ap-a-thy (ap'e-the) w. 1. Lack of feellng or emotion,
2. tack of interest in things generally found excir
ting, interesting, or moving; indifference: [Greek:
apathea, from apathes: without feelings] w2




Suppose they held an election and nobody voted: ¢

It wasn't quite that way, but almost, Eighteen people voted out
of 132 members, That!s around 154, Even in the last national
election more than 15% of the population voted, Maybe only 15%

of the membership cares,

But it's not lectures you are looking for, if you even read this,
itts the results. And here they are:

‘Mark Solomon, President

.Doug Johnson, Secretary
These are the people you now can blame when your membership
gets screwed up or when the HB is late, .
Both people are in the process of settling down into their new -
posts. Dale Madison, having relinguished his role as president,
secretary, and vice pr631dent has turned over his files to
them. Dale will remain vice president, until his term expires
next year,

Electlon results were compiled by Dale Madison and notarized,
copies are available from him at the address on the back pags.

YOU WONDER WHY THE HB IS SO DULL?
YOU WONDER WHY YOUR INTEREST ISN!'T REPRESENTED?
YOU WONDER WHY THERE'S LITTLE BUT REPORTS?

WELL, DID YOU TAKE THE TIME TO WRITE SOMETHING LIVELY?
DID YOU TAKE THE TIME 7O WRITE ABOUT YOUR INTEREST?

IF EVERY LETTER OF COMPLAINT OR WHATEVER WERE AN ARTICLE,
THINK OF WHAT WE COULD WAVE HERE.

@ |



r

FROM THE CAB 11w veamanue, epitor

APAWTY~-=T guess that's what this issue is about. Sure, we have
new officers, a third Hotbox on time, who knows what else, but--
~=0nly 18 people voted for the new officers, While I'm
sure they are good officers, do you suppose they feel confident

of a lot of support?

--0nly 5 people sent articles and an offer of help., That's
even worse than the election. At this rate, there will be
approximately nothing in the HB next time, But like we sald
you!ll get your sheet of toilet paper on time,

-=A number of people have been heard to complain about,
variously, the lack of modeling articles, the lack of prototype
articles, the lack of printing quality, the lzck of who knows
what else. One of the biggest complainers refuses to write on
the subject he thinks we lack. Neither have my complainers about
printing quality been quick to offer an eiectric typewriter or
offset machine,

»=Someone wondered where all the money goes, admitting that
his publicationts paper and work is free. ]

. Does this type of behavior make sense to you? If so, please
let me know howl! To be quite blunt, if you didn't vote, you heve
NO business griping about the offlc,e“aa If you don't write a
modeling, prototype, or whatever article, you have NO business
complaining that there aren't any., If you haven't done reason-
able thinking about the printing, you have NO business complain-
ing, If vou haven't examined our costs, you have NO hbusiness
saying itt's too much.

If I sound impatient, angry, disgusted, and put out with
the behavior of the organizaticn at 1errc 1t's because I am,
I, and I'm sure each of the other officers, have had their fill
of silly complaints, such as people who haven't paid their dues
wondering why they dontt get a Hotbox, let alone the normal
bull, If you aren't part of the solution, you're part of the
problem, and if you don't get off your rear, there will be only
problems, Remember the last year or so of‘TAMR "activity"? It
wasntt "bad officers", it was "bad members" who didn't pay
attention, didnt't. vote, didn't demand their money's worth and
so on ad infitum, ad nauseum,

There 1s‘11tt1e else to say. The illness, cure, and doctors
are obvious,

Mlnl-edltorla% ba51cally unrelated to the organization:

u a2, LY Ars A

2 o . P 5= S oL
gl v ) ™

"

Railfans are hereby adv1sed that EMD has taken another

giant p,r. step forward by making railfans unwelcome on the

property, .Yours  truly and a former secretary were quite rudely
kicked out (almost literally) by the EMD police, who must study

