#138

MARCH/APRIL 1976

r

-~

Chicago, Rock Tsand and Pacific
No. 621, Aleo DL109 nepowered by
EMD. Drawn by Frank Chadwick.

S——

in_

thas dsslies . ._l
TIM BISHOP'S P C & P

" COLORADO RAILFANNING
_ELECTION INFQRMATION

«




oy gP R e L/Jé

What I have to say this timec is mainly about the Hotbox itsclf,
First, sincc I've. been asked, articles do not nccessarily appear
in the next issuc after they're sent in, The factors influcncing
when your artiecleo will appcar include what clsc I have alrcady of
a smilar subjcct; your articlets length and how long it can sit
before becoming stalc, other content of the issuc coming out,
and cven the weather, For cxamplce, I have 2 number of layout
articles, If I were to put all these in the next issue, it would
bo dull, wouldn*t it? So I balancec things out with scme others
and hold the layout articlec, Agnin, I work with limitecd space,
so somc articles, usually very short or very long, must wait for
a spacc, cspeccially short oncs, But an article on railfanning with
currcnt dotails,; likc schedules, can s it much lcss than one
describing an historic main linc, Articles about modeling are good
for winter, but rsilfanning is best done in the warm wecather, So
these arce the major considcrdtions, but things like getting a
varicty of authors also matters, along with whether your article
is denc well cnough that I can just type it, or whether it!s written
in a smudged script that looks like Egyptian,

= The othaor natiorshsqhatof stafl, 18 porticuler, tho cidbor-and————

publisher., Doug has done a finc job of publishing th¢ Hotbox well
and gotting it cut on timec, but is going to college this fall and
cannot continuc,  If we don!t have someconc clse to do this job
now, therec will not be time to make arrangcements and have a person
.Traincd in August. You don't ncecd to know anything about printing,
just be willing to help get the HB out on time. I am preparing for
my final undcrgraduatc ycar and cammot remain too long, cither,

- To be. a good cditor, you must know the language quite well,- and
bec ablec to run things on schcdulc, If you can do this, you should
ccnsideor -this position if it interests you, A1l I ask is That wo -
preparc now for replacing jpcoplc, not delay vuntil the last minute,
These of you who have been members for a whole know what happens
when we do_ that,

Finally, consider going to Chicago this summecr, and votc for the.
two offices which we're having clcctions for,

E )
#Fgw\4*u¢;rgu\a4\ah ;ana%er‘..

Hello to all TiMR membérs and officers, As new circulation
manager, I hopc to get all Hotboxes and official publicaticns to
you on timec.
If you cver have a complaint abcut not getting any publicatinn
or any other problem concerning publication circulation, feel frece
__to writc or call mc: Edward Shelby, Route 2 Box 52, Pulaski TN 38L78,
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76 ~ONVENTION

Preparations for the joint NMRA/TAMR Railfun !'76 Conventior in
Chicago are underway, Here are the details as they stand now,
NMRA: August 10-15 at the Hyatt Regency O!'Hare and Holiday Inn
OtH-re/Kennedy, located two blocks apart near Chicago's O!Hare
airport. Full registration is $35.00, with warious options
available, A double room for four at the Holiday Inn is $37.00
for those attending. Activities will include a tour of the
Illinois Railway Museum, prototype facilities, clinics, model
tours, and a tour of EMD for the first 500 who sign up (300 are
registered so far),

You do not roscd to be an NMRA member to attend the NMRA
convention, just come up with all the money,

TAMR CONVENTION: Will be held immediately after the NMRA
convention, Our registration will bec about $10-15, and will cover
the whole show exccpt lodging and the like. We will probably work
out our own housing, and you arc frce to arrange for any other type
you like, Anyone who pays our registration fee and bchaves can
go to the TAMR convention, 3

The activitics of thc TAMR convention arc not sct, but we
hope to include some sort of wisit to Rooscvelt Road, which runs
over the south throat to Union Station, and a fantrip to Joliet,
where the AT&SF and Rock Island cross, We hope to take the Turbo
onc way, and possibly a Highliner part way back (or there).

