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This i« the Mev/June issue of the WAYFREIGHT.

Our wonderful first annual convention is going to be August
2k and 25 this summer in Chicego, We are planning on having
outeof-towners staying with friends or better yet with another
TAMRwGLﬂ member overnight. My basement will be open to any-
body whq needs a place for Saturdey night. Just drep me a
line, . decided not to have' s hotel as a base:te save money
and frus ratinn, This way we can concentrete on activities,
Enclosed tn this isbue is g special convention sectinn which
gives morg detsils, It is being sent to a number of non-GLR
- . ¥ o RN o

Congratulatinns are. due to. Art Mulligan for becnming treasurer
of the TAMR

This is the 1ast issue for. Doug Johnson (pub. note: What Af

"I don't renew?),.Russ G. Lerson (Kalmbagch Pub,), The Station,

“doilar to

Jean ane;i, Pat Golden, and Ron Fong. You cen send your

ngaadlxnes.for contrxbuting material are as—follows: &

/ Juiy/sugust Aug, 16 -

// ‘Sept/Cct ' Oot, 20
[ Nov/Deg ‘Dec, 22
~w=Bob -
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AMTRAK Niws: - .
Amtyaki leles (Miohtgan) stationh 1s to be cleaned, sendblasted,
end rencveted, and an sgent will be assigned to the station,
Maybe Antrak has seenm the light and will stop tearing other
qtatiﬂns down, {Tim Vermande)

Amtrak hes rensmed the former "Texas Chief" and"SuperVOhief"

the "L:.ne Star", and the "Southwest Limited", respectively.

The gtange foliows an order by Santa Fe (which holds a trade-
(over) :



’NEWS, continued

mark for the "Chief" names) that Amtrak no longer use the
Chief names, as the operation snd equipment used by Amtrak
on the Chi~-LA end Chi-Hou. runs wes degrading to the "Chief"
image, (Doug Johnson)

One other minor trein name change is that the Chi-Ind-Weshin
train is now the "James Whitcomb Riley" both ways, It wes
formerly the "George Washington" esstbound and the "James
Whitcomb Riley" westbound, (Extra 2200 South)

Probably the worst ride in the Amtrak system is on the "Flor-
idien", from Chicago to Indianapolis, According to the crew
there is & semi-permsnent 20 MPH speed limit there, and even
then they dersil every other week, (Tim Vermende)

Heving recieved a $350 million losn from the government, Amtrak
hes finally decided to meke some significant orders for equip-
ment, Coming a&re more French Trubos'for the Chicago ares,
57 Metroliner cars for the Northeast, 135 more locos (SDP4OF's)
from EMD, 200 mew conventional passenger cars, 26 electric
end 25 diesel locos from: GE, What model form the GE diesels
will teke is unknown, The Metroliners and conventional pass-
enger care will be built by Budd, which is apparently back
in the passenger train business, Once production gets started
look for more passenger cer orders to follow quickly, because
Amtrak desperately needs more equipment,

(Terrence Burke & Doug Johnson)

R S S
. GOOD NEWS FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS

John Eull has teken over the Photo Exchenge Committee of the
TAMR,. He has been asking former members of the PEC to update
.their file on such thxngs a type of camera, film, subject,

and interests,

The PEC was successful in putting out two newslettérs before

its demise, Thés# Twere very good publications for prototype
nute or picky modelers who went informetion on the prototype.,
The committee is also helpful if you want some shots of your

favorite road which happens to be across the country.

If you're interested you can drop a note to John et the fol-

lowing address:
s : John C, Eull

251 Haddon Ave, South

Hemilton, Ontario L8s 111

Canada
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THE HOOSIER LINE-~~Indisna's Monon Reilroad
by Kevin Ruble

Have you ever heard of the Monon Railroad? If you're the
typical railfan or modeler, I estimste that there's about a
50% chance that you haven't, If you are representative of this
percentege, please resd on, you might even be surprised.

