to fo.11 from the 
s trcd .ner on t h o r1 '3 tted o.r ect . A good method 
o f do i n g this i s to t ap t h e str a iner with 
o. s poon or other conv c;:-_:'., ent object and 
ns ct resuJ t a s wall nm-J1mt of covering 
nhould f c-,l l dorm t o tl0 e gl ued :1.ren· After 
i t hn s c~ri ed :- tclrn a vc.c Ulllil and Get all 
the loose gr c..s s cmcl e ccr th . Some touchup 
o i ght b e nec es s ccry in spot s ~ but it is 
ea s i l y a cc omplished· \"!hen you ccre fin­
ished some r e c..~is t ic sc enery s~ .id res 
Ult • 

An other me t hod o f c olorinG plo.ster 
that ho.G been devised is c a lled 1!r!nter 
Soluble Sc: 8n e:>:-yn nnd its techniques were 
outlined l:y Dtlve Frary and Bob Hayden in . 
the Hc.rch 197G i ssue of RA ILROAD HODEL 
CRA FTSliAN' Bri e fly ~ their techniq ue in­
volv es us :i.n g fl:. t lo..tex bo.s.e po..int in­
stead of dye. f l n t l a t ex wall paint is 
rJo.tched to Folquil RR8 1 Eo.r th or RR83 
il ud c.nd then it i s mixed 1 : 1 with \•mter. 
\'!lrnn yo ur h.::trdshel l hns begun to set 
(not wet, but cool nnd cl runp to the touch) 
the po.i n t i s brushed over it o.bout o. 
foot c.t :. time and rrhile the pnint is 
still we t t ext ure mo.terio.l is sprinlded 
over it; furth er varint ions of this 
technique c.r e cover ed in the article 
v1hich is c.v o.il .-:cb le froru RHC for 75¢. 

ABOUT TII:CiJ...B..QA.2.§_fll'TD HIGIFIAYS 

After get tinG the s c en ery built, many 
mod el r .:::.ilroa ders Yrnnt to ndd deta ils 
such ns ronds , sid ewalk s ~ ren t a ining wnlls 
end overpoc s e.s . Tiwr e o.r e o. n wilber o f 

( c ont ' d on pc.ge 7) 
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techniques available for maki11c; t l1er:i nnd 
some depend on the type of roe.cl. you .'.l.re A populnr techniques non being used 
Lla.king. For instance, if you no.nt o. rsro.vel is to buy trees for up frt)itt nnd easily 
road, ballast from other sc nles co.n be vicw.::ble crens, wake you ovm trees for 
used~ Plaster and h.'.ll'd shell techniques the medium distance c.reas nnd use lichen 
can be used to mclte thnt concrete highY1.:cy supported undernenth by screen or mesh 
that you want. On most modern hichn.:.ys, in backround areas nhere just the tree 
drivinc; lo.nes c.re c.t leo.st 12 feet nide tops nre visable. 
and if you c.re modelin5 a business or This taGt- brines to a close this 
residentail section, remember to include article ori" ;~enery .:md I hope that you 
sidewu.il~'s; curbs and street lights. In will try some of the method s outlined 
the business district or shoppinG district . here and I hope t he results look like 
sidewalks nre nt least 10 feet nide nnd rea listic scenery. Finc..lly, don't be 
often have trees in little cut out plots. afraid to scenik y our pike because you 
Also remember to leave room on your street don' t think you don't ho.ve the t.:1lent 
for vehicles to pnrl:, Those resident.:11 or can 1 t even dro.\'l a strn i [!;ht line., 
sidwalks 11.Tnn be three, four or five feet Remember, Mother N~, t ure nev er heo.rd of 
wide Md most ho.ve expansion cracks in a straight line nnd cnyone can produce 
them. ace eptab le looking scenery .. 