We will try not to have activitics during the NMRA convention,
tho we have a room for meccting during it. We also hope to have
& slido show, "swap so8%ion, "busincss mcecting, ~nd banguct,

It will be possible to stay afterwards, if you makec arrangements
before the convention, hopcefully at houscs, and take in morc
activitics or rcpcat somei however, this is not an official part
of' the convention, We will arrange and conduct activitics, but
they arc a scparate cxpense to you,

Further information will be printed in the Hotbox from time to
timc ahd scnt to members who indicate an interest in attending,

If you have a specific question, writc onc of the committee
chairmen, ' ]

Tim Vermande and -Doug Johnson

Co-chairmen, 1976 TAMR National Convention
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Directorics were mailed in mid-February to all mombers, If you did
not receive onc, plcasc inform the Scerctary. —///

l REMEMBER TO VOTEY
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prototype & railfanning: tim tonge

S E \/F_

Take-a state that has over 300 days of sunshine a year, add to this some of

" the best mountain scenery in the world, blend in 6 major railroad lines, a town
which not only runs the largest diesels ever made into and out of it, but also
a non-Amtrak train with F9's on the point and what. do you have? Denver,-
Colorade, and some of the best railfanning possibles To the west of the eity:

-are the great Rockies and the Denver, Rio Grande and Western, to the south

-the DRu&ﬂ/Santa Fe joint track to Pusblo, to the east the Rock Island Union
Pacific ard Burlington Northern lines, and to the north the Union Pacific and -
Colorado & Southern lines to Wyoming. In short, plenty of variety to choose from.

 Arriving from the eastern Plains is the Rock Island, Union Pacific, and :

- Burlington Northern. The Rock Island line enters Colorado from Kansas, and splits
‘at Limon. The southern line goez 128 km (80 mi) to Colorado Springs, while the
northern line joins with the Unicn Pacific for the 144 km run to Denver, :- s
Arriving in Denver, the Rock leaves the UP and shares the north yard with the-

- DRG&W., The Rio Grande is the ovmer and operator of the yard, with the Rock -

Island paying rent. Generally, the RI runs two extra- trains each day each way

- on the joint line to Limon. These trains can run anytlme, and frequently travel
at - spaeds over 112 kpn {70 mph). , ;

Using the same line to Limon as the Rock, the Union Pacific has two :
scheduled trains a day cach way. The inbounds, trains 117 and 157, generally
arrive at the UP yard in Denver between 2 and 3 am. These trains are from

Kansas City, and sometimes have foreign power on them, Presently Norfolk &

' Western units ars the most common, altho Rock Island units have also been seen.

Outbound trains to Kansas City from Denver are 118 and 156, 118 can be seen in
mid-morning, while 156 leaves about midnight. If foreign powsr does arrive, it
is generally sent out on these trains. As on the Rock, tralns move along
‘this-line at high speeds. i -

. The UP's other line into town comes from the North and Wyoming, and is

; called the DP line. Many more trains are run on this line than the KC line:

- # - northbourd (from Denver) southbound (to Denver)
"+ RO-f -1223am to North Platte : LAD 10-11pm from California
RO-2 2-5pm * North Platte - - NAD 1-4pm - : Pocatello
DAS 10-11pm Salt Lake City .DEV ‘- 2.am _ North Platte-
DPM  anytime Pocatello . . - OMD 6-9am °  Omaha
DCM  3.30pm Cheycnne CDX eanly am Cheyenne :
MNQX anytime Salt Lake City MNQA anytime Salt Lake City.-

‘Power on the UP is very interesting, with anything from DD40°'s and U50°s
to GP30B's being used, On ocrision, Southern Pacific power has come in and
- gone out, along “with N&W units, s
Another carrier. that comes in from the east and the Great Plains is the
- Burlington Northern. Two.lines enter Colorado for the BN, and merge at Brush ,
CO. -Fr~m here to Denver the track is CTC single track with sidings controlled
at Denver. The BN has three trains..each. day scheduled:

" zastbound (from,Danpr) westbrund {to Denver)

64 6-8 pm to Chiecago 63 anytime from Chicago
100 8-11 pm Towa . 163 anytime Chicago
122 6-9 pm Pacific MWW 9G anytime Towa

In addition, BN runs & number of -coal trains thru the day, with loczls. A total
of 12 main lins trains c¢an be sezn on a good day. (continusd)
(Ei;>