~at PCts snarl school,

I have a dream. . . Someday the Le 1igh Valleys, N&W's
and EMD's will say "Where are the railfans? Why don't they
help us? Why dontt they support us?" And just maybe, the fans
will have t™e guts to say, "We'd better keep off,..it!s private

property...we might get in the way," Bleah} <:::>



~OFFICE CAR1  MARK SOLOMON - -

Well, I'm presidenti :

I'd 1like to thank all those people who voted, I'd like to ~—
thank you not because you voted for me, but rather that you took
the time to vote at all, ’ ; £

- I'd like to begin to elaborate on my electi~n plat:”orm,
Pirst, the Hotbox: 1I'd like to sez s-me regular columns in the
Hotbox, (So would I} Ed.) One would be a column about members!?
railroads., Put vour fellow members on vour morning local and take
us on a trip of the road, It doesnt't matter whether your pike
is completed, under construction, or still on the drawing board,
let the rest of the TAMR know about it. Another colurn could be
on prototype railroads, Many of you have a favorite system, and
I'm sure the others would like t0 know about it. A third column

" could be an "experiences" column, You've been on fan trips or
train chases, so give us that anecdote about the time in this
yard, the time on that fan trip. We!d like to hear it.

Next are regions, I'd like to have some volunteers for
regional leaders,It isn't hard. What you would need to do
would be to send a newsletter every month or two. Regional
meetings are easy also; they could be held twice a year, It
could be one day or a weekend. Have the guys over to your

- house to run your pike., If it's under construction, have them

_ help build it. If you have a local railroad hotspot, in your
area or nearby, take them to it, At least youtll be meeting
fellow model railroaders and exchanging ideas. I can guarantée
you, everyone wWill have a good time, :

I will also say that if, by the nationdl convention, I have
no volunteers for regional leaders, I'1ll start drafting them,

; Well, I guess thatts it., See you all . in Dayton,

At this point, the TAMR part of the NMRA convention looks
very hazy, indeéd. Lone Fagle Payne says that housing was turned
over to the hotels themselves by IMRA, rates went from $3-85 per
person per night to $15. John Held is still trying to arrange :
somethring for us. It is technically too late to get in on things,
but you might find yourself in luck if you get moving now,

~ The squashing of Dayton plans has also blunted Chicago plans,
‘but anyone who is passing through the area is invited:to contact
Tim Vermande beforehand in an effort to get a few of us together
for railfanning. However, please respect our time and let Tim
know as soon as possible when you will be around, how you are
traveling, and what sort of accomodation you want, Specifically,
he needs to know how you are traveling, what time you might
arrive and where, do you want to stay at a hotel, ¢amp in the
back yard, or stay at a memberts house in the area, What do
you want to see, can you bring some slides?

[ R
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Dale Madison (who is now only the vice president, as it should be)

We've had an election at long lest. And two new people have
been elected, Doug and Mark are getting themselves adjusted to
their new posts and should be fully operational very shortly.

And equally, at long last, our remaining bottleneck has been
cleared up. Wetve got two new people who are young enough to
remain with the organization for some time and who maybe can give
us the service we have needed, Most everybody else from the
tgood ole days! is out of the picture and I guess I'm the only
one left, except for Tim,

You begin to relfect on things every now and again, About a
year ago there was serious doubt whether the organization could
. survive, But time has proven it could and did., The Hotbox is
out on a regular basis and we arc on solid ground, financially
and in membership,

But I personally wonder what itt's all for when only 18
people vote in an election. FBlections arc sort of fun things, yax
get to exercise whatever (usually the only) opportunity to say
how you want things run. But somehow it didnt!t turn out thet
Waye !