Some people use furance cement to 
simulo.te nspho.l t roads o.nd this procedure 
vms outlined in the Dec ember 1975 issue 
of MODEL PJlILROADER in nn article by John 
Drechsler (if you are thinking of usinG 
this method, also see the letter on pac e 
18, Harch 1976 HR WC\.rning against c ertc.in 
types of furnnce cement). The cement norks 
quite well and if you spread it thin, it 
will look like a road in need of exten­
sive repair like some country ror_ds in 
central Indiano.. If you don•t n:mt to 
rebuild this arec., put Et construction 
crew on the scene, 

If you nre going to have tunnels on 
your loyout, you should look into the 
different types of portnls tho.t nre 
availnble and consider the possibilities 
of putting retnining vmlls near the 
tunnel also. These two thinGS can ndd to 
the overnll:l appeal to your mountain. 

A good referancc b ook on the subject 
of scenery is Scenery for Model RailEoads 
by Bill UcClnnahnn . This book covers in 
det a il the Screen vire tec hnique, the 
H<::rd Shell method, zip texturing, trees 
nnd shrubs~ modeling rmter, those little 
deta ils £end backdrops. The book is 
o.vailo.ble from Kalrnbc.ch Publishing, 
Departmen t 3190, 1027 i'I .Seventh Street, 
:Mihmukee, VII 53233 The price is %. 50. 

TRIES RUNNING TRAINS 
( Without crews) 

• 
An un a ttended locomotive trnveled 40 

miles around Melvindale, MI before N&W 
officals diverted it to a siding where 
it slammed into ten boxc a rs and promptly 

TREES .t\J:-TD FOLIAGE stopped It seems someone slipped into 

Nany types of reedy built trees L'Jld N&W' s Oakwood Ym'd nnd stnrtcd the diesel 
shrubs are o.vailable at your hobby shop, on its solo journey to Milan, a southwest 
but if you plan to .use a l nree D.1'1~_\_Ult of suburb ci' .Detroit Th e incident may be 
folio.ge on your lnyout, this can tot ex- relnted to the monthlong strike ago.inst 
pensive. Re 2..listic trees can be mo.de from the N&W according to investagi:ttors I 
licken (pronounced LIKE-en) attached to think the N&W was probably tr~~ -to see 
nails with a little pit of plaster around ; if the r a ilroD.d would run better without 
them. Another method used is to tcl~e employees and they found out that starting 
several strc.nds of wire and tv1ist them the engines rr&.S~no trouble, but stopping 
together to form the trunk and cover hhat · them vio.s a definite problem Chalk up 
with pl.:.tster o.nd ct tnct lichen for the another cost s o.ving i ,doa for the rnil-
leaves, Be sure to clU!ilp trees in natural road whoso colors n ro bletck o.nd white 
looking gr~'s; if you are usinc; . evergreens and aro ~espera toly trying to stay awo.y 
put them in groups of ' three

1 
as this is from tha 1,, most droGded color of them nll 

how this type of tree grows, Lichen cc:.n t-:-'."'-_r_e_d_!_·--------~---------
o.lso be attached to your pike directly to . Have any interesting prototype nows? 

Then send it i n ! 
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Rey Hcld.m, T.AHR Treasurer 
-: __ ----- -

CHECKS AND BALAl\lCES AN IMPORTANT ~J1EMO 

An it otntos in the Tfil ffi Constitution: 
"A report on tho fincmc es should b e 11c.do 
poriodicc.lly in tho officnl pubJ.icntion" 
.:rnd our Tro~surer o..11 to oncer to opornto 
nccordinG t~ the Constitution has supplicc 
the folloHing fiGures for your persuet~ 

TAl!R TRE!l.SURY TIEPORT 

JLU10 16 to AUGUGt 15 

Previous I3o.lnnce 
Inc OLlo 
Expenses 
Hen B.:tlnncc 

+ 1 o.~ 

+lG.3 
-1 2i 

30 
00 

_£L 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~ ! ! ? : ! ~ ! ? ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! : 

SOUTHERN REGION 
The HOTBOX ho.s SOi:JC e oocl ncrrc for you 

members nho live in the Southern Ror:;i on , 
Glenn Vnllnnt;Yne is nori the rc-or .:; .:m izer 
Of your rcc ion cmd he is tryinc to Get 
soL10thinG coinG for you. Glenn snys tho.t 
pl°C'.ns o.re boinG mndc to st ;~rt n ree ionnl 
publicc.tion, but rauc h help is .still neocled 
If you nc.nt to hel1J your rec ion cot bo.ck 
on its foot aco.in, I s ucGost y ou rrrite 
to: Glenn Vo.llnntync~ STI Represontc.t ivo, 
817 Robison, Pns ndenn , T~ r7506 o.ncl offer 
your services. Who knoy1s, b efore y ou knor: 
it the SR could be out nith o. nen pub­
licnti011, possibily nith nerrs of c. future 
~eet. in your nron ! 