Tonge, continued

. A Burlington Nprthern subsidiary, the Colorado & Southern runs from
New: Mexico to Wendover, WY. South of Denver, the line uses the joint
AT&SF/DRGW 1line as far as Pueblo, then shares with the DRGW until Walsenburg,

. CO where it has its own track. DNorth of Denver, the C&S has its own track

all the way to its northern terminus, ¥Wendover. The CAS does. not run that
many trains on its line, but they are the trains that run in the daylight in
the area, The four major trains are 77, 78, 141, and 142, Trains 77 =nd

78 run from Seattle to Galveston, and can be seen in the afternoon. Train

142 is from the BN and can be seen in early afternnon, 141 is an early morning
train., Along with these four trains, an BRI train runs between Denver and
Lovelandy: COy northbound in the early morning ard southbound in the late morn.-
ing. During beet scasong a number of extras are run north out of Denver to
the Great Western Railroad connections and Longmrunf and Loveland, A number
of locals are also run, ind some extras on the joint line.

Altho not a Donver railroad; the Grzat Western is close enough to be
mantioned. The GW is 2 shortiine that runs from Longmount to Loveland to sewrve
the sugar companies in the srea. Most bysy during the beet season (june thru
December), this railroad has a flest of § SWi’s in two paint schemes. Engines
are usually run in pairs, 2nd zre most liksziy to be found in beet season.

The Santa Fe, altho vary big in southern Colorado, ~nly operates 2 train
in and 2 sut of Denver a day. These trains usually have 3 units on the point,
and are sent out on the next train after they arrive. The inbound trains are
403 ard 414, leoving a night ard 3pm respectively. Any type »f unit may be
found on these trains, with Fi5%s alresady showing up.

~ Am~ng the many industrial lines in Demver, Cargill's is perhaps the
ecasiest to ses. Located ncar DRGW®s.north yard, Cargill has two small
units, a green 65 tonner and a yellow 44 tonner.

Porheps the busiest railroac in Depver—is ke Denvery Rio-Grendey &-
Western. This railroad has 2 lines out 2f Denver. The southbound line goes
to Pueblo, then turns west; while the Tunnel ILine hecads wost directly.

As the name implies, the Tunn=t Line is the line which has many tunnels; including

the third largest and preobably most famsusg railroed tunnel in the United States,
the Moffat Tunnel, Between Dgnver and Moffai, a distance of 80 rail

kilometres (50 mi), the Grade gces thru places only accessible by rail. The
scenery here is undescribably, with beautiful being a conservative term. It is
these mount ns that John Denver sings about, and perhaps where the best skiing
in the world takes place., It is an aresa ~f unspriled beauty, with 14,000 foot
mountain peaks all around. And -~n the west side of the C-ntinental Divide snow
falls from September to Junc, with summer snow not uncommon, The railrsod
fights a 2% grade out »f Denver to ths tunnel, with 4 and 6 unit lashups

and 2 to 4 pushers cormmrn., S-curves 2boutd, as do bridges over many small,
swift streams. On the wost side of the tunnel the grade eases, but not the
beautiful, breath-taking scenery. Many trains run daily on this line, inecluding
the Denver Zephyr.

The Denver Zephyr is the DRGW train out »f Denver to Salt Lake City. The
train leaves Demver »n Monday, Thursday, ani Saturday, amd arrives from Salt
Lake City ~n Tuesday, Friday, and Sunday. On the point »f this train are
F9A 5771 and F9B's 5762 and 5763, with a steanm generator car from a PA. During
the winter ski szason, a sec~nd train called the ski train runs from Denver
to Winterpark ski area on Saturdays., This train lsaves minutes after the
Zephyr and is powered by Geeps. It 21s» returns the same day. This was the
train that was the insptikati-n for the TV wvie !Runaway?®, which was filmed
in the R-ockies between Denver and Winterpark.
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Tonge,'continued

B30 s T nove et v AT freizlit schedules

' Denver, Tunnel Route Joint Line _
# leave # arrive # arrive # leave
87 - 5. %sm 54  6,00pm 68 11.00pm 67 4,00pm =
83 6.00am 34 6.30pm 66 3.002am 65 9.00pm-
85 10,00am 42 . 8,00am