I do.congratulate those who did vote, The ballots I did
receive came- really fasb. One arrived before I had weeeived—
my Hotbox,

One thing the election points out is that even if you aro
a blinking idiot (no refercences or insinuations intended),
your name is well known to the mcembership,- you can get elected.
So participating, writing articles, letters, putting in ads or
whatever not only pays off for the organization but also for you,.
Not everybody will run for office, and cven fewer will make it.
But you have more influence in the organization and gain more
-prestige when you involve yourself., Pretty soon all of the peopls
now running the TAMR will be too old and the burden will be on
other people. Plan ahead and make an in for yourself}

BENGT MUTEN, WHERE ARE YOU? Y¥

There's been another change of address for Bengt Muten. The
Swedish army has caught up with him at last and if you want to
hetll be found.at:

55 04 02 ~ 1451
.Bengt Muten
Kas M

F 18, Flygvapnets SBdertﬂrnsskolor

S - lhé 00 Tullinge
Sweden



PROTOTYPES

PHIFADEL BHIA - EROERIES S oqs e

What I would like to do is make a series out of this most
interesting system, featuring a couple of lines in each issue.
Philadelphia has so many trolley lines that there would be
enough to write about for about ten issues, hopefully.

T consider my colleagues and myscif, as members of the
Allegheny Region, fortunate to be living so close to a "traction
haven", which is exactly what Philadelphia is. TI% is one of the
few US cities that still operate strectcars regularly, and we have
the highest concentration of trelley lines in the nation, tectaling
sixteen, For comparison purpcses Beston operatcs 5 lincs; Pittse-
burgh, 23 lincs; Now Orleans, 1 line; Cleveland, 2 lines; El Paso,
1 lire; and San Francisco, 6, :

The PCC car dominates all of Philadelphial's strcctcar routes,
which are operated by the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportatim
Authority (SEPTA). At last count, Philadclphia had a2 total of
312 PCCts running on its strects, most in fair to good condition,
SEPTA 1is currently in the process of a massive streetzcar overhaul
program, Irom which dozen of cur treolleys have been oubtshopped
sporting a clean, new paint schemc of orange, tan, and blue, quite
impressive for what were oncc shabby old PCCY¥s. Marny have becn
complectely rcbullt with better traction motors and breking
systems, as many of Philadelphiats lines have steep grades and

A
Also being installed in thec cars are fluorcgcent lighting, now
ccor, It then appears

LR

—rough curves, and-that!'s murder on 2z loaded trolley at Tush houri
e
]

vandal«proof scats, ard imprcved interior a
that from all the money being spent on this project, that SEPTA
is planning to keep its trollics arcund for a whilc,

The majority of US " eifies hevo Ted BPollcy lincs at one
time or another, but with the invention of the bus, most ma jor
citics have been quick to do away with their strecctears in favor
of this ncw, versatile, rubber-tircd conveyance. Evidence of
the trolley's oxistence 1s stilil apperent in many cities, New
York, for examplec, once had en extensive system, and meny of
their strcets still have rails. Atlantic City, New Jersey, once
had one of the largest seaside trollecy systems, now they have onc
of the largest scaside bus systems. FEven Philadelphia, at one
time, had many more lines than exist now, Onc expcrt says that
there were oncc over 250 separate trolicy lines in the city and
suburbs. Hard to believe, but true, for a 1948 edition of an old
Philedelnhia Transportation Company map shows over LO lines
alone. :

Why has Philadelphia kept so many of its lines in operatlon?
Is the trolley really obsolete? Well, in the first place, I have
always said that the people who ran the transit authority over
the years must have been thinking ahcad, for now wo have an
cnergy crisis upon us and a streetcar is about as pollution-frce

=



Phil:rdel. tiia Trollies, Mantnn, continued

as one can get, Another reason is that many of Philly's streects,
cspecially around center city, arc much too narrow for a bus to
squeeze through, while a trolley, even a big PCC, mancuvers with
case, So, if anybody says that the trolley is obsolete or past
its time, tell him to come to Philly.

Bofore the time of the PCC, Philadclphia operated just about
every conceivable type of streetcar, There wcre convertible cars,
which operned in the summer, work cars, palace cars, even such
odditics as special funcral cars and presidential cars. Of
course, these types of cars were operated during the heyday of
traction, which can be said to have been in the 1920s, Fventually
new types of cars werc designed, znd Philadelrhia tricd them
all. This brings us vp tc the mid-30fs, when the first PCC cears
were produaced. Philadelphia was sccond only to New York City
in accuiring the first PCC's, and they were put into service on
Route 53, the Wayne Avenue route, due to the fact that this linec
has the sharpest curves and stecepest grades in the city. Whet
better placec to test these newly=~acquired vchicles? The now
cars performed quite well on Route 53, and were soon put into
service on other routes as well,