The Monon wss an ideal railroad for the model peilroader end
raeilfan alike, Whether you like steam or diesel power, main-
line fagt freight running or shortlines, hills and curves or
flat, straight-as-an-asrrow cornfield running, the Mnnon's
bound to interest you, The prototype as seen on a map was
even rether interesting; it formed a giant 'x' over most of
Indisne, One leg of the X ren from Chicago to Indianapolis
and the other from Michigan City, Indiane tn Louisville, Ky.
Situsted right in the middle of the X is the small town of
Monon, hence the railroad's neme, Most of the Monon's traffic,
however, moved from Chicaego tn Louisville, acting as a feeder
for the Louisville snd Nashville RR. Thus the merger with
the L&N, as did happen a few years back, was inevitable.

The other two lines, from Monon to Indianapolis and Monon

to Michigen City, were considered branch lines, The latter
contained one of the logest stretches of straight track in
the United States: 64.52 miles from Westville to Brookston,
just south of Monon, .

The Hoosler Line also operates two other Southern Indiens
branchlinest the French Lick Brench, which runs through rather
hilly end spectacularly besutiful country from Orleans to

the resort town of French Lick Springs, site of a large hill-
top health spa, This line alsn crosses a long, high steel
trestle at Peoli, site of many spectaculer Monon photographs
end the subject of a Hrward Fogg painting., The other branch
mentlnned is the I&L Branch, sometimes called the "Pumpkin
Vine", which runs from Wellace Junction on the mainline to
Midlaend, where a few shortlines run to coal strip mining areas,

As I mentioned before, the Monon combines fast-paced mainline
action with & shortline atmosphere, Before the MononeL&N
merger, trains of more than 100 cars were known to run with
up to six locomotives on the point, Whet kind of shortline
does thet? 4And with C628's, U23B's and C420's yet! But then,
how many Class 1 railroads run down the center of city streets
(nemely in New Albeny, Bedford, and Lafayette) and maintain
end use stub-on-wye yards, such as Monon's in New Albeny, Inde;
just across the Ohio River from Louisville? But then, there
really aren't meny roads like the Monon, They were known for
interesting forms of locomotion, in steam-everything from
4-4-9's tn 2.10.2's, many bullt st the roads sprawling Lafay-
ette Shopss 4in Diesel everything from F3's to SWl's to BL2's
to C628's; and a single steeplecab electric used in the early
1908's in end around the Monon's electrified trackage in Crew-
fordsville, Im, (continued)




THE MONON, c¢ontinued

The Monnn was nnt only nnted for interesting forms of locn-
motion, but slsn for interesting rolling stock, especially
when new passenger cars were needed, In the 1950's it was
possible to find a passenger trein of completely rebuilt World
War II Army cars, PFor example, baggage might be carried in
an old Troop Cer, Stesm Heat might have been provided from

a similar car, end ynur cnsch might have been & rebuilt

Army Hospital car, Most of this 'kitbashing! was done 8t the
Lafeyette Shnps, as was the repowering of ell nine RS2's,

two HIS=44ts, and en H-10-44, This wes also the site of the
building of many Monon freight cars, cabooses, and Maintain-
ance of Way cars, An especially noteworthy project was when
the Monon bought a 1924 Pullmen observation, built for the
Great Northern's Empire Builder, in 1953 and rebuilt this car
(celled "Great Spirit" by the Pullmen Co,) to e new, light-
weight, streamlined business car, "The Lynne", It is sed to
‘see the passing of this substantial structure under the L&N's
rule,

From the viewpoint of the modeler, the Monon could almnst be
gs easy tn model as the Pennsy or Southern Pacific, especially
if diesels interest you, AHM has had their RS2 in Monon colors
for some time now, as with their BL2, snd Lifelike hes just
introduced their new €628 in Monon. colors, The Cox F3A or