97 12.0ipm 48 9,00am

89 12,10pm 36 9.00am

81 5.00pm 52 6,00pm

95 &.0%pm

99  3.00pm

Of coursz, the schedule d~es not reflect the locals and extras that run.
‘Power »n the Grande is all EMD, and pool power is rare, except on the western
part, Thes raster of the Rio Grande includes GP9, GP30, GP40, SD7, SD9,
SD45, SDUST, =2nd the F's,

Urdzn )tatl“ﬂ in Denver is the home of an SCL E6, Whlch is currently
being st-red for a2 roiifan. According to the many rumors about it, he
is presently trying t» sell it to any-ne who will not serap it. TWO Amtrak
trains vse Uninn Station as they stop and transfer engines.. Generallw, two
SDPLO¥'s power the trains into and nut of Denver. The units arc assigned to
the BY shops for service,

ALl 9n all; Denver is a town that can truly whet a rallfan s apretite,
2nd mest railfans agree that as railroad towns go, this -ne can and ens fill
you uc witn its many offerings. And to think that I only dealt with the
Denver area, not the busy Santa Fe in southern C-~lorado, the DRGW narrow
gavge steam operatirng . . .the 1list goes »n and -n. Try a bit of Western
raiifanning Colorado style s-metime; I think you will like it.

T-LCHDH‘»

_GREAT LiKES~-Athorpts arc b01n~ made to got an OfflClal orsanizatibon

in this rogicn going galn, Anyone intercsted is skod tﬂ contact
Tim Vermande.

The Chicago Division has decidod to sponsor the 1976 “TAMR
~convanticn, which will be hcld in Chicago in August. Any arca
‘members who have not been contacted should write or call Doug

Johnson cr Tim Vermonde, Arca members arc also advised that a
numbcer of mects arce being planncd for this summer,

UESTERLE : ALl formor WCR AND NWR members are asked to join and
supparbitbe geoion, which 13 roing strnnb despite its small
membership, The rate is $1.50 for six issues (onec year) from
. Mark Morgan, :

© ALLEGHENY; is pushing on, precparing for clcctions which will soon
.be held. An article in the last Dispatcher deralt with wecathering,
suggesting moethods like animal droppings, burnt caramel, and
spitting on bexcars nfter cating a Hershey bar. We also sow a
picture prporting tec be the Hotbox cditor in a Phlladclphia
trolley car.
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layout: Tim Bishop

/" / : The PC&P is a small shortlinc
! % i % strugeling to stay slive in the
‘ s 1930's, It originatecd from a
track plan publishced in Railroad
2 L Model Craftsman., Its major purposc

is to scrvo a large coal company,
in'additicn to other small industrics, The passcnger scrvice is
light,

The rallroad is still in the constructli-n phasc, but is
ncaring complction, The benchwork is cookic cutter tvpe, with 2
grid.frame, PFor thec basic roadbed I uscd a " layer of plywood
with a 3" layer of Homasotc on top. Next I 1aid out the track
plan with track cn the Homasoto, traced the outside tiec lines,
and had it mappecd out in no timec,

Follcwing the cutting phase, I raiscd all of the eclevations on
small supports of scrap wood. The track is all scetional or

3 foot lengths. I have completed the mainline and have been
filling in thc rest since,

The sccnery is hardshell with zip texturing., This is a
very good method and goes on very quickly. Most of the structurcs
arc AHM, My motive powecr consists of an AHM 0-6-0 switcher and
a Tyco Pacific, The pikec is very good for two train oprration,
altho I have not wired it.for that yet.

Becausce this is my first railroad, I!'ve madc many mistakes,
and thc pikc is besioged with problems. As 2 result, when itls
summer and. I have some time,  I'm thinking of tcaring it down ond
starcingTnnowit T hag Beern & Lot of *fun,»5ho,-ond T 11

KEEP ON TRLCKIN! -}

DIRECTCRY CHANGES AND CORRECTiONS

LT

Matt McDonough, New address: .wyAﬁdrew Dick, phone is (201)-

Star Rout : : =
S ute . : 538-4855, not 4955

East Burke, VT 05832 2

Dana Belton, Zip code is 52051, not
23057 :
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prototypc: ?hristophor Je SBucklar:
NEV YORK £ L ONG FHANCH