Up to this point; many lincs had stube-type ends, and poles
have to be changed at cach cnd of the line, Because the PCC
cars had only one pole (singlec«ended), they could not be run on
these routes. O0ften, a route would end right smack in the
middle of thec strecet, and it would not bec possible to construct
a turning loop. So they were put inte scrvice only on t'-ese
routes already cquipped with turning loops at both cnds, or on
routes where it would be possible to construct such loops. The
older double-~ended trollics which filled out the roster were
opcrated on all other routes, Then we these older cars got too
0ld to run anymoirc, they were either scropped or sold, ana the
routes were torn up and replaced by buses,

We have many existing routes which at one time were much
longer than they arec today, but werc cut back due to economic
reagons, lack of serviece, or - -just to get buses relling, Onc such
route is Route 6, which ran between Broad and Olney Subway station
and Willow Grove Amusement Park in the suburbs. 1In the late 50ts
the route was cut back to its present length, terminating at
Cheltenham and Ogontz on the city line., The reason for the change
was that there was a new high school going up right in the right-
of-way, Also, the PA Rte.309 Expressway was being built, right
in the path of Route 6., So, when both of thesc projects were
completed the tracks were ncver put beck down because it would be
cheapcr to run a bus the remaining distance of the route, So
now therets a Route 6 trolley which runs to the city linc, then
you must transfer to a Route 6 bus for the rcst of the run.

I could go on about the trollies, but I will narrow myself
to the routecs themselves, just one or two in each issue, Thank

you 21l for your time, and kcep on trackin', <:::>



KOLSL! ¥G4 JEAN BRISSON

N SCALE ATLAS STAT ON

If you are bulldlng in 1 scala, ¥ bet.you -will.Bind.lots ol
tricks to enhancc your struciures, ‘Most of these buildings are of
European prototype, but don' s be afraid of buying them, for you can
do smart surgerics that could beat in look any so-called American
prototype structure. Here I have in mind the Altas 0ld-Time
Station, No.2850. This two-story building with attached freight
shed can become the focal point of a layout with ease, Its two
storics arc gquite the thing to house a division point statirn
and offices, with a nearby water twoer and handcar shed and a rot-
ting siding scattered with MofW equipment or empties which have
lost their way home,

The first t11ng I modificd on my structurc was tho suriace
of the bottom story. Stock, it represents stucco, neterial
that wouldn!t last long cn a northeastern prototype. S0,-F
scribed some file cards as follows: a clescly-scribed vertical
pancl to cover the building from the foundation up to onc foot
higher than the bottom of the window panes, I then added a
one foot helt rail all around the building., To cover the re-
mainder of the walls, I leave it up to your imaginationo For
instance, on the shed portion, I simulated the boardeand-bathen
by painting the "stucco" the color of the lower scribed panci ard
glucd over this cardboard at regular spacing. While on the sta=
tion portion, I used individual "boards" to simulatc shiplap
covering. You couldstry to simulate a covoring of shingles, or
perhaps, "modern plywood", The trick is to give the flavor yvcu
want in the building, but to remain cohercent with the S¢dlng a1
the sccond story.

Now, you are on your own to resurfacc the roof with tar
shingles (black construction paper), or cedar shingles (creme
colored paper like from grocery bags),

Now thet you have donc the surfaces of thé building, you
will notice it will take on a whole new flavor, This is one of
the things that improvecs a model. Another would be to paint over
those bright colors. In this kit, a boxcar red or maroon will
make your model fit in a setting much morec North American, and
will sct it a few years back in time,

To obtain morc distinctive models, therc is always kitbeshing,
On the station, all I did was to cut the freight shed from the
station and sct it about two scale fecet from the station, as if it
were a soparate building. I added two walls to cover the gap,
"Tho spacc between the two is perfect to sct assorted junk tha t
most scalc passcngers wont!t noticec very much.