F3B could be remndeled to mateh the Monon's with little mod-
ification, and similar rebuilding, but more extensive, could
be made on the Athearn SW7 to rewnrk it to an NW2 or SW1,
Likewise, Athearn has 8 U30B which is slmnst identical to e
U23B, Some manufacturers have advertised C420's end H-15-44's
in NO, but nothing has crme tn any hobby dealers' shelves yet,
that I know of, In N scsle there is the Con Cor €636, which
might be rewnrked to a 0628, the MRC C40 needs only Monon
paint, srme of the F7's cauld be peinstakingly. reworked to
Monon F3's, the Atlas RSC2 could be retrucked te produce an
RS2; with this you're on your way, Steem modeling ’
might be a bit difficult, except for s few Mikes ond Pacifics
thet resemble USRA types.

Included in this feature is & Monon southern division track-
plen which I designed tr underscnre the operations of Bloom-
ington ysrd, Northbound.out of the yard the switcher must
give freights a push up out of the Clear Creek valley;

this is usually an NW2 or RS2, Extras snd Locals run south
to the stone quarries snd mills, French Lick, and Louisville,
and north to Wallace Junction, Through freights, two northbrund
end two snouthbound (70 end 72, end 71 end 73, respectively),
run through McDoel ysrds in Bloomington with changes in con-
sist, and before the last passenger trains ren in 1967, one
northbound and one snmuthbound.psssenger train ran through
Bloomingten (nns, 6 and 5).

For the 2id of would-be diesel era modelers, I suggest you
gend to Extra 2200 South, PO Box 41417, Cincinatti, OH 45241,
in cere of the Cireculation Dept, Send $1,00 for the @ot,~Nov,=
" Dee, 1971 issue, which includes s cnmplete Monen wosger,

(other references appear on next page) .
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SOUTHERN DS ON
By Xein Ruble
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THI MCHON, continued

For more modeling information, consult the following articles
(211 out of print):
, Monon, Oct. 19567 ReditoBealindel Craftsman
X Marks the Spot, Aug., 1954 Model Trains
Today's Monon, March 1951 Trains
Monon's Wallace Junctinn, Dec. 1960 Model
Railroader
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ERRORS

I warned that the last issue of the WAYFREIGHT wes rather gar-
bled, and I wes right., There were s number of errors which
we will attemp to tske care of here, Most impertant, the date
given for the GLR conventinn was wrong., It will not be held
Aug, 31 and Sept. 1, but August 24 and 25, Make sure you get
this staight. Secondly, the editor's zip code was incorrect,
It is correctly printed below (I hopel!). Also, Gary Tempco's
and Pasul Bengtson's addresses were wrong, Here they are right:
Gary Tempco Paul Bengtson
18401 Wildwood 4952 N, Seeley Ave,
Lansing, IL 60438 Chicago, IL 60625
I got Rick Lecki's adress right, but then he went and moved
Here's his new address: - Rick Lecki
104050 Brougham C%.,
Apt. 6
Plymouth, MI 48170

If there are any further changes, additions, or correctinns,
please let us know, Also, when you go to college plesse give

us your college addresses too, (~-pub,)
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The WAYFREIGHT is the bi-monthly publication of the Great
Lekes Region of the Teen Association of Model Railroading.
Yearly membership, including subscribtion to the psper is
$1.00, All WAYFREIGHT business is hendled by the editor,

EDITOR: Bob Sterner - PUBLISHER: Doug Johnson
1124 potter Rd. ' : 4855 N, Paulina
Park Ridge, IL 60068 Chicago, IL 60640
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Yessir, the Grest tﬂku ﬁegingmaf the Teen Associstion of Mod-
el Reilroading is sponsering = oo ﬁffgion‘ ‘In d4ddition to the
regulsr nemders of the WAYFkﬁﬁGHT, the Great Lakes Region's

. offigsl publicetion, we ere sending this to msny others, mem« -

bers of the Teen Ass'n of Model Bsilroadimg (TAMR), but not
the Grest Lakes Regien (GLR); those of you whe have asked
for information about the TAMR §n the last yesr or so; and.