Most pcop;ﬁ llving in thc geoneral arca of New York City know
that you can "get away" from city life by catching a train to the
central Jerscy scashorce., Despite the fact that I live a mere 10
milcs from the Atlantic, I hate the entire shorcline of the Gardcen
Statc. The. only thing thet catches my attenti-n is the Mew York
and Long Br;nch Railroad, over which thr bankrupts Penn Central
and Jcrscy Central run: th01r passcngers and frecight, The NY&LB
has its starting point at Elizabethport, NJ, wherc it goes thru
hecavy industry, mostly in the. form of roflnorlos until it joins
the PC at Perth Amboy,. NJ, Just adross the Raritan Bay 1is South
Amboy, and from this town the NYLB continucs southward to its
terminus at Bayhcad Jct. However, passcnger trains arce routed on
the Northeast Corridor to. Rehway, 1 \J where the two-track olecctri-
fied PC is in command until Scuth ! mboy, NJ.

South Amboy is by far thc most intcresting and ~ctive tﬁwn
a2long the NY&LB. The 'first rcason is the cnding of cleetrificatinn,
PC uscs GGl:s on its shore trains and switches them off at Amboy
end puts on E7 or E8ts, CNJ, on thc other hand; runs totally c¢n
GPLOP's or GP7's between BayhﬂQd Jct, and anark NJ, where on nust.
make -connections with PC, “mtrak, or P/TH to get to New York. T,
addition to the shore tralns PC runs "arrow2" commuters betwcon
South Amboy and New York, On the South Amboy side ~f the Rariten
Bay, there is a righthand turnout which determines the destination -
of a train, cither NY&LB or PC sccondary main, A couple hundred
feet on tho sceondary track and we have another Gb?lCO, yard or
sccondary, The sccondary main follows the historic Camden & Ambry
main ang'cnds at Heightstown NJ, This linc misscs my abode-by 2
milc or so, The yard trackage takes us to the South Amboy Shops
where. on the sidec on can sce the overgrown by werds trackage leade—
ing to thc asbandoncd coal dumps., Cocal camc frozen and hnd to be
warmed before dumping into barges. The coal warmer and dumps stilil
romq1n, altho they are silcht. There are plenty of E8's and E?'
in the yard, a GGl, and other road cquipmenht,

On the rush hour trains to the coast there is a bar (morning
secscoffoe. & dourhnuts) and a loungc. CNJ oprrates cx-Empirce
Builddér coaches, still in GN colors and very comfortable. Therc
is still much beauty and clegance rldlng gtecel. rails aleng. the
polluted North Jerscy Coastl

[ NvaLB 7 - - :
T —~—~— South Amboy |
\Now Ybrk Clty : S an Bay

\ o 5 A= 53 ARA I P S

\

Newark Elizabethport
-\\\ S. Amboy |
‘yhead
{ Z-Po Jact.,
Rahway - ( Awmboy. y
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FOR AUDITOR:

Consitutional passagcs relating
to the offiéo of auditor:

3.2 The Auditor shall overscc the
organization's constitutional
workings,

3.5 The Constitutionasl Board
shall consist of two pcrsons
appointed by the EB, plus the
Auditor, who shall act as its
chidf 0 o F U Tha“CB. 8hgll o tho
final judge in all constitutional
disputes.s In addition, it shall
conduct all clecections. . :

EDWARD SHELBY, 19; Route 2,

* Pulaski TN 38078, E4 has been
active in thce TAMR for somc timec,
He is currcntly the Hotbox
Circulation Managecr, and has

becen candidate for President,

and a former lcadcr of the South-~
cast Region,

"They told me to make my platform1
250 words or lecss, so this is all
~Fleo tHINE ol 50, o80T ¢ - s bF, 0 lac b
cd, I will try to fulfill this
officc to the best of my agility?1
and I want to thank thec onc who
nominatcd me for thinking I would

be a good person for this officell

JOHN MCGREEVY, 19; 738 Camino
Durango, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360,
John writecs a lot for the Hotbox,.
and has becen a TAMR member for
a while also., He is currcently
involved in thc West Coast Reg-
ion rcorganigation,