Now, add assortecd postcrs end signs on the walls, some
weathering and scatter a fcw boxcs, junk, and figurcs and you have
a structure thrt will recally stand out and won't take much effort
to_build, :
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!NSTAMAT!C JEFF KNUREK

"intex-pentsive (~pentsive), adg, Not eXpcnsaive,
-intex~pentsive-ly, adg, -in'ex-pentsive-ness, n,"

So says Webster thc Dictionar; Man, And an instamatic
camcra is just that, inexpensive., And that, my friends, is why
Mr. Kodak is so rich, and that is the rcason why so many of us
own onc., Now, of course, if you have a limitless budget or if
you have just won the Million Dollar Lottery you can afford those
Nikons and Minoltas with adjustablce shutter speeds, telephoto
lenses and the like, {

And if you had wings you could fly,

However, if you are like me, you class yourself a "bumblc
railfaen" and lack the funds to pay for such a camera and the guts
to face the wrath of your parents when you bring it home, Hence;
you have to settle for less, :

ZAPPO} Some ingenious fcllow camc up with the Instumet c.
These little charms have a shutter of only 1/25 sccond~--no good
for railfanning, unless the day is bright and the subject is
still {then you CAN!T screw up, but Itve scen it done), Unfort-
unately, it is quite difficult to. get a train to stop and pose
for you. Thec instamatic camecra is as nseful as a second nose if
a fast freight tickles your fancy, for it you try to take that
action photo you ailways wanted with it, you'll get a lot of

—achion, all right, ngm;;vglgﬂnégﬁﬂm lot of embarrassmént when
- your girlfriend sees it and you'll get a lot of bitching whon
your father secs .tt.

"So what do I do?" you ask, Go panning young man, no, you
idiot, put that pan down, not panning for gold, pan photography,
Now this is supcr~casy if you have half the intelligcnce that
you werc given by God. All it takes is thce ability to swiag
your camera at the speed of the train, Therc is another form
of taking picturcs, I have no name for it, so Itll call it "#"
photography. This is just standing as close to the tracks as you
cen and taking the picture when the train is at a respcctable
distance. This is, unfortunately, quite hazardous around thec
mains, multi-tracked onecs in particular. So be sharp guys, and
don't lect a train s11p up bchind you and sprcad you around like
grandmat!s home-madc jam,

Bridge photooraphy is just that, taking picturcs from a
bridge above the mein line, The sqmc rule for panning applics to
this, follow the train with vour camcra,

If anybody knows any other techniques for slow=-shutter
photography, pleasc drop mec a lettcr., Thanks,

(111 Aqua Court, Royal Osk, Michigan L8073)
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TRLCTICN TRLCK PLAN - MARK TOMLCNSON

This track plan was designed for ~cople who would like to
try traction modeling without sinking too much money into it, T
It's compact, and fairly casy to build,

Stop A is College Heights, an upper middle-class ncighborhood
overlooking the town, Stop B is Ballperl:, During the wecck, it
serves its working-class neighborhood, but on weekends, several
specials, complete with banners and chcoring fans, arc fan for
the paseball games., Downtown, with department stores, is stop C,
with its safety isiand in the strecet, Stop D is Norwood, a new
rcal estate development that the Traction Company is helping to
promotc., Ston E is the two-stall carbarn, at the cnd of the linec,
The inner track, with its 327 scale radius SS"HO) is rcstricted
to the shortest wheclbase cars, while the 73" curves on the rest
of the system can handlc any single-truck trolley, and somc of the
smaller double=truck cars,

Jochn Orr has an exccllent article in the March 1975 Model
Railroader on hanging overhcad wire. I!1l1 not try to duplicate

~ his ¢fforts hare, but if you are cven thinking of someday planning-
to put up cven a small amount of ovrrhcad, get a copy of kg -

" There are two good ways to simulate track in the streets.
Onc is to make the road itsclf of plﬂstor and usc plastic brick
shect betwcen the rails, The other is to plaster right over the
rails, then as it gets stiff, cut a 1/16" flangeway with a picce
of stripwood, at the same time cleaning the plaster from the tops
of the rails., Unless you are using singlec-point track switches,