CENTRAL REGION I 

Th e TA.HR Executive Boo.rd on Septem­
ber 1, 1978 uno.nin ously npproved nn 
increa se in the du.cs stru6ture of 
t h o TAliR. The Chnnces nre ns follorrs: 
Rec ulcr ifoL1borship (Lmder 2 1): ~~ 5 00 
por yeo.r Associn te iiemborship (over 
21): '.) :- 50 per yeo.r. All r.iembers C'J'e 
entitl ed to c.11 richts o.nd privileges 
c, s outlinod i n t ho TAHR Constitution. 
I f you hold .:t v o.lid mcE1bership in 
th e TNl TI , y ou rrill not bp required to 
po.y t he i r!c rec;s e:: d r.'.l.t e until your 
ron crrnl til;10. All t hose wh o join the. 
'.I' AliR CL :'.:+.:o r 9- 1·-70 rrill be required to 
pny t ho incr ensed r c:to. 

The TAUR Ex ecutive Boo.rd felt the 
i n cre.::..sc rriJ.l n ecessetry for c.. nwnber 
of reo . .son s; first c.nd forernost r1::..s 
t ho. t o f inflnt ion. Since our letst 
i n crr:;o.so t 170 y eci.rs nGO, some metterinls 
l:o.ve ri s en .::.. s r:1uc h o.s 50% nnd since tho 
pos t .::-..1 i nc r ease , it now costs us rnore 
to s end t h in HOTBOX to you. The neu 
r nt o nnd tho oxtrn aoaey it provides 
t h e TAI!R n ill b e used uostly in pro~ 
vid i r.c yo ;..i nith photo pc.cos for the 
HOTBOX. n o hope to provide n photo in 
ov or y iss ue ns well ns some intorestinG 
o.rtisl ~ s also~ 

n ci.y L::.ki ii! $[1_ys tlmt tho incre.:::se 
n ill me c..n t l1.:-.. t y ou rrill be po.yinG .:en 
n v or o.c o of 17c 1:10re per HOT.BOX ctnd 
isn i t 17¢ q orth ci. photo pnse? Ub think 

. it is! rf e Vlill W1 d OUbtly lose SOlllB 
uembors bec ctuse of this increase, but 
\"le feel thett u o ou o those who rometin 
with us tho best product 
rrith time 2 money, people 
nv nilnbl c to us. He feel 
lor.c run. n b ett er HOTBOX 

we CM provide 
nncJ. reso1;1.rces 
thnt in _tho 
nnd TIUJR nill 

It seo1;1s thc.t c.l most nll of our reGion s 
nro cominc ho.ck to life ::md tho Centrc.l 
Recion is no exception. Don Lesko ho.s b een 

· ro s ul t from this increase. o.ppointed Assistctnt Orgo.nizcr o.ncl · is i:.w.ld.n G 
plans to Get the recion bnc k toc cthcr ( ==::=================================--== 

once <CGnin-. The lctst tli1c tho reGion h.:td I f-.J_!_E c:;HEf\JY 
n public.::..tion nc.s in 1971~ , but Don so.ys I 
that just 1:iicht chc.nGo in ; :tfl. e ;i- tJ.ettr- i'utua;'G " I 
Presently the only c..ctivo po.rt of the I 
Centr<el Recion is the Letko Shore Lnil f c;n 
Protection District (forraorly t h e Chico.co 
Division), but other sc[jments of tho 

REGION d . l ' 
~ith o.11 t his neus ,of other regions · 

rivivinc , no felt thett the HOTBOX owed . °Ji - · 

region w.:mt to be c.c tive c..lso 0 Don is 
trying to Got nll these se g~:ionts toc;ethcr 
to revive the Centr~l Rocion t if you uish 
to i7rite hi;·.1 to offer your s ervices or 
SOC how thi11 G°S o'.'.TO GOln G: hcl'O is his 
nddress: Don Lesko, 307 B Sixth Street, 
Pc .. nn, IL G2557. 

n little pnblici ty to one tlw.t never / 
fol d edu The All egheny region is the ~ 
on e I o.n spo.'.1.l>.in g of c..nd their publicntion 
t he DIPi\.TCHBR is c;o i ng crec.t guns, . 