"As auditor I hopc to usc hhis
position to further improve the
-TAMR, The auditor is.in charge
of consfitutional matters and
funs clecctions--fine, but what
clsc is he? Do we nced this

position? Ycs, wc vitally ncced
the function this office can
scrve. We have rccently adopted
a new constituion., Six of our
fincst members worked on it, but
these six cannot possibly repre-
sent all of our views, Amend-
ments may alrecoedy be on many
member! s minds, This is as it
should be, Our constitution is
our foundation and not only must
it be strong but it must bc a work-
ingitoole I hope, if clceted, o
rcceive plenty of proposals,
Unity must be stresscd, While most
of the T/MR is on the upswing in
my own rcgion, we still have but
8ix local mcmbers) It scems as
tho the TAMR has bececome an Eastern
syndicatec, and many local mcmbers
fecol alicnated, .
If you arc to have truc unity our
cleccted members should come from
all arcas of thc country. I speak
Hfor many herc im saying-we-have
something to céntribute »ut
we need to be heard, To help this,
I've contributed articles in the
past three ycars and am busy in
ion, :
‘Finally, no matter how, do votel"

These are your candidates for
Auditor, thc persen who will
run cledtions and hcad the board
making constitutional decisions,
7s wecll as a member of the Exce-

jutive Board which will govern the

TLMR, Read over carefully what
they have to say and choocse the
onc whom you fec¢l will best scrve
in this position, Then mark his
namec on the ballot, nlong with

a Trcasurcr (next page) and secnd
the ballot into Dalec Madison
before 17 April,

i
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FOR ThASURER

From the Constituion: E
3.2The Trcasurcr shall ovcrsoo tho
finanaccs of the organization,
7.1 A rcport on the finances .
should - B¢ mnde -periodically in -
the Offlcl 1 publlcﬂtlon. £

ART ﬂULLIGhN 183 Albion Collogc
22l Wesley, Alblon, MI 922,
Art has becen the T.MR Troasurcr
for the past two years, ~nd was
previously actiye 'in the Great
Lakes Rogion as a puollshcr and
plctLro~pr1ntcr¢ .

RAY BAKIM, 163 21 Clanss AV,
Paramus NT 07652

Ray has brhen a member of the. T[MR
for e couplc yoars and is active
in railfamning in his arca, odits
a railfan newsletter, and is
taking chairmanship of the Photo
Exchqngc Comm1ttec,

Grootlngs fellow mcmbors, I am
running for the officc of trcasur-
or of the TAMR armd~I am asking
for your support. I fcel that I
am very qualificd for the offiec
of treasurcr, heving scrved as
president and treasurcr of the
Bcrgon County Railfan Socilcty
sincc 1973. I am very cxpericnced
in kceping recerds as wignessed
from the BCIIS and am also on
advanced nccounting student,
andling money and keccping rccords
is right in my linec of work, If
clected, I can only promisc to

handlé_tho ‘TAMR's money with great|

carec..and to prescent finoncial
reports cvery two months in the
Hotbu_x.- 3
A4s for the Hotbox, I want to scc
its space used, ond used well,

to get the moqt out’ of our moncy,
and I will do my -part to keep it
going by wrltlng articles, and

2]

That's about all that I have to
say, - I'm surc t*ec people running
against me will say basically tho
S“mC thlngs, sc I yurge you to
carcfully look ithis over and then
"decide whom you will vote for,
Plecase .do not forget to vote, your
vote counts.and so_docs cv0rybody
clscts,

‘CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY, 15, 7 Dsbson

Rond, Old Brldgo NJ 08857

Chris® has bcen a- TuMR mcmbcr for
a couple of years, For the past -
ycar he has been Publisher of the

/1legheny Reginn newsletter,

»
"

These are the Trecasurcr candidates,
Now that you've recad this, mark -
geur votc, All you have left to
do is mail the ballots to:

TAMR Auditor-1976 Elccétion

Dalc Madison

342 Shepard Avenuc

Kenmore, NY 14217
before Aprll 17« This ia youn
big chancc to bec hcard and shape
TAMR policy., Make it countl
Remember, if you don't vote, you. .
have né right to.complain in six
months about: a rotten job being
donc}

(0.1}

helping in ~ny way possiblc,

MARK KA
4818 3 eel
Chicago, TN v 4