‘others who have ‘written te Model Rsilroader's Student Fare

column recently. We're doing this 8o that as meny people az
possible will have a chance to come. '

Whet's a TAMR eonvention like' Get 10~2O téenagb“modeXGré‘ .
- together and something is bourd to hsppen, and it dees, You'l}

,;;

pick up more reilroad jargon and information than you probebly
would 1n six months. It's not something you'll went to mise.

The . date 18 the weekend of Agg%st 24 and 25, a Saturday and
Sunday. The cost will be only §$4,00 registration fee, plus
tréin fere for the Saturday railfan trip to Joliet, IL (eprox,
$5.00, round trip). - If you only come one day, that's fine toe,
but you'll still have to pay full registration. The money
goes for three things: the mailing of this paper, cost of NMRA
Tape-slide clinics, end gas, We aak that you register before
the convention so that we know how meny are coming., Simply

£111 out: and detach the form below and meil it in.If you are

sure ‘you are coming enclose the correct amount of money, cash

or check, Non-GLR members, we also ask that you join the

' GLR, which costs §$1,00 per year, This includes a subscribtion

to the WAYFREIGHT (WP) for six issues. You can send it right
along with your registration money, or seperately. if you .
don't think you can meke it. ‘

(over)

mail to Bob Sterner, address on opposite sidex“y

v~

'Nome — — - ; ‘AAréa'Cégé'

Adress “ ; o Fhone

city o Stete______ _ p

I am: ' ' L ' " need

definitely coming ‘ might come ~ __ housing:

not ~coming, but would like to recieve the WF

m

‘Please enclose §4 for reglstratibn, 31 for GLR membership if
‘not alresdy a member, Mske checks payable to Bob Sterner,

——————



Greot Lekes Region, specisl convention pubiieation, eont,

The registration fee does not tncludes ‘1) housing, énd

2) meels, If you live in the Chicago. #res, thers %8s no prob-
Iem---~sloep at your ewn house! If you come from out of town,
you can stay at one of the GLR'S members homs, Either way,
bring extra money. for.meals, .Don't worry, our allewanees are
MoDonald's. size too, end we: won‘t Gry énd eat et the Pblmer
House or anything.,_;;.‘

.+ Enough of the mundane details! what will. the- eonrention acte
_uelly consist oft - Here Ss the tentaﬁlve achedu!o, subject
to chenges: =~
— Saturdax All day fan trip to Joliet, IL, hopefully
m". ~via Amtrek's Turboliner one way, -Joliet
48 éne of Chicago's best’ ratifenning |
o pots,(although not good for much elsa).
,E’Meet dowmtown Chi.. early 1n morning at
S Unien’ Station. G
" Late afternoon. and eveningf Firat,
visit to Charles Me¥tin's HO scale lay-
‘. out in Evenston, Charles is one‘of:those
- designeted by 'the NMRA as a Master Model
Railroader, Lster ont NMRA Tape-slide
olinics, member slide show (Note: bring
what you heve! ), ahd bull session at
-_\Bob Sterner 8 house in Park Ridge.

fZSunday is less definite than Saturday,
but . hopefullywe will be able to visit
., ., oneor two railroad’ysrds snd the Osk
oo e U Perk Model Rej]lroad Club, @s well as
T mbge railfhnning at LeGrenge or. alseu
: ", ".where if enyone, 1s still there and -
=% . the attendees ‘80" desire. Transportatien
. will be by private aito, so we ere
_rether flexiblé, '(Note: if you ere’ drive
1ng and can take passengera let us. know)

J
So there it 1s. Drop ns a line and we'll keep ycu 1nfbrm§d.
Whether you come or not, we hope you‘ll take an 1nterest in
the GLR/TAMR, Have a good summer!
***#************************** k***** ok e o oK ok e ok e ok ok s ok 3ok ke ak sk sk oKk vk o Rk
Return to:
Bob Sterner SRR
" -112% Potter Rd,- . o
Park Ridge, IL 60068 o —

FIRST OLASS MAIL
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