~ <· • ' G · .'. " ;~ ; ,_ ; E'.;:...Ll top Dri vo, Dc.yvill e 
NY 11 7C' 9" 



ABC' .3 oi Hod el hnilrocdiug~ Doug Johnson 

-lf\tfROOUCTION TO ~&ODEL 

Hnvir.Lg 1 60~ :· ,..,_ !.)°' '"' ~ . :- .... ~?-~~· '"'1.- ~ .~-:. -- ""~·· 

a lmos· · . .:: i eh t yea rs, I n o longer c onsi der 
myself o.. bogirn10r; o.lthough i t:s hn.rd t::, 

I 
I 

say exnc tly u h en I d e::: ided I h <, c'. c ro s sed I 

the bo.rrier bet \'l e en " begi nner" nnd 11 ndv-2.n·· t 
ced" st 0-tus, Anym::.y 1 since the TAHR hGs I 
been getting <. 1 2.rgc r_u::i t&r o f b ogi nners: i 
I hope t his colurna n i :'. l ':Je use f ul , I 

Once of -the first th i :1 '.:;.S y ou h !lV J :~o l 
decide i n thi s hobby i s ~~~t s c nl0 y o u ! 
uill mod el. : n m~ny c~sus (cuch 2s mi~ e ) , I 
this Tii l l b e dec~dad for you vhen yc u re- ! 
c eive t nci.it trt~ins e t 0 1 :he e q u·· · ·-·.:.er.. t ~·c .:. I 
y our birthdc.y or 2.t Cilr i::.;h1,'.'..s. Y. o i:. n i i. i. l 

. probo.bly b e hnppy rti t h t h i s for s o.:::e tii;: G s l 
b ut y ou sho ul d .::tl so l eGvo yourso~ f opon 
to t h e op t ions t hc t other 2c~lcs pr ovi d e . I 
Don 1 t be <f raid t o ge t r i d of your equip- ! 
ment ( thoug h and ad i n the HO~DCX? ) ru1f ! 
stnrt over again i n nn oth cr sc ~l c ~f I 
you fe e l th~t i t sui t s your i ntGr 0sts 0c~- ! 
ter. Of cour:~ ''l< y o u ·r:i.-e:..''.l· na:1t to s c r ;-,c 11- I 
b uil cl. i n on e sc etl e ,:nd builJ. your 1 .:-.y ou t 11 
ic1 '1:10thor, 

The sc nlos in us e todccy c.:-e,. i L i lY· 1 
creetsing order of siz e ~ Z ,N,TT ,00 , HC , S ~ ' 
O and live s te.:'.ln (m<-ny s izes· ·- u:.:; u:-,lly l 
specified ns c.. f r act i on of a n i~c h per . j 
fo o t of the pr ototype, G- J!, · f 11 l 1. ve 3tJ <.'.l:~ ; 1 Of these sc ~l es , Z ( 1/22s;, ~ s ·· .. : c 31~1:..~l l cs ·:.., . 

and the 11errest o f t Lo s c a l e s ::;o_ ui.pmc ni: j 
and supplies c.re limi t ed in thi s s ~ o.l e I 
<Uld most nw.terinls .:: ... !·" -:: f r oi:i -:h 2 G.:;; r mc.n ! 
f i rm, Mnr 1.U·:.:.:n. As thi s is c.. 1'. crr c:.., .:clo ., ;;·o t• l 
might want to w.:ci t until i;1 or e :nC'.ter:i_ .:c'c l 
becomes a vnilabl e befor e dcc id~n~ t o ~oa u ll 
in it. i 