— A,M_Iﬁuﬂu;dsngg_Eﬁcnmmend—p%asterznga%@%woen~%hc~p01nts: :

As you lay the track, Stop.B might have to be rearranged,
dopond*ng on how closc the swibtch fits.the 90 degrece crossing.
With the addition of the downtown loop, shown by the dashed line,
a continuous-running trolley is possible, Also, sincc the loop
involves building two switches, you get the chancc to explore
another facet of traction modeling. :

Notice that nonc of the track parallels the cdge of the
table., This 1s an old trick making the pike look larger.:

Remember that in traction, one car makes a train, In HO,
proices for a full train start at less than $10, and the brass
rarcly cxcceds $100,

_;& /4\
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a morc detailled copy, with radii, sizes, and scaled is avallable
from the cditor,
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Railroads around New York, L0 slides, fair. Although this set
covers most of the roads in my areca and nhas scveral good shots
taken in my sccond hometown of South Amboy, NJ, I have given
this set a lower rating somewhat duc tc its identical shots of
NYC 999 on display and scvcral random shots, which, although
frcquently teorial, arc poorly composcd. There are some rarc
shots, such as CNJ DR6-l~20 and FM, thc B&® Capitol Limited,
and LV- PAts, The stcam shots scattered cround give me the
impression thst the set was composed in *he carly 50ts.

Locomoctives of Vesterday, I8 slides, good, Theugh the average
non-rail cnthusiast would judge this =8t quite low, I <ive it a
good rating from apwnrcciation of the cxtremely old, thus rare,
painted and tinted photos converted into bright transparcncics,
Necedless to say, thayire all steam rrnging from 0-4-0 to L-z-2,
Roads covecred arc NH, Eric, Philadelnhia & Reading, LV, CNJ,
Boston & Albany, and & fcw others.

Diecsels of the Santa Fe, 50, cxcecllent, This et ranks high in my
standards becausc of its unique combination of necrfectly composcd,
detailecd and cxposcd switchers, road, passcenger, and action
shots, Thec shots range from AT&SPFis smsllicr yard goats vo the
PA's in rod beonnsts. Some of the-beszst action—sconcry shels F've
scen are included and all these combined make this one of the
finest, Although I donit yct heve its rclative, Dicsels of the
UP, I hcar its almost an cgual.,

Dicsel domonstrators, U8, good. Rarc units and even rarcr builder's
paint schemes vlus a few rcal good shots help this wide-ranging,
very comprchensive though somcwhat uncven sct to a good rating,

I guess I really shouldn't knock this sct since it has many

good points, and, cXxcept for a few misfits, it wonld have a

very good rating. Builders covered arc Baldwin, FM, Alco, GE,

and EMD. Railroad company paint schemes arc on many of the

units, :

Echocs of steam in New England, 30, fair., These slides, taken
during 195L-57, wonld have been better if it had not been for
the number of "silhouctte" shots snd meeningless boiler shots of
a NH 2-8~2, Among the roads sampled arc CV, B&M, NH,
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The TAMR Hotboex

of the Teen Assccuation of Model Railrcading.
Mambership, including the Hotbux, is $3.00

for six issues,

is $8.00; Associate (over 21 years age) $2.50.

Sustaining and

able. Contact the Secretary for particulars.

Prescdent

Vice Prescdent

Secnedany
Keaduren

Edditon
Pubfshen

TAMR Hutbex

is the official publication

one year., Overseas air mail

life memberships also avail-

Mark Solamon; 6 Bayberry Branch; (Casselberrv FL 32707
Dale Madison; 342 Shepard Ave; Kemmore NY 14217

Noug Johnsan; 4855 No Paulina St; Chicago TL 60640
Art Mulligan; 32300 Bingham Rdi; Birmingham ™MI 48010

Tim Vermande; 51528 Pond St; South Bend (N 46637
Doug Johnson; 4855 No Paulina St; Chicago 1L 60640

/o Doug Johnson =

4855 North Paulina Street

Chicago, 1L 60640 @
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