N scale, 1/160 1 s the next b icGest ! 
scc-_le nnd it is c urrent l y t h e secc:! .. mo ..:; ·.:: I 
popul nr model sc o.le. I I" yo \A wish t o c r e<1te ! 
overall s cenic e ff ec ts .:end have l o~G tr C'.in ~ 

in et minimum c,rn ount o s pc,cc - iJ scC'.l c :;.s l 
probably y our bet b c;; t i : ·.- t o ~.n oEo.pi .~·e c .:c·.: ! 
be built on th« t 4x8 1 piece o f pl~~o o j j 

~O s c a l e ( 1/[ 7) is ]resen tly the most 
p opul .::.r uod el r c:ilroading sc c:le and it 
i s l ::< r.o; e e no ugh t o permi t n fo.ir o.mount 
of de c:::'. i l 1 but s ma ll en ough to allow a 
~ ~ir ly l ong mo.i~lin ~ t o f it into your 
o. v c r~;c _ basement . T~er e is a wea lth of 
r G::.i..!.y to r w-:: <.i: d c r~i. f t s;;1 c.n k its in this 
ti c ,-,_: :; .-:i.::d '.'. ::; o oc. ;-,_ u:_::oeL' 0 f scratchbuilding 
o.nd Js to.i: pnrts o.~ s c . I f you nre un-
d:;c i d ed o~ n s c o. lGJ pi ck 3 0 ~s i t nill 
be t ho ea sies t t o r e s ell i ! y ou decide 
·'-Il C t.l;er scc:le sui t c yc\JJ:: i :1te ::-·es t s better. 

,s sG .:c. ~ e 1, : / t) 4) '1.~ 2 1)e C!:. r:isknnmed the 
s crntchbuild~r ·s s c ~l o oac c..us e of its 
s ize .~:1 c'. t ~1 0 li:cc. ,\: of re~tdy t o run equip­
~ ent . Eow cv or 1 A~or1c 2n 7 l yer trains cnn 
t e conv er t2d i~t 0 S nn d t~ ar e has been a 
defi~·li t 0 E upr'.) Ve!:.1cnt L l tha nmoun t of 
~ :::'. t er i~l s th:::'.t en~ te hnd i n this scc..lc. 

O .sc ctL :: ( 1/~ .. J) j_ c p er ho.ps t ho oldest 
scccl e: l"1 ~xis :-. c_:.1:c c c.r.d :_f yo;,i l ike to 
s up er d etc..il yo ur ~q uipm ent t hen you raight 
be i n t or a tcd i~ O sc ~l e I t s size limits 
t J:.c ~JJ O Lrn t c f t r ,'.'_cl<;: y ou c .:u1 J:. ,:-..ve, unless 
of co ur se you 11:-o.v o '.'.. r oa lly b i G basement 
.:-.t yo l.:: - J. isposo.l • .R eo.cly t o r un equipment 
i s o.v ~il~Jlc , =l~ ~o aome CTh~t limited and 

equi?D uLt ~o~: : pr coo j l y b e f un , uut 
yc,1;. prc:.c t:::_c :-lly r. ecci. <:>. me.c hi ne shop to 
bu".la -th ~ c~: L"i pi:io1: t , no t t o r.1 en tion money. 

tcb l ;; t b :; 0::3 t o Y. :CL~ p :::.. c o f \'Iho.t liv e stenm 
c ccn ':c t urnec °i !'.tc , bnt t h12 r c 0-re a nULlber 
o i' p~. ~cG s .:c.r'J -.:. nC:~ t i1c co un t ry rthich have 
oxte:1ci v8 l C-J C L1.t s 1.n1 ·cctoors rrhere equip­
;::ent c::-,n L0 n .c:. on. 

l L ~ddi tian . t t 0r0 is o.l ~ o tinpl ate 
;;1ou ::: L : •ilnch c on s i st.'.3 ri1o s t ly of Lionel 
n2~. d ::i ·c:-i e r s uch eq uipment -, Lion el is not 

:1 o"t~ fo ~'\. d -:; i :1 .:; t c.nd::: .. T cl d Gc rcci..s ed size fron1 

~2u pr oto ~ype o.nd b ec a us e the cq ~ipment 

a p0rnt cc f r om n thir i r nil ~hich is In c ertnin nreas, s uc h ns c r~ fts~c.n k i t o i 
nnd dec o.l s :: selection ~- s . s overel~r l i1~ i -'.: 8d 3 I i:1 
but there is o.n oxcellen~ selec t J~~ ~n ~os 1 

bch:e c;1 the t ,·10 r un nin g r c:ils. 
I n ~ddition to t ~ o b nsic sc a les, there 

other nrec..s, especic..lly in roo.dy ~o run ! i s ".l so t ~ ? 3c..r ro ~ g uc..c e s s uch a s On3, 
equipment· I 'i0n2f,- (or IfOi:.30); .Sr,2 .. .:: tc . The s mall 

TT and 00 c,re bo': h o:.i.. ,1 or r=:c.:c.l <" s r1hic 11. ! ' 11 1 i n -ch ..:: t c 2·,.1 u e .".ris n ,-:rroP nn d the 
are pretty much o ut o f use no~ , ~~ t~ o~Gh I 
some tra ck .:::-.ncl c: f e n ready t o rui;. r::o.r s c.-.n I! 

be found; horre v c r ; y ou r:ill ~ro1x ·. 0 ly h.:i. v e 
to scrntc hbuild every thi n g also yo ~r sel f . l 

! 

n wJtcr c:. f tc~ it ~ c~aa t he rt i dt h bet\'leen 
. . J .. d 0 - l d 0 L ~ e r:t i _ n 2 ~ s ; so n) ~ou meo.n 
c~~cc narro~ rti~h ~ sp ".c i n g of three feet 
b0t,·1e2n t h e :-:c::._.i.h 2 '.6.s (nor li1c..l dist.::nc e 
'.:>e'.;rr ;;: e: n t h o r ,~ils is '-: ; (}"). contfd on 10 

... , 
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Intro to Model fa;.ilroadinc (::o::t 1 J .:.:.c:J ~r:.:;: 
( I 1 ) ,1 · . . 

-.,._/ 

people does not chc.nGe i n nc..rrov GUnGe ; 
just the size of the trc.ck c:nd equipment. 
HOn2-} (EOn30 ) is c.11 exccmple of ,~_ nicrroi:r 
guage r1hich never hnd n prototype, but it 
is populc..r CJil011G modelers beccrnse it ,"'..llous 
the use Of H Gc ::cle trc.ck nnd trucl:s in no. 
Narro\'/ guc.ge r nilroG.ds rrere nbc.11doned yec..rs 
ngo so most nnrrou guc.Ge modclora LlOdol 
old time equipment. 

If you c.re c. ner1 modeler J you '.·rill prcr­
bc.bly find rnnny of tho terrns in this hobby 
confusing o.t first; I vill nov explc.in 
some of the tcrras used in ~his c.rticle 
and some thc.t nerenit. Prototype refe2·s to 
the real thinG ~ rrhc-,t :; oi.1 c-.re S'.lp:poaocUy 
mo.king c. i:lOdel of; it iG c.lco ~c1 ·J'.m .:-.s 
1211 to the foot scl'.le. Scrc.tchbuiJ..dini:; 

Dotc\il pnrts c.re pc.rts you co.n buy 
nhich you cc.n c.cld to c-. l~i t to u.::-.~:e it 
reseni1ble tho prototype more closely. 

Co.st detnil pnrts refer to detc.il 
parts thnt Here cnst from sorne type of 
metal ns opposed to those thnt nre mnde 
from plnstic. 

s t 7 rene is n plnstic used in model rail-
r onding to build rc.ilroo.d co.rs nnd structures 
It is usuc..lly bought i n nhite sheets o..nd 
co:·11es in et vnriety of thicknesses, 

Cnrdstock is :'- tough form of cc.rdbord 
nhic~ is also used to create models c..nd 
such; honever, because it is very thin 
it is used to fc.shion very thin pnrts 
such ::-.. .s \~o oderi .:tccirr1nys on tho betck of 
c.. bu:ilding. C<.u- dstock cc.n not usunlly 
be bouc;ht from n supplier, but ordinc:-..ry 

cnrdboard from store bought mec.ns nbuilding from sc r:::·cch11 ns o~Tposod lfi~e.co.rds o.nd 
to putting together a kit. Actuc.lly ~ very 1 sh:::..r i::s o.re the tuo mntcric.ls genernlly 
fen persons build completely from acro.tch . l'~un~ ilized nhen some is needed. 
Colilli1ericnlly uc.dc plo.stic sho.1)08 ·' styro~1e ~ 
scribed nood, c 1st detc.il s, motors c.nd ! 
trucks cc.n be uL .. lizGd for n ElOd t)::'.. c-.nd it 'i' MEMB:sRSHIP FIGURES: Gerry Dobey, TAMR 
still c c.n be conaiderod scrc.tctbu.:'..l-C· Sec1· ote..ry 

Kitbashing (sometil.;1es c c.lled crosskittini:s) I 
refers to tcll:inG ty10 l:its either tlrn s.:we ! TOTAL MEMBERSHIP.·(8-20-78): 140 
or different c.nd combining them in uc.vs tlv1J .. B ' ·. fci.l·. lo • " rcnxu. oy:!'l as vis . 
rJ0J1ufncturer had not intended t hus molang I 
c. distinct r.1odel for yoi.;r pike. Tinpl.:>.to l B_~g__i.on Amount Percentage 

refers to toy trc.ins c.s oppos ed to sec.le l 
l Al l eghenv 3i· 22% models; generally this term n on applies " 0 

to older toy trccins becc.uco the differencec Canadian 9 6% 
betneen the tuo in recent years hC'..s sorue- Central 54 38& 
\'!hat diminished. Overseas 1 .. . 7% 

The fraction nfter the different scnles Southern 14 10% 
· Wes tern 19 13% in this C'..rtiulo refers to the saales 

relo.tionship to the prototype. For exc.Ji1l)le,' All renewal no tic es and membership 
HO scc..le is 1/07 the size of the prototype cards will be sent along nith your HOTBOX 
Or to put it n different rlC'..Yi it tclrns [)7 this procedure will not only SD.VO the 
HO boxcl'.rs plnced end to end to equc..l the TAMR time, but money also. Those who did 
length of one prototype boxc .:.r. , not receive tho Nov/Dec 1977 i.ssue of the 

The terns lnyout cmd pike refer to the j HOTBOX a re to inform th~ Secretary when 
pl cm of o. model r c.ilroad or the r.1odel rGil~ your ronowal notice com es and your mcmber­
road itself these tenw r,re used frquently I ship will bo extended o~issuo. This offer 
beco.use ~hey c.re shorter them tho tno nords .

1 
docs not c..pply to those wh o have j oincd 

r,1odel rc.ilroc.d • tho TAMR a ft er Dec 1977. 

A crc-.ftrnilcu1 ICit reforo to c. kit nhich L.---------------------­
contains all the necessc.ry mc.teric..ls for I 
you to construct the riJodel, 1.Jut you usuo.lly I Of Prptotypicnl Inter est: 
have to cut the ra~torinls to size ~nd ocl~e 
openings fol' r1inclons, doors, etc for your 
self. 

Re::ldy to Run cienns th.'.\t you c o.n t nke it 
out of the box c.nd place it directly on 
your lnyout YJithout puttinc t oGother nny 

mc.teric-:.ls c,t nll, 

Santa Fo has once again won the 
Harriman Awo.rd for being number one in 
omployoo snfoty among Amcricn 1 s r o.ilroC\ds 

Tho m7o.r d wc..s ostc..blished in 1913. by 
E H Hnrrir:w.n' s nidow o.nd out of tho lo.st 
six mmrds gi vcn, tho Sc..n ta Fe has non 
five, Our congrndul nt ions nro oxtondod 
to tho Santa Fe and its omployoos! 
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! STATE OF THE ART AND S\'JITCH i"Lfl.CHINES 

Ho\'lever, mnny are quite conscienc,e .. of :. , .. . : .. :. 
· "State of the art" is ·n term us ed to their presence -nnd hnve devised nays pf .·.:: .·: 71J ' ~ 

describe the advc:u1c efilents m.:J.de in n po..r- hiding them. This not only includes cnmo.u"."'/'. .' T ·., 
ticulc..r profession or hobby over the yeo..r flnging, but in extreme case even burinl~ 
Compared to earlier model ro.ilroo.ders , \'le Perhaps the only reason why . .the perfeci;::. : ~ · 
hnve it pretty good in this hobby· Y!here unsightly· .. switch mnchine hnsn1 t been in- .. :. ··1 
they hnd to scro.tchbuild, n e Cl'.11 buy rendy vented i'4 bece.use you hnvo too mnny vnr-
mnde; v1here they devoted c..11 their time to ieties to choose · from. · If you . look thr~ . . 
model building; VJe cnn develop .:J.11 c..spccts. the various cntnlogs ~ you will undoubtly ,; 1· .; -:; 
of n rnilrond in raininturc, right dorm to find severnl br2.llds o.vnilnble o.long \'J~tn -,;·:,. .• ;:. 
the fine detdls; Yet ho,·1 fnr hc.ve th.i.ncs s eucr[t]. different types of linknges. If. .... . . . . 

I 
really ndvnnced? j thes e do not suit you, you cnn build your 

I will ndmit . thnt grent c.dvc.nces hc.ve I own.from c..nything rnne;ing frOLl ·bits of 
been made in the nren of · control of our \'lire to springs to electric motors to 
railronds because we hCtve utilized tha rclnys v. nll hnve been usede. Of course, if 
nevi o.dvnnces in the electronics industry; ! Y' U r!ish to be prototypicnlt the points 
trruisistors 2 diodes, inteGro.ted circuits have to move s-1-o-w-l-y, not nt 100 mph. 
nnd even computers cdn be used to better In fnct, sometimes the procedures for 
run our railroc..ds. Yet Linn \'/ estcott 1 s mcl~ing your O\m muchincs cnn be ns com"' 
book, How to \'/ire yom:- M0-... -..LE21..lrond } is pl:iyc:;nted o.s wiring. q ·super sophJ.sticCtteu 
still considered by mo.ny the bible of ~

1 
trnhsistor throttle with momentim. nnd · , .. 

model rnilroad control and the lnst time . braking features. Articles show how to 
it was updc..ted ~ns 1959. . build machines using surplus part~ and 

This brings us to the subject nt hand-1 the only trouble \'rith thnt is--you cnn 
switch mCtchines. Hhy svritch mnchines? not find the pnrts the nuthor used, 
Because they shOVl us hon little model r nil ;' rendering his excellent article worthless. 
ronding hc,s renlly o.dvnnced over the ye.::rs'"< Consequently,- in my opinion, n switch 
Look in the model mngc..zines 1 you \'fill ruachine/track switch lobby should be formed 
notice thnt every yeCU' soLleone comes up to mnke trc..ck producers come up with a 
with a neYI idea on hon to control trnck mCtchine that can be nttached to the s\·litch 
switches. Still the senrch continues for .:md plnced in the roadbed. The procedure 
the perfectly designed nnd affordable should be so simple that n child of four 
switch machine. Now vc..rious model rnilrond could do it, for some of our more ex-
trnck producing compnnies mnke excellent perienced modelers, nnd it should work 
sv1itch mo.chines for their tro.ck switches, 100% of the time. Oh yes, one more thing, 
except for one problem--they nre mounted the cost should be easy on the pocketbook, 
on the switch in plnin vievr.. If you don't I know these o..re strict stnndards, but we 
mind nn ugly piece of plnstic along side have to fight for quality these days. Now 
your track sv1itches, you prob<:i.bly Y1on•t I nsk you, how fc..r has model rnilronding 
notice them after .:t\'Ihile, but \'mit until ndv.:i.nced, v1hen vrn can't even come up with 
you have visitors over! This nill be one n universnl S\'/itch mnchine for nll scnles? 
of the first things they point out to you. If \'le c nn do it for couplers, why not for 
Yet no mntter whnt anyone snys, you cnn switch ma.chines? 
pursue this hobby in v1hntever v1ny you \'i'ish 
and that includes viennble snitch machines 